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Introduction

| originally wrote this glossary to support the Olympian Godfather novels. | was
adapting the customary English spelling of names to give more of a flavour of the
Ancient Greek, but | wanted readers to be able to cross-reference those spellings with
the usual Latin and English renderings. Then | wondered whether it might be usefulin
other contexts, simply as a reference guide.

It doesn’t attempt to be comprehensive. With mere hundreds of entries it
mentions only a fraction of the names that feature in Greek myths. The Okeanidés alone
were said to number three thousand, alongside fifty Nereidés, and those were only two
of the two dozen categories of nymphé. Various mythical mortals were said to have fifty
children - or fifty sons and fifty daughters in the case of Priamos and Hekabé. Those
claims may really have meant ‘we’re not sure exactly how many, but there were
certainly lots of them’. Butin each such case, dozens of names may have been cited by
various sources over the centuries. Also, many hames were shared by multiple
characters in various stories set in different parts of old Hellas or beyond.

There are multiple versions of many myths, often naming different sets of
parents, siblings or children for a given character. For example, there are competing
stories of where the love-goddess Aphrodité came from, and between them they assign
her as progenitors a total of three fathers, two mothers and one sea. | don’t attempt
here to compare and contrast different accounts of who begat whom. But | observe that
the people who told (and believed) these stories thousands of years ago didn’t all relate
the same version of who did what. Often stories were changed retrospectively, perhaps

for conscious political reasons, for example where a living king claimed to be



descended from a god, or to retrospectively insert a tribe into an earlier epic. And we
have many contradictory accounts from different ancient and classical scholars who
attempted to ascertain ‘the true story’, or who simply wrote poetry.

For the sake of consistency within the internal reality of a series of novels, |
sought to disentangle apparent anachronisms. | also made interpretations, for example
where differing traditional stories appear to conflate two characters, or where | needed
to make the timings work. In some cases I've tried to fathom how an ancient Héllen
might have described a faraway place. For example, how did Héllenic traders refer to
Phoenicia before it was called Phoenicia? And I’ve occasionally had to name a
character where traditional versions have left them unnamed; I’ve put those entries in
square brackets, as they’re not found in any traditional source.

The fictitious (indeed, mythical) eyewitness narrator of the Olympian Godfather
stories does occasionally add comments to this glossary, for example where he asserts
that an obvious fiction was perpetrated in writing down an ‘official’ version of a story;
again, these observations are putin square brackets, so you can see where a layer of
conscious fiction has been added to the older fictions.

The names are listed alphabetically in English. I’ve included the standard
spellings — often in multiple traditional versions — and the adapted spellings used in the
Olympian Godfather stories, so they can be cross-referenced. Ancient Greek spellings
are provided alongside.

There’s also a note on pronunciation, which may be useful to people entirely
unfamiliar with Ancient and/or Modern Greek pronunciation. If you don’t want to read

the full note, the following are the salient points:

e |’'ve used an acute accent where Greek would use a stress mark. This simply tells
the reader which syllable was stressed. So the stress mark on the A in Artemis
tells us it’s pronounced AR-te-miss. The stress mark on the final A in Athena
tells us the final syllable is stressed: Ath-e-NA. In Apdllon the stress is on the
middle syllable: Ap-OLL-on.

e I've used a diaeresis to show that a vowel has its own separate sound. So Arés is
AR-ees, not Airs. Rhéa is RHEH-ah, not Ray or Ree. Niké is NEE-kee, rhyming

with cheeky, not with spike.



e |nsome words, the stress falls on the same syllable as the diaeresis, so they
need both a diaeresis and a stress mark. So Phaéton is Fa-EH-ton, not FEE-ton
or FAY-ton. Brisefs is Bree-see-ISS. Hermés is Her-MEES.

e |’'ve used evwhere Ancient Greek would have a sound like eh-00 (which Modern
Greek would pronounce ef). So the Olympian god-king Zevs is Zeh-oos (or Zefs
in Modern Greek); the famous warrior Akhillevs is Akh-ill-EH-OOS (or Akh-ill-
EFS in Modern Greek).

Anyway, if the subject interests you, | hope you might find this a handy reference

source.

Glossary of names and places

Abas [ABac]: an exceptionally popular name in old Hell4s.

Abas: an Argive seer, son of Meldmpous; father of the Lysimakhé who became queen of

Argos.
Absyrtus: see Apsyrtos.

Abydos [ABudoc]: a city in Mysia, on the Dardanian Strait. It lay across the strait from

the city of Sestds in Thraki.
Acamas: see Akamas.
Acheloios: see Akheldios.

Acheloos or Achelous: see Akheloos.



Acheron: see Akhéron.

Achilles: see Akhillevs.

Achilleus: see Akhillevs.

Acmonides: see Akmonidés.

Acrisius: see Akrisios.

Acoetes: see Akoités.

Actor: see Aktor.

Adicia: see Adikia.

Adikia [Adikia]: goddess of injustice and wrongdoing. [A bogey-goddess of mysterious

origins, appointed by Zevs for nefarious purposes.]

Adonis [Adwvic]: a mortal famed as a lover, and considered very beautiful.

Adrastos [Adpactoc, Adrastus, Adrestus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Adrastos: an Anatolian whose daughter Evyrdiké married ilos son of Trés. By Trés,

Evyrdiké became the mother of the future King Laomédon | of Troia.

Adrastos: a son of King Talads of Argos; became king of Argos.

Adrastus: see Adrastos.



Adrastya [Adpdotela, Adrastea; also Adpriotela, Adrestea or Adrestia]: a moderately

popular name in old Hellas.

Adrastya: the handmaiden of Vengeance. A goddess of revenge and balance, ‘she who

cannot be escaped’; daughter of Arés (god of war) and Aphrodité (goddess of love), and

sister of Deimos and Phébos.

Aegean Sea (also Aigaian Sea): a later name for the Middle Sea.

Aegis: see Aigis.

Aegisthus: see Aigisthos.

Aeneas: see Aineias.

Aeolia: aregion in Hellas, later known as Thessalia. See Aiolia.

Aeolis: a coastal region in Anatoli. See Aiolis.

Aeolian(s): see Aioleis.

Aeolus: see Aiolos.

Aerdpé [Acpomn]: daughter of King Katrevs and Queen Pasiphéé of Krété. Aerépé

married King Atrevs of Mykénai.

Aesacus: see Aisakos.

Aesimus: see Aisimos.

Aeson: see Aison.



Aesyme: see Aisymeé.

Aether: see Aithér.

Aethra: see Aithra.

Aetolia: see Aitolia.

Agamémnon [Ayapepvwy]: oldest son of Atrevs and Aerépé; a grandson of Pélops and

Hippodamya; brother of Menélaos and Anaxibia; husband of Klytaiméstra; father of

Iphigénya, Eléktra, Laodiké, Oréstés, Khryséthemis and Iphianassa; became king of

Mykénai and leader of the combined Héllenic armies in the Troian war.

Agapé [Ayarnn, literally Love]: a name sometimes used for Aphrodité, the love-goddess,

daughter of Zevs and Dioné. [In fact Love was Aphrodité’s original name, and she wasn’t

the daughter of Zevs or Diéné. See Love.]

Agapénor [Ayantivwp]: leader of the Arkadians in the Troian war.

Agathodaimon [dyaB80o¢ daipwyv, agathodaemon]: a good or noble kind of daimon.

Agathon [AydBwv]: fourth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Agaué [Ayaun, Agavel: ‘illustrious’ or ‘high-born’; a popular name in old Hellas.

Agaué: daughter of the goddess Harmonia and King KdAdmos of Thébai. She married the

spartos Ekhion and by him became mother of Penthevs.

Agave: see Agaueé.

Agélaos [Ayélaoc, Agelaus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.



Agélaos: a servant of King Priamos, later a shepherd. Foster father to Paris.

Agénor [Aynvwp]: a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Agénor: a son of Poseidon and Libyé. This Agénor was twin brother to King Bélos of

Aigyptos, and himself became king of Séros.

Agénor: a son of King Triops and Queen S6sé of Argos; brother of [asos, Pelasgés and

Xanthos.

Aglaia [AyAdia, Aglaea, Aglaja, Aglayal: ‘the brilliant’, ‘the shining one’. One of the three

Graces, and goddess of splendid beauty.

Aglaés [AyAadg, Aglaus]: a son of Thyéstés and Asia.

Aia [Aia]: a city founded by Aiétés in the land of Kolkhis.

Aiakés [Aiakdc, Aeacus, Eacus]: son of Zevs by the nymphé Aigina; a grandson of the
kéntauros Kheiron and the nymphé Khariklé. Aiakds became the father of Telamoén and
Pelevs, and through them the grandfather of Aias and Akhillevs respectively. He also
became the father of Phékos by the Nereis Psamathé. After his death, Aiakds was made

one of the judges of the dead.

Aias [Aiag, Ajax]: called ‘Aias the Great’, most powerful of the Greek warriors in the

Troian war; son of King Telamdn and Queen Periboia of Salamis.

Aias [Aiag, Ajax]: called ‘Aias the Lesser’ to distinguish him from Aias the Great; son of

King Oilevs and Queen Eridpis of Lokris; led the Lokrian contingent in the Troian war.

Aiétés [Aintnc, Aeétes]: a son of Hélios by the Okeanis Pérsé; brother of Kirké, Pérsés

and Pasiphaé; father of Média, Khalkiépé and Apsyrtos. King of Aia in Kolkhis.



Aigai [Aiyai]: the name of various places, including an inland city in Anatoli and a

coastal place where Poseidén kept a home, a golden palace built deep in a lagoon.

Aigaian Sea [Aegean Seal: a later name for the Middle Sea.

Aigaion [Aiyaiwv, Aegaeon]: a Hekatdnkheiros, also known as Briareos. Called ‘the

strong’, also ‘the sea-goat’.
Aigevs: a king of Athénai; father of Thesevs. [Said by some to have given his name to the
Aigaian Sea, but that’s a much later name for what | and a lot of others in those days

thought of as the Middle Sea.]

Aigina [Alywa, Aeginal: daughter of the river-god Asopds and the nymphé Met6pé;

nymphé of the island of Aigina.

Aigina: anisland in the Saronic Gulf, not far from Athénai.

Aiginétai [Aiywitat; singular Aiywtng, Aiginétés (masculine); Aiywntig, Aiginétis; also

Aiginétans]: people from Aigina.

Aigis [aiyic, aegis]: protective devices owned by Athena and Zevs. [Sometimes

interpreted as a shield or a breastplate, but actually a kind of cloak.]

Aigisthos [Alylc00¢, Aegisthus]: son and grandson of Thyéstés by the latter’s daughter

Pelopeia.

Aigyptioi [Aiyorttiot; singular AiyoTttiog, Aigyptios (masculine); Aiyutttia, Aigyptia

(feminine); also Aigyptians]: the people of Aigyptos.

Aigyptos [Alyutttoc]: the land south of the Great Sea, extending westwards to Libyé and

southwards towards Aithiopia.



Ainarété [Aivapetn, Aenarete; also ‘Evapégtn, Enarete]: ‘virtuous’, a daughter of

Defmakhos. Ainarété married King Aiolos, father of the Aiolians.

Aineiés [Aiveiag, Aeneas]: son of Aphrodité by the Troian warrior Ankhisés. After the fall
of Troia, Aineias led the survivors to Italy, and was the ancestor of Romulus, founder of
Rome.

Ainevs [Aivelg, Aeneus]: a king who founded the Thrakian city of Ainos.

Ainevs: a king, descendant of the Ainevs who founded the city of Ainos in Thraki. This

later Ainevs was the father of Kyzikos, who founded Kyzikos in Anatoli.

Ainos [Aivog, Aenus]: a Thrakian city founded by Ainevs.

Aioleis, the (AioAcic; singular Aiolevs) [also the Aiolians]: one of the seven tribes of
Hellas, and one of the four major tribes; the people of Aiolia in what later became
known as Thessalia.

Aiolia [AioAia, Aeolia]: the name of various places and people in the Héllenic world.

Aiolia: aregion of Hellas later known as Thessalia. (Not to be confused with Aiolis in

Anatoli.)

Aiolia [AioAia, Aeolia]: daughter of Amythaon; granddaughter of Krethevs and Tyro;

sister of Bias, Melampous and Perimélé.

Aiolis [AioAic, Aeolis]: a coastal region of western Anatoli, named Aiolis by Aiolian

colonists. It lay south of Troas and north of Arzawa and Mira.

Aiolos [Aio)og, Aeolus]: a son of Héllen; the founder of the Aiolian tribe. [Actually

there’s much more to that story.]



Aisakos [Aioakocg, Aesacus]: a Troian seer who served King Priamos. [Some have

claimed he was an illegitimate son of Priamos, but that’s not true.]

Aisimos [Aiolpog, Aesimus]: a son of Autdlykos; best known as being the father of the

warrior Sinon.

Aison [Ailowv, Aeson]: a prince of lolkds; son of Krethevs and Tyré; brother of Amythaén

and Phérés; father of lason (of the Argonauts).

Aisymeé [Aicupun, Aesyme]: a town near Troia.

Aithér [AiBnp, Aether, Ether]: ‘brightness’; god of the upper atmosphere; son of Erebos

and Nyx.

Aithiopia [AiBlottia, Ethiopia]: a land at the southern end of the world.

Aithra [AiBpa, Aethra]: mother of Thesevs by King Aigevs of Athénai.

Aitolia [AitwAia, Aetolia]: a mountainous region of Hellas on the north coast of the Gulf

of Kérinthos.

Akamas [Akdapag, Acamas]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Akamas: a son of Thesevs, and a leader of the Athenians in the Troian war.

Akhaia [Axaia, Achaea, Achaia]: the name of two regions in Hellas.

Akhaia: a region in Aiolia (later Thessalia), founded as a colony by Akhaiés son of

Poseiddn.

Akhaia: a region in northern Apia (later the Pelopdnnesos) named after Akhaiés son of

Xouthos.



Akhaioi, the [singular Akhaids; also the Akhaians]: one of the seven ancient tribes of
Hellas, and one of the four major tribes; people of Akhafia, a region in northern Apia
(later the Pelopdnnesos) named after Akhaiés son of Xouthos.

Akhaids: ‘griever’; a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Akhaiés: a son of Poseidén and Lérissa; founder of Akhaia in Aiolia (later Thessalia).
Akhaiés: a son of Xouthos and Kréousa; a grandson of Héllen; brother of ion. This
Akhaids gave his name to the Akhaioi and a region in northern Apia (later the

Pelopdnnesos)

Akheléios [AxeAwiocg, Acheloios; also Akheloos]: a shape-shifting river-god, son of

Okeands and Tethys, and father of the Seirenés.

Akhelods [AxeA®oc, Acheloos, Achelous]: a later name for Akheléios.

Akheloés: the greatest river in Hellas, and its god.

Akhéron [Axépwyv, Acheron]: the river of misery or woe; one of the five rivers of the

underworld.
Akhillevs [Axi\M\eUg, Achilleus; also Achilles]: called ‘the swift’, ‘of the nimble feet’, ‘the
great runner’; son of King Pelevs of Aigina by the sea-nymphé Thétis. As Pelevs was son

of Aiakds son of Zevs, Akhillevs was a great-grandson of Zevs.

Akmonidés [Akpovidng, Acmonides]: ‘son of the anvil’ or ‘anvil-born’; another name for

the kyklops Argés.

Akoités [Akoitng, Acoetes]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.



Akoités [Akoitnc, Acoetes]: a Troian prince; a son of Kapys and Themisté; brother of

Ankhisés; father of Laokéon.

Akrisios [Akpiolog, Acrisius]: a king of Argos, best known as father of Danae.

Aktor [Axtwp, Aktor]: an extremely popular name in old Hell&s.

Aktor: a son of Myrmidén, and thus a grandson of Zevs.

Alala [AAaAd] or Battlecry: daughter of Pélemos; an attendant of Arés, and an

associate of the Hysminai or fighting-spirits. [A minor goddess with an onomatopoeic

name and a loud shrill voice.]

Alashiya: an older name for Kypros.

Alcaeus: see Alkaios.

Alcathous: see Alkathous.

Alce: see ALké.

Alcides: see Alkeidés.

Alcippe: see Alkippé.

Alcmaeon: see Alkmaion.

Alcmene: see Alkméneé.

Alecto: see Alekté.

Alector: see Aléktor.



Aléktor [AAékTwp, Alector]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Alekté [AAnktw, Alecto]: ‘endless anger’; a Fury.

Aleds [AAedg, Aleus]: a king of Arkadia; a son of Apheidas; a grandson of Arkas; a great-

grandson of Zevs; father of Lykourgos.

Alétés [ANTnc]: the son of Aigisthos and Klytaiméstra; brother of Erigéné and Heléné.

Aleus: see Aleoés.

Alexander: a Latinisation of Aléxandros.

Alexandra [AAe&avdpal: a name sometimes given to Kassandra.

Aléxandros [AAé€avdpog, Alexander]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Aléxandros: second son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia. [Aléxandros was

quietly disposed of when they interpreted an omen to mean that he would bring the

downfall of their city. But he survived and returned as an adult known as Paris.]

Alexiarés [AAe€1dpnc]: a son of Hébé and Heraklés; brother of Aniketos.

Algea, the [AAyea; singular algos, &Ayoc]: the pains or agonies; counted among the

children of Eris. [Minor spirits who associate much of the time with Arés the war-god.]

Alkaios [AAkdiocg, Alcaeus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Alkaios: a Mykenaian prince; son of Persevs and Androméda; married Hippondmé and

became father of Amphitryon, Anaxé and Perimédeé.



Alkaios [AAkdioc, Alcaeus]: an earlier name for Heraklés son of Zevs.

Alkathous [AAkdBoog, Alcathous]: a son of King Pélops and Queen Hippodamya of

Pisa.

Alké [AAkr, Alce]: ‘prowess, courage’; a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Alké: one of the Makhai or battle-spirits; the daimon of warlike prowess and courage.
Alkeidés [AAkeidng, Alcides]: an earlier name for Heraklés son of Zevs.

Alkippé [AAkirttn, Alcippe]: ‘valiant horse’, a very popular name in old Hellas.
Alkippé: a daughter of Arés.

Alkippé: the second daughter of King Oinémaos of Pisa.

Alkmaion [AAkpaiwyv, Alcmaeon]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Alkmaion: husband of Kallirr6€, and thus son-in-law of the river-god Akheldios. [This
was the Alkmaion who was killed trying to steal the necklace of Harmonia, a story much
embellished over time.]

Alkmaion: son of Amphiaraos and Eriphyl€; brother of Amphilokhos. [Best known for
his attack on Thébai. Not to be confused with an earlier Alkmaion, who was involved in
the much-embellished matter of an attempt to steal the necklace of Harmonia.]
Alkméné [AAkpnvn, Alcmene]: daughter of King Elektryon and Queen Anaxdé of Mykénai
[and thus a granddaughter of the great hero Persevs, and a great-granddaughter of

Zevs]. Following a liaison with Zevs, Alkméné bore Heraklés.

[Alkmenés: a Spartan officer during the Trofan war; son of Hyperénor.]



Alpheids [AAdelog, Alpheus]: ariver in western Apia (the western Pelopénnesos), and

its god. Alpheids was the son of Okeands and Tethys.

Alpheus: see Alpheiés.

Alseidés [AAonidec, singular AAonic, Alseis]: nymphai who inhabited groves.
Amazénés, the [Apalovec; singular Aualwv, Amazoén): a society of women noted for
their athleticism, hunting, sporting and martial prowess. [There are various versions of

which Amazén queens ruled at what times. ]

Ammon, Amotin or Amun [Appwv or Apo0v]: variants of another name for Zevs. [Not

really. Politics was at play there.]

Amourou [ApoUpou, Amurrul: the coastal lands south of Anatoli and north of Kenané,

adjacent the Great Sea. Later it was called Aram, Assyria, Syria.

Amphiaraos [Apdlapaocg, Amphiaraus]: a seer; father by Eriphylé of Alkmaion and

Amphilokhos.

Amphilokhos [Apdiroxog, Amphilochus]: an Argive hero; son of Amphiaraos and

Eriphylé and the younger brother of Alkmaion.

Amphictyon: see Amphiktyon.

Amphiktyon [Apdiktuwy, Amphictyon]: a son of Devkalion and Pyrrha.

Amphilochus: see Amphilokhos.

Amphilogiai, the [Audpioyial; singular dudroyia, amphilogia]: the spirits of dispute;

counted among the children of Eris.



Amphion [Apdiwv]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Amphion: a son of Zevs by Antidpé; twin brother of Zéthos son of Epopevs. [That kind of

thing happened in those days.]

Amphithéa [Au¢d16€a]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Amphithéa: a daughter of Prénax and thus a granddaughter of King Talads of Argos;

sister of Lykurgos. Amphithéa married Adrastos and bore several children by him.

Amphitrité [Apdutpitn]: (literally ‘third element’) a Nereis who married Poseidén.

Amphitryon [Apditpuwv]: son of Alkaios and Hippondmé; a grandson of Persevs and

Androméda; stepfather of Heraklés.

Amun: see Ammon.

Amurru: see Amodrou.

Amymoné [Apupwvn]: a daughter of Danads, and mother by Poseiddn of Navplios.
Amythaon [Apubdwv]: a prince of lolkds; son of King Krethevs and Tyrd, daughter of
King Salmonevs of Elis; brother of Aison and Phérés; father of Bias, Melampous, Aiolia
and Perimélé.

Anaxé [Avaéw]: daughter of Alkaios and Astydamya; became grandmother of Heraklés.
Anatoli [AvatoAn, Anatolia]: literally ‘the East’, deriving from the Héllenic word for
sunrise; the land mass which included such places as Dardania, Mira, Loukka and

cities such as Troia, and peoples such as the Khattioi. [What the Romans would call

Asia Minor, and part of what later millennia would call Turkey.]



Anatolia: see Anatoli.

Anaxibia [Ava&ipla)]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Anaxibia: a Mykenaian princess; daughter of Atrevs and Aerdpé€; younger sister of

Agamémnon and Menélaos. Anaxibia became the second wife of King Néstor of Pylos.
Anaxé: daughter of Alkaios; sister of Amphitryon and Perimédé.

Anchises: see Ankhisés.

Androktasiai, the [Avdpoktaoiay; singular dvdpoktaocia, androktasia]: the
manslaughters; counted among the children of Eris. [Minor spirits sometimes
conscripted by Arés when a major war breaks out.]

Andromache: see Andromakhé.

Andromakhé [Avdpopaxn, Andromache]: daughter of King E€tion of Thébai in
Kizzuwatna; the [last] wife of Héktor and mother of his son Skamandrios (known as

Astyanax).

Androméda [Avdpopeda]: daughter of King Kephevs of Aithiopia and his wife

Kassidpeia; married Persevs.

Anemoi [Avepoy, singular Avepoc, Anemos]: the wind-gods, children of the dawn-

goddess Eés and the dusk-god Astraios. The four chief wind-gods were Boréas (north),

Evros (east), Nétos (south) and Zéphyros (west). The next in seniority were Skiron
(north-west), Kaikias (north-east), Apeliotés (south-east), Evronotos (south-south-

east), Libonétos (south-south-west), Lips (south-west), lapyx (west-north-west), and

Thraskias (north-north-west). [The wind-gods could sometimes be a little variable over

time. See also Adra and Mésés.]



Anicetus: see Aniketos.

Aniketos [Avikntog, Anicetus]: a son of Hébé and Heraklés; brother of Alexiarés.

Ankhisés [Ayxiong, Anchises]: the name of two Troian princes [whose stories

sometimes became conflated].

Ankhisés: a Troian prince; son of King Kapys of Dardania by Themisté.

Ankhisés: a Trofan prince; grandson of King ilos Ill; son of Prince Képys by Kybelikleia;

nephew of King Laomédon Il; father of Aineias by the goddess Aphrodité.

Antéros [Avtépwcg]: ‘love returned’ or ‘counter-love’, the god of requited love, son of

Arés (god of war) and Aphrodité (goddess of love).

Anticlea, Anticlia: see Antikleia.

Antigoné [Avtiyovn]: a popular name in old Hells.

Antigoné: a Phthian princess; daughter of King Evrytion. Antigdné married Pelevs and

bore Polydora.

Antigéné: a Théban princess; daughter of King Oidipous.

Antikleia [AvtikAela, Anticlea, Anticlia]: ‘against fame’; a fairly popular name in old

Hellas.

Antikleia: a queen of [thaki; wife of King Laértés; mother of Odyssevs.

Antiopé [Avtionn]: a very popular name in old Hellas.



Antiépé: a daughter of Arés and Otréré; sister of Hippolyté, Melanippé and

Penthesileia. Antiépé co-ruled the Amazdnés with Oreithyia.

Antiépé: daughter of King Nyktevs of Thébai; queen of Sikydn; wife of King Epopevs;

mother of Amphion and Zéthos.

Antiphonos [Avtidowvoc]: twelfth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Antiphos [Avtidog, Antiphus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Antiphos: a son of Myrmidén, and thus a grandson of Zevs.

Antiphos: fifth son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia.

Antiphus: see Antiphos.

Apeiros or Epeiros [Antelpoc, "Hmelpog, Epirus]: a later name for an area in north-

western Hellas.

Apeliétés [AntnAwwtnc]: the south-east wind and its god. See Anemoi.

Apheidas [Adcidac]: a king of Tegéa; a son of Arkas; a grandson of Zevs; father of Aleés.

Aphrodité [Adpoditn]: goddess of love and beauty; daughter of Zevs by Diéné. [That

was the official story, anyway. See also Love.]

Apia [Amtia]: the southern Héllenic peninsula which became known as the

Pelopdnnesos.

Apis [Aruc]: “far off’; a very popular name in old Hellas.



Apis: the third king of the city later known as Argos, renowned as a great lawgiver; a son
of King Phoronevs by the nymphé Telediké; brother of Niébé. Apis gave his name to

Apia, the peninsula later called the Pelopdnnesos.

Apollo: see Apollon.

Apoéllon [AtoMwv]: the light-god and one of the Letoidai. God of healing and dancing,
music and poetry, archery and prophecy. Patron of Troia, master of the Muses. [A
powerful lieutenant of Zevs. As well the prophecy business, and along with arts and
entertainments, Apoéllon holds the franchise for refugees and colonists. Said to be the
son of Zevs, but some would say there was more than a little secret family history

there.]

Apsyrtos [Ajuptoc, Absyrtus, Apsyrtus]: son of King Aiétés by the nymphé Asterodeia.

A grandson of Hélios.

Apsyrtus: see Apsyrtos.

Arai, the [Gpai; singular dpd, ara]: the curses; noncorporeal minor divinities who do the

bidding of the more powerful immortals in bringing misfortune to selected victims.

Arcadia: see Arkadia.

Arcas: see Arkas.

Arce: see Arké.

Arcesius, Arceisius or Arcisius: see Arkeisios.

Arés [Apnc]: Olympian god of war, called the Unwearying, the Sceptred King of

Manliness, Leader of Righteous Men, He Who Exceeds in Strength, He Who is Strong in

Arm and Doughty of Heart, and so on.



Arété [Apntn]: ‘she who is prayed for’; a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Arété: the spirit of virtue and excellence; one of the Praxidikai; daughter of Sotér (the
saviour) and Praxidiké (the exactor of vengeance); sister of Ktésios (Household) and
Homodnoia (Concord). [There’s quite a lot of politics behind all that.]

Aretos [Apntoc]: a very popular name in old Hell&s.

Aretos: fourteenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Aretus: see Aretos.

Argea: see Argeia.

Argeia [Apyeiq, Argea, Argia]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Argeia: an Okeanis. [Argeia was later credited with being the embodiment of the region
around the city of Argos. By her brother the river-god inakhos she was said to have
become the mother of King Phoronevs. This, however, was a rewriting of history for
political purposes.]

Argeioi, the [Apyeiot; singular Apyeiog (masculine, Argeios), Apyeia (feminine, Argeia);
also the Argives]: people of Argos. Later the term was sometimes applied to the
Héllenés as a whole.

Argeios [Apyeioc]: see Argevs.

Argés [Apync]: a kyklops; son of Gaia and Ourands; brother of Brontés and Sterépés.

He was also sometimes called Akmonidés or Pyrakmon.

Argeius, Argeus or Argius: see Argevs.



Argevs [ApyeUg, Argeus, Argius] or Argeios [Apyeiog, Argeius]: very popular names in

old Hellas.

Argevs [ApyeUc, Argeus, Argius; sometimes Apyeioc, Argeios, also known as Argos
Pelasgés [[eAaoyoc] or just Pelasgés): a son of Zevs, by Princess Nidbé who was the
daughter of King Phoronevs and Queen Telediké. This Pelasgés (Argevs, Argos Pelasgos)

became the fourth king of the city of Inakhos, and the one who renamed it Argos.

Argia: see Argeia.

Argive Peninsula: a peninsula on the far eastern side of Apia (the Pelopénnesos), south

of the Korinthian Isthmus.

Argives: see Argeioi.

Argé [Apyw]: a famous ship built by the leading shipbuilder Argos; the ship in which

lason sought the Golden Fleece.

Argonauts, the: heroes who crewed lason’s ship Argé.

Argos [Apyoc, Argus]: a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Argos: a Gigas who served the Olympians; called Panéptés [Mavomtng], ‘all-eyes’ or
‘all-seeing’ because he had a hundred eyes and never slept. [Actually Argos was a very
old deity, though he didn’t become particularly well known until the time of the
Olympians —and then only because of a cautionary tale told by Zevs. Zevs had Argos
blinded and murdered as punishment for putting service to the goddess-queen before
loyalty to the god-king. Zevs thought this would make a useful moral story to spread
amongst humanity. The bit he didn’t intend to spread was that after Argos’s eyes were
gouged out, Héra put the eyes on the tail of a peacock. The part of the story nobody

knew about until more than three thousand years later was that being magic eyes, they



could still see, and they continued to see out of the tails of all peacocks everywhere,
dead or alive, despite the fact that Argos was in prison in the underworld. This made
Argos an unusually privileged source of data and an exceptionally reliable historian, the
author of the Olympian Godfather stories.]

Argos or Argos Pelasgés (also known as Pelasgés): a son of Zevs and Niébé; through
his mother, a grandson of Phoronevs. This was the fourth king of the city of inakhos, and
the one who renamed it Argos.

Argos: a great city and kingdom in southern Hellds, much loved by Héra. It was
originally founded by inakhos, and renamed Argos by its fourth king, Argos, also known

as Argos Pelasgés, or simply Pelasgos.

Argos: a leading shipbuilder of somewhat mysterious origins; builder of the famous

Argo, the ship captained by lason in his quest for the Golden Fleece.

Argus: see Argos.

Aristodémé [Aplotodnun]: fourth [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Aristomache: see Aristomakheé.

Aristomakhé [Apiotopdxn, Aristomache]: third [known] illegitimate daughter of

Priamos.

Arkadia [Apkadia, Arcadia]: a kingdom in central Apia (later the Pelopdnnesos).

Arkas [Apkag, Arcas]: son of Zevs by Kallisté; the first king of Arkadia.

Arké [Apkn, Arce]: messenger-goddess of the Titanés; daughter of Thaimas and

Eléktra; sister of iris and the harpyiai.



Arkeisios [Apkeiolog, Arcesius, Arceisius or Arcisius]: a king of S4mé; son of Zevs [by
whom, one cannot be sure; the god-king was drunk and couldn’t remember the details
of that particular liaison]. Arkeisios was raised by King Képhalos of Samé&, from whom
he inherited the throne. Arkeisios was father of Laértés, and through him was

grandfather of Odyssevs.

Arné [Apvn]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Arné: the mother of the twins Aiolos and Boiotds. [Actually there’s much more to that

story.]

Artemis [Aptepic]: the moon-goddess and goddess of the hunt. Widely renowned for
her chastity, and for her roles in childbirth and childcare. Artemis and her twin Apéllon
were known as the Letoidai, the children of Zevs by Letd. [Some would dispute much of
the aforesaid. In fact Artemis typically spends her time hunting and gallivanting with
nymphai. See also Méné and Seléné.]

Arzawa [Aplavud]: a kingdom of western Anatolia, centred around the city of Apasa
(later Ephesus). Arzawa bordered Mira to its north-west and the Khattikan [Hittite]
empire to the east. Later its territory became part of the region known as Lydia.
Ascanius: see Askanios.

Asclepius: see Asklépios.

Asia [Acia]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Asia: an Okeénis. [In some stories, mother of Atlas. She allegedly gave her name to the

coast of Anatoli, and thence to the eastern continent known to later millennia as Asia.]

Asia: a Nereis.



Asia: the first wife of Thyéstés.

Askanios [ Aokaviog, Ascanius]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Askanios: son of Ainéas by Kréousa, and through her a grandson of Priamos.

Asklépios [AokAnmog, Asclepius]: son of Apdllon and the mortal woman Koronis;

deified to become a god of healing.

Asopds [AcwTtog, Asopus]: a river-god, son of Zevs and Evryndmé. [Actually Asopds
was the son of Okeands and Tethys, but Zevs bought him out during the war against the
Titanés. Zevs ended up giving Asop0s five rivers altogether, which was to cause no end
of debate amongst classical scholars.]

Asopus: see Asopos.

Assaracus: see Assarakos.

Assarakos [Accdapakog, Assaracus]: second son of King Trés and Queen Kallirr6é of

Dardania. Assarakos married Hieromnémé and by her became the father of Kapys.

Asteria [Aotepia]: a later name for Asterié.

Asterié [Aotepin; also Aotepia, Asteria]: a second-generation Titan, daughter of Koios

and Phoibé. Asterié married her cousin Pérsés and gave birth to Hekaté.

Asterion [Actepiwv], also Astérios [Aotéplog, Asterius]: an extremely popular name in

old Hellas.

Asterius see Asterion.

Asterodea, Asterodia: see Asterodeia.



Asterodeia [Aotepodeia, Asterodea; also Aotepodia, Asterodia]: an Okeéanis who lived

in Kolkhis. Mother of Apsyrtos by King Aiétés.

Astioche: see Asty6khé; or it may be an alternative for the name Axiokhé.

Astraea, Astrea, Astria: see Astraia.

Astraeus: see Astraios.

Astraia [Aotpaia, Astraea, Astrea, Astria]: ‘star-maiden’, a goddess associated with
innocence and purity; daughter of Astraios and Eds. Not to be confused with Asterié the

daughter of Koios and Phoibé.

Astraios [Aotpdiog, Astraeus]: son of the Titan Kreios by Evrybia. Astraios was the god

of dusk.

Astyanax [Actuavag]: ‘protector of the city’, a name given to Héktor’s son

Skamandrios.

Astydamea, Astydameia, Astydamia: see Astydamya.

Astydamya [Actuddapela, Astydamea, Astydamial: a popular name in old Hellas.
Astydamya: a woman of disputed origin who became the wife of Alkaios and thus
daughter-in-law of Persevs and Androméda; who then became mother by Alkaios of

Anaxd, and then grandmother of Alkméné, and thus great-grandmother of Heraklés.

Astydamya: a daughter of Pélops and Hippodamya; not to be confused with all the

other women called Astydamya, including the great-grandmother of Heraklés.

Astynémé [Actuvoun]: a popular name in old Hellas.



Astynomeé [Aotuvopun]: daughter of the Anatolian priest Khrysés; she was also known

as Khrysefs.

Astyoche, Astyocheia: see Astydkheé.

Astyokhé [Actuoxn, Astyoche; also Astyocheia, Aotudxneld]: ‘possessor of the city’; a

very popular name in old Hellas.

Astydkhé: a naias, daughter of the river-god Siméeis. By Erikthdnios, Astydkhé became

mother of Trés, founder of Troia.

Até [Atn], also known as Delusion or Ruin: goddess of downfall; counted among the
children of Eris. [Looks after folly, moral incapacity and comeuppance, and has an

artful hand in general mischief. Hangs around with Arés the war-god quite a lot.]

Athamas [A6duac]: a Kadmeian king and child-murderer.

Athena [ABnvd; sometimes ABrivn, Athéné]: goddess of crafts, industry, science,
education, civilisation, warfare and multi-tasking. Called Athena Atrytdné (the
unwearying), Athena Ergané (patron of craftsmen and artisans), Athena Glauképis (the
gleaming-eyed), Athena Polias (goddess of cities), Athena Prémakhos (she who fights in
the front); unsleeping child of aigis-bearing Zevs; marshaller of hosts. Daughter of Métis

goddess of wisdom. [She was also sometimes known as Parthénos - the virgin.]

Athénai: a great city and kingdom in Hellas, much loved by Athena.

Athenaioi [ABnvdioy; singular ABnvdioc (Athenaios, masculine) or ABnvaia (Aénvaia,

Athenaia, feminine); also Athenians]: the people of Athénai.

Athéné: see Athena.



Atlantidés, the [AtAavtidec; singular AtAavtig, Atlantis]: daughters of Atlas; another

name for the Hyadés and the Pleiddés together.

Atlantis [sometimes AtAavtig vijoog, Atlantis Island]: a mysterious [mythical] island in

the western part of the Circle Sea.
Atlas [AtAag]: a Titan, son of lapetds by one of the Okeanidés. [Either Asia or Klyméné
according to different stories. According to another story he was son of Aithér and

Gaia.]

Atreidai (Atpeiday; singular Atpeidng, Atreidés): descendants of Atrevs, especially his

children, the sons Agamémnon and Menélaos, and the daughter Anaxibia.

Atrevs [Atpeug, Atreus]: son of Pélops and Hippodamya; father of Agamémnon,

Menélaos and Anaxibia.

Atropos [Atpotog]: literally ‘unturning,” meaning ‘the inexorable’ or ‘inevitable’; the
Fate who officially chose the manner of each mortal’s death, and who, when the time
came, would cut their life-thread with her shears.

Attica: see Attiké.

Attiké [Attkn, Attica]: a later name for the peninsular region surrounding Athénai.

Atys [Atuc]: a Maionian king; son of Kétys; grandson of Manés. By Queen Kallithéa, Atys

became the father of Lydés, who would give his name to Lydia.

Aulis [AUA(c]: a coastal town in Kadmefs, opposite the island of Etiboia.

Aura [AUpa; sometimes AUpn, Auré]: a minor wind-goddess [of disputed origin]. See

Anemoi.



Aurae: see Aurai.

Aurai (singular alpa, adra): the nymphai of the air.

Auré: see Aura.

Autékhthonés [aUtoxBovec; singular altoxbwyv, autékhthon; also autochthon(s)]:
beings which sprang from the earth, as opposed to being created by a pair of
progenitors.

Autolycus: see Autolykos.

Autélykos [AUTOAUKoOC, Autolycus]: ‘wolf-self’; a mysterious mortal of Mount Parnassos

noted for his cunning and his magical powers.

Axiokhé [Af10xn]: a nymphé of Elis, most commonly remembered for being mother of

Khrysippos by King Pélops of Pisa.

Axion [A&ov]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellés.

Axion: the twenty-first [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Batea: see Bateia.

Bateia [Batelqa, Batea]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Bateia: a naidas who married King Oibalos of Sparta. Their sons were Hippokdon,

Tyndareos and lkarios.

Bateia: an Anatolian princess; daughter of King Tevkros; married Dardanos son of Zevs.



Battlecry or Alala: daughter of Pélemos; an attendant of Arés, and an associate of the

Hysminai or fighting-spirits.

Battle-Din: see Kydoimoés.

Battleshock: see Kydoimds.

Battle-spirits: see Makhai.

Bellerophén [BeMepodv]: an early Héllenic hero, son of King Glaldkos of Kérinthos;

most commonly associated with the winged horse Pégasos.

Bélos [BAAog, Belus]: son of Poseiddn and Libyé. Bélos became king of Aigyptos and

father of Danaos.

Belus: see Bélos.

Bia [Bia]: ‘force, strength’; the goddess of violence; a daughter of the Titan Pallas and

the Okeanis Styx; sister of Zélos, Niké and Kratos.

Bias [Biag]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Bias: son of Amythaon; brother of Melampous; a king of Argos; father by Per6 of Talads,

and thus grandfather of Diomédés.

Black Sea, the: a foreign name for the Hospitable Sea.

Boiotia [Bowwtia, Beotia, Boeotia]: a later name for the region of southern-central
Hellas between the Gulf of Kérinthos and the Gulf of Euboia. In earlier times it was

known as Kadmeis.

Boréas [Bop¢ag]: the north wind and its god. See Anemoi.
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Bésporos Strait, the (or simply the Bésporos, Boomopog): a narrow passage of water
linking the Sea of Marmara to the Hospitable Sea [the Black Sea]. Infamous for its
Symplegadés (clashing rocks).

Bouthro [BoUBpo0]: a town in the kingdom of Téspra.

Brauréon [Bpaupwv]: a site in Attiké sacred to Artemis, established relatively late in

history.

Briareos [Bplapewc, Briareus]: one of the Hekatdnkheirés, also known as Aigaion.

Called ‘the strong’, also ‘the sea-goat’.

Briareus: see Briareos.

Brigés, the [Bpiyeg; also Bpuyol, Brygoil: a people originally from Makedonia and its
surrounding area, said to have migrated to Anatoli where they founded the kingdom of

Phrygia.

Briseis [Bplonic]: a queen of Lyrnessds, who during the Trofan war was taken by

Akhillevs as a slave, and then taken from Prince Akhillevs by King Agamémnon.

Bréntés [Bpovtng]: ‘thunderer’; a kyklops; son of Gaia and Ourands; brother of Argés

and Sterépés.

Bronze Palace: the home of the Olympians, built atop Mount Olympos by Héphaistos.

Brotéas [Bpoteag]: a son of Tantalos and Evryadnassa.

Brygoi: see Brigés.

Cacodaemon, cacodemon, cacodaimon: see Kakodaimon.



Cadmea, Cadmeia: see Kadmeia.

Cadmeians: see Kadmeioi.

Cadmeis: see Kadmeis.

Cadmus: see Kadmos.

Caicius: see Kaikias.

Calaeus: see Kalaios.

Calchas: see Kalkhas.

Calliope: see Kalliopé.

Callirhoe, Callirrhoe, Callirrhoé: see Kallirréé.

Callisto: see Kallisto.

Callithea: see Kallithéa.

Calydonia: see Kalydén.

Canaan: see Kenané.

Capitolines, the: the Roman name for the Olympians. [But there’s much more to that

story.]

Capys: see Kapys.



Caria: a later name for Karkia.

Carthage, Carthaginians: see Kharkedén, Kharkeddnioi.

Carystos, Carystus: see Karystos.

Casandra, Cassandra, sometimes called Alexandra: see Kassandra.

Cassiépeia, Cassiope, Cassiopeia: see Kassiopeia.

Castianeira: see Kastianeira.

Castor: see Kastor.

Catamitus: a Latinised name for Ganymédeés.

Catreus: see Katrevs.

Cebren: see Kebrén.

Cebriones: see Kebridonés.

Cecrops: see Kékrops.

Centaurs: see Kéntauroi (the tribe).

Centaurus: see Kéntauros (the son of Ixion).

Cephallenia: see Kephallenia.

Cephalonia: see Kephallenia.



Cephalus: see Képhalos.

Cepheus: see Kephevs.

Cephissus: see Kephissos.

Cerberus: see Kérberos.

Ceto: see Keté.

Chalciope: see Khalkiépé.

Chance or Luck: see Tykhé.

Chaos: see Khaos.

Chariclo: see Khariklo.

Charites: see Graces.

Charon: see Kharon.

Charybdis: see Kharybdis.

Cheiron, Chiron: see Kheiron.

Chersidamas: see Khersidamas.

Chimaera, Chimera: see Khimaira.

Chloris: see Khloris.



Chromius: see Khromios.

Chronus: see Khrénos.

Chrysaor: see Khrysaor.

Chryse: see Khrysé or Khrysé.

Chryses: see Khrysés or Khrysés.

Chryseis: see Khryseis.

Chrysippe, Chrysippus: see Khrysippé, Khrysippos.

Chrysomallos: see Khrysomallos.

Chrysothemis: see Khrysothemis.

Cthonia or Chthonius: see Khthonia or Kthénios.

Chtonic gods, the: deities associated with the realms beneath the earth, such as

Haidés and Ploutos.

Cilicia: see Kilikhia or Kilikia.

Circe: see Kirkeé.

Circle Sea: also called the world-ocean; the great river that encircled the known world.

See Okeanos.

Cladeus: see Kladeos.



Clashing Rocks, the: see Symplegadés.

Cleo, Cleio, Clio: see Kleid.

Cleocharia: see Kledokhareias.

Cleodora: see Kleddéra.

Cleomestra: see Klebméstra.

Cleones: see Klednés.

Cleopatra: see Kleopatra.

Cleta: see Kléta.

Clonius: see Klonios.

Clotho: see Klotho.

Clymene: see Klyméneé.

Clymenus: see Klymenos.

Clytaemnestra, Clytemnestra: see Klytaiméstra.

Cocytus: see Kokytés.

Coeus: see Koios.

Colchis: see Kolkhis.



Concord: see Homodnoia.

Confusion: see Kydoimés.

Corinth, Corinthians: see Kérinthos, Korinthioi.

Corone or Coronis: see Koréné or Koronis.

Corycia: see Korykia.

Corythus: see Kérythos.

Cottus: see Kottos.

Cotys: see Kétys.

Cratos, Cratus: see Kratos.

Creon: see Kréon.

Crete: see Krété.

Cretheus: see Krethevs.

Creusa: see Kréousa.

Crius: see Kreios.

Cronos or Cronus: see Krénos.

Ctesius: see Ktésios.



Cteson: see Ktéson.

Cupid: the Roman god of desire and erotic love, affection and attraction. See Eros.

Curses, the: see Arai.

Cyanean Rocks: the Kuanéai, another name for the Symplegadés, the clashing rocks of

the Bésporos; so called because of their blueish colour.

Cybele: see Kybébeé.

Cyclades: see Kykladés.

Cyclopes, Cyclops: see Kyklopés.

Cydoemus: see Kydoimos.

Cynus: see Kynos.

Cyprian, the: see Kypris.

Cyprus: see Kypros.

Cyzicus: see Kyzikos.

Daedalus: see Daidalos.

Daemons: see Daimonés.

Daidalos [Aaidahog, Daedalus]: a highly skilled architect and craftsman [and, allegedly,

a pioneering aeronautical engineer] of somewhat mysterious origins; father of ikaros

and lapyx.



Daimonés, the [daipoveg, daemons, demons; singular daipwyv; also daimon(s)]: the
daimonés are lesser divinities, or spirits. [Mortals and immortals alike have been known
to disagree over exactly what was or wasn’t a daimon.]

Damater [Aapdatnp]: an old spelling of Deméter.

Danaé [Aavan]: daughter of King Akrisios and Queen Evrydiké of Argos; mother of

Persevs by Zevs.

Danaidés [Aavaidec; singular Aavaic, Danais]: the daughters of King Danads of Libyé.

Danads [Aavaog, Danaus]: son of King Bélos of Aigyptos. Danads became king of Libyé.

Danaus: see Danaos.

Daphnaiai [dadvaiai; singular dadvain, daphnaié]: tree-nymphai particular to the

laurel.

Daphné [Addvn]: see Daphnis.

Daphné: mortal daughter of the river-god Peneids. [There’s a story about her being

pursued by a besotted Apéllon and turned into a laurel tree.]

Daphnis [Aadvig]: ‘laurel’; a popular name in old Hellas. [Strictly speaking, Daphnis
was the masculine equivalent of Daphné, but the name Daphnis was also given to
some females.]

Daphnis: another name for Korykia, a Thria.

Daphnis: a son of Hermés by an unknown nymph. [He was also a pioneering musician].



Dardaneis [Aapdaveig; singular Aapdaveug, Dardanevs]: inhabitants of the city of

Dardanos.

Dardania [Aapdavia]: the territory around the city of Dardanos. Sometimes the city

itself was referred to as Dardania.

Dardanians: natives of Dardania; more loosely and less accurately, Troians. The name

Dardanians is sometimes also used to refer explicitly to descendants of King Dardanos.
Dardanian Strait: a narrow passage leading from the Aigaian Sea to the Sea of
Marmara, on the northern edge of Anatoli. [Later known as the Hellespont, and later still

the Dardanelles.]

Dardanidai (Aapdaviday; singular Aapdavidng, Dardanidés): descendants of King

Dardanos.

Dardanids, the: see Dardanidai.

Dardanium or Dardanum (also Dardanus): later names for the city of Dardanos.

Dardanoi [Adpdavol; also Dardanidai]: descendants of King Dardanos. Sometimes

Dardanoi might be used poetically to mean Troians.

Dardanos [Adpdavog, Dardanus]: son of Zevs and Eléktra. Dardanos sailed to Anatoli
and married Bateia the daughter of King Tevkros. Their son ilos founded the city of

Dardanos.

Dardanos [Adpdavocg, Dardanus, also later Dardanium, Dardanum]: a city in Trods,

sometimes referred to as Dardania.

Dardanus (also Dardanium, Dardanum): a foreign name for the Anatolian city of

Dardanos.



Darkness: the god Erebos.

Death or Thanatos: alternative name for Haidés. [Actually Thanatos and Haidés were
different gods. All rights to the name Thanatos were taken over by Haidés when he had
Death rubbed out, though Haidés sometimes sent lackies out to do his dirty work,
allowing them to use the name Thanatos. The actual Thanatos was a son of Nyx and

Erebos.]

Deianira [Anidvelpal: a tough woman who became the third wife of Heraklés and

became the unwitting cause of his death, subsequently killing herself over it.

Deidamia: see Deidamya.

Deidamya [Anidapela]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Deidamya: wife of King Elandros of Loukka; by him, mother of the future King Sarpeddn

Deidamya: one of the seven daughters of King Lykomédés of the Dolopians; Deidamya

became pregnant by Akhillevs and bore his son Neoptdlemos.

Deimachus: see Deimakhos.

Deimakhos [Anipaxoc]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Deimakhos: father of Ainarété, and thus grandfather of the children of King Aiolos.

Deimos [Acipog], or Dread: one of the Makhai or battle-spirits; son of Arés and

Aphrodité; close friend and rival of his brother Phobos (Fear).

Deiné [Aewvw, Dino]: one of the Graiai, daughters of Phorkys and Keté.
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Deiopités [Antomtitng]: fifteenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Deiphobos [AnidoBoc, Deiphobus]: the third son of King Priamos and Queen Hekébé of

Troia.

Deiphobus: see Deiphobos.

Deipylé and Deipylos [AnutuAn and AsittuAog, Deipylus]: somewhat popular names in

old Hellas.

Deipylé: daughter of Adrastos and Amphithéa; wife of Tydevs, and by him the mother of

Diomédeés.

Deipylos: a Thrakian prince; son of King Polyméstor and Queen Ilidné.

Deipylus: see Deipylos.

Delia [AnAia]: ‘of Délos’ (feminine), an epithet of Artemis, who was born on the island of
Délos.

Délian: ‘of Délos’, an epithet of Apéllon and Artemis (as Délios and Delia respectively).

Délios [AnAloc]: ‘of Délos’ (masculine), an epithet of Apdéllon, who was born on the
island of Délos.

Délos [AfjAog]: anisland in the Middle Sea (later the Aigaian or Aegean Sea, among the
islands which became known as the Kykladés). It was famous as the birthplace of

Apéllon and Artemis, and they were sometimes known as the Délians.

Delphi: see Delphoi.



Delphoi [AsAdoi]: the site of Apdllon’s oracle, on the southern slopes of Mount

Parnassds. See also Omphalés.

Delusion: see Até.

Deméter [Anuntnpl: goddess of agriculture. One of the original six Olympian siblings.

Demnosia [Anpvooia]: sixth [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Democo6on [Anpokowv]: eighth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Demons: see Daimonés.

Demophén [Anpod@v]: a son of Thesevs, and a leader of the Athenians in the Troian

war.

Demosthéa [AnpooBea]: seventh [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Devkalion [AcsukaAiwyv, Deucalion]: son of Promethevs.

Devkalion: a king of Krété; son of Minos and thus a grandson of Zevs; father of

Idomenevs.

[Devil, the: a derogatory name later bestowed by some mortals upon Haidés, king of

the underworld; derived from the Greek didbolos (3iaBoAog), meaning enemy, accuser

or slanderer.]

Dia[Aia]: anisland in the Middle Sea, later known as Naxos.

Dias [Alag]: ‘divine’; a son of King Pélops and Queen Hippodamya of Pisa.

Dice: see Diké.
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Diké [Aikn, Dice]: goddess of justice, moral order, fair judgement and immemorial

custom; daughter of Zevs and Thémis; sister of Evnomia and Eiréné.

Dino: see Deind.

Diomédé [Alopndn]: a popular name in old Hellas. [In later centuries it was sometimes

applied to the famous Diomédés son of Tydevs.]

Diomede: a foreign version of Diomédés.

Diomédés [Aloundng, Diomede]: son of Tydevs by Deipylé. Diomédés became king of
Argos after the death of his maternal grandfather King Adrastos, and was to become a
leading Héllenic general during the Troian war.

Diéné [Awwvn]: a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Dioné: an old goddess, the mother by Zevs of Aphrodité. [That’s according to one story,
which isn’t actually true. In different stories Didné is either a Titan, daughter of Atlas, or
some kind of nymphé. In some ancient votive inscriptions Didng, rather than Héra, is
the consort of Zevs. But the truth is, she was a great earth-goddess in her own right,
bought out by the Olympians. Didné literally means ‘goddess.’]

Dioné: an Okeanis.

Di6né: a Nereis.

Dioné: a Hyas.

Dioné: mother of Pélops, Brotéds and Nidbé by King Tantalos. [An Aithiopian peasant

sold into slavery as a former princess.]
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Diénysos [Alovuoog, Dionysus]: son of Zevs by the mortal woman Semélé [according to

some stories]; god of wine and celebration [and of rowdy varieties of fun].

Dios [Aloc]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Dios [Aloc]: tenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Discord or Strife: see Eris.

Divus Julius [DIVVS IVLIVS]: the Divine Julius; the new name for Gaius Julius Caesar,
the former Roman general [mass murderer and dictator] who was apotheosised. See

Julius Caesar.

Dodéna [Awdwva]: a sacred site in Epeiros, home to the oracle of Zevs, the oldest
oracle in Hellas. [Actually the site predated the dominion of Zevs. The oracle there was

consulted by the tribes living in north-west Hellds long before it was called Epeiros.]

Dodoéna: a Okeanis, associated with the sacred site of Doddna. [Actually she was

invented later as part of Zevs’s takeover of the oracle at Doddna.]

Dodonidés, the [Awdwvideg; singular Awdwvic, Dodonis): another name for the
Hyadés and the Pleiddés together. [It wasn’t actually as simple as that. There were
Dodonidés who were nymphai of Doddna, the sacred site which was home to a pre-

Olympian oracle.]

Dolionés, the [AoAioveg, singular AoAlog, Délios]: a Héllenic people who migrated
across the Sea of Marmara, where they founded a city they called Kyzikos, and
gradually settled the land beyond, which they named Mysia. [They originally came from
some Thrakian backwater. They gave themselves the name Dolionés, to distinguish
themselves from other Thrakians. It meant something like ‘the tricky ones’, a reference

to their view of themselves as cunning and clever.]
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Dolopia [AoAoTtia]: a mountainous region in south-western Aiolia (later south-western

Thessalia).

Délopés [AdNoTieg; singular AdoAoy or AoAoyog; also Dolopians]: people from Dolopia.

Délops [AdAoW]: a popular name in old Hellas. [None of which has any known

connection with the Délopés.]

Doélops: a son of Kronos and the Okeéanis Philyra; brother of Kheiron.

Délops: a son of Hermés.

[Délops: a Spartan officer during the Troian war; son of Polydoros.]

Dérians: see Dorieis.

Dorieis, the [AwpLeig; singular Awplevg, Dorievs; also the Dérians]: one of the seven

ancient tribes of Hellas, and one of the four major tribes. The Dorieis were named after

their founder, Déros.

Doris: a popular name in old Hellas.

Doris: an Okeénis who became mother by Nerevs of the fifty Nereidés.

Doris: a Nereis, named after her mother.

Doris [Awpic]: a mountainous region in central Hellds, named after Déros son of Héllen

and Orseis.

Déros [Apocg]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Déros: a son of Héllen and Orseis; founder of the tribe of Dérians.



Dorus: see Doros.

Doryclus: see Doryklos.

Doéryklos [AdpukAog, Doryclus]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Déryklos: seventh [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Dragon: a serpentine monster. [The ones in old Hellas didn’t fly or breathe fire, but if

their teeth were sown, a crop of warriors might grow. See Spartoi.]

Dread: see Deimos.

Dreams, the: see Oneiroi.

Dryadés (Apuadeg; singular Apuag, dryas): the tree-nymphai. [The name was related to

‘oak’, but was applied more generally.]

Dryops [ApUoy]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Dryops: sixteenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

[Ea (Ha, later Hwa, Eda): feminisation of Eés. What Eés starts calling himself when he

wants to become a goddess. But there’s more to the story than that.]

Eacus: see Aiakos.

Earth: see Gaia.

Echemus: see Ekhemos.



Echidna: see Ekhidna.

Echion: see Ekhion.

Echo: see Ekho.

Eétion [HetiwvV]: king of Thébai, a Héllenic colony in Kizzuwatna. Father of

Andromakhé.

Eileithyia [EiAciBula]: goddess of childbirth; acknowledged daughter of Zevs and Héra.

Eiréné [Eiprivn]: goddess of peace; a daughter of Zevs and Thémis; sister of Diké and

Evhomia.

Ekhémmon [Exéppwv]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Ekhémmon: thirteenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Ekhemos ['Exepoc, Echemus]: a king of Arkadia who married Timandra, daughter of

King Tyndareos of Sparta.

Ekhidna ['Exdva, Echidnal: a cave-dwelling monster of mysterious origins, part
nymphé&, mostly very large snake. Ekhidna was the mother of many and varied
monsters. [To be fair, she was allegedly the mother of some monsters which she
actually had nothing to do with. It was probably a case of ‘give a monster a bad name’.]
Ekhion [Exiv, Echion]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Ekhion: a Gigas.

Ekhion: one of KAdmos’s spartoi; known for his bravery, skill-at-at-arms and wisdom.



Ekhé [Hxw, Echo]: an oreias from Mount Kithairén in Kadmeia.

Elatos ['EAatoc, Elatus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Elatos: a king of Arkadia; a son of King Arkas. Elatos married Princess Laodiké of
Kypros, and by her became the father of several sons including the future King
Stymphalos of Arkadia.

Elatus: see Elatos.

Electra: see Eléktra.

Electryon: see Elektryon.

Eléktra [HAéktpa, Electra]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Eléktra: an Okeéanis. Eléktra married the sea-god Thalmas and by him became the
mother of the rainbow-goddess iris, the Titdn messenger-goddess Arké, and the
harpyiai.

Eléktra: a Pleias.

Eléktra: the mother of Dardanos by Zevs; the grandmother of the ilos who founded the

city of Dardanos.

Eléktra: a daughter of Agamémnon and Klytaiméstra.

Elektryon [HAektpUwv, Electryon]: king of Mykénai, son of Persevs and Androméda and
thus a grandson of Zevs, Elektryon was father of Alkméné and thus maternal

grandfather of Heraklés.

Eleians: see Eleioi.



Eleioi [HA<ioy; singular HAglog, Eleios; also Eleians]: people of Elis. See also Epeioi.
Elis ["HAwc]: the wife of Endymion.

Elis ["HAw]: a city, and later a region, in western Apia (later the Pelopénnesos). The city
was founded by Endymion and named after his wife. Its people later became known as
Epeioi or Epeians, after King Epeids.

Elysion [HAUGlov, Elysium]: dwelling place of the blessed dead in the underworld. [The
relatively nice part of the underworld. The Héllenés usually referred to the place as the
Elysian Fields or the Elysian Plain.]

Elysium: the Latin word for Elysion.

Enarete: see Ainarété.

Endeis [Ev3nic]: an oreids of Mount Pélion in Aiolia (later Thessalia); daughter of the
kéntauros Kheiron and the nymphé Khariklo; sister of Hippé, Okyrrhéi and Karystos.
Endeis married King Aiakds of Aigina, and by him became mother of Pelevs and
Telamon.

Endymion [Ev3upiwv]: a mortal man of mysterious origin, who founded the city of Elis,
which he named after his wife. Endymion had numerous children including Epeiés,
after whom the people of Elis would commonly be known as Epeioi or Epefans.

Enyalios [Evudaloc, Enyalius]: a minor war-god, son of Arés and Enyé.

Enyé [Evuw]: a minor war-goddess. [Sometimes considered to be the wife of Arés

(though not by Arés).]

Enyé: one of the Graiai.
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[Eéa [Hwa]: see Ea.]

Eés [Hwc]: a lieutenant of Zevs. [Runs the dawn. See also Ea.]

Epaphos ['Enddoc, Epaphus]: the son of Zevs and 16; father of Libyé.

Epaphus: see Epaphos.

Epeioi [Emeloi; singular Emte16¢, Epeids; also Epeians]: the people of Elis, after King

Epeids son of Endymion.

Epeids [Emeloc]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Epeiés: the son of Endymion and Elis. Epeiés became king of the city of Elis, after which

its people became known as Epeioi or Epeians.

Epeids: a man from Elis, named after the hero Epeids.

Epeiros or Apeiros ["Hmeipoc, Antetpog, Epirus]: a later name for an area in north-

western Hellas, previously called Téspra, then Thesprotis.

Ephyra [EdUpa]: a popular name for people and places in the Héllenic world.

Ephyra: a city on the site of what was later called Kérinthos.

Epidaurus: see Epidavros.

Epidavros [Emidaupoc, Epidaurus]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Epidavros: an aide to King Agamémnon during the Troian war.



Epimelidés [EmpeAideg; singular Epelic, epimelis; sometimes epimeliadés,
EmpeAldadec; singular érpeMdg, epimelids]: nymphai associated with meadows and
pastures, orchards and individual fruit trees. They were sometimes called malidés
(HaAideg; singular paAldg, malias); melidés (pueAidec; singular peAlag, melias);
maliadés (paAlddec; singular paAlag, malias).

Epimetheus: see Epimethevs.

Epimethevs [Emiun6elcg, Epimetheus]: son of lapetds; younger brother of Promethevs;

husband of Pandéra; father of Pyrrha.

Epipotaméidés, the [érumotapidsg; singular £rumotapnic, epipotaméis]: another name

for the potameéidés, the river-nymphai.

Epirus: see Epeiros.

Epopevs [Entwmelcg, Epopeus]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Epopevs: a son of Poseiddn; became king of Sikydn; married Antiépé the daughter of

King Nyktevs of Thébai.

Erasinos [Epacivog, Erasinus]: a river in Arkadia and Argos, and its god. [The river
passes a sacred spring where eventually there was a sanctuary of Artemis at Braurén
on the eastern coast of Attiké near the Aigaian Sea.]

Erasinus: see Erasinos.

Eraté [ Epatw]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Eraté: a Nereis.



Erato: ‘the amorous one’; Muse of love or erotic poetry, prose and lyrics, marriage

songs and pornography.

Erebos ['EpeBoc, Erebus] or Darkness: the part of the underworld through which the
shades of mortals travel to reach the River Styx and the ferry of Kharon. [To some
people, an alternative name for Haidés. In fact Erebos was an older god, offspring of
Khaos and father to a disputed number of children, and his story was suppressed by the
Olympians.]

Erebus: see Erebos.

Erechtheus: see Erekthevs.

Erekthevs [EpexBel¢, Erechtheus]: the name of two early kings of Athénai. Erekthevs |

was also known as Erikthénios. Erekthevs Il was the son of Pandion | and Zevxippé.

Eriboea: see Eriboia.

Eriboia [EpiBolq, Eriboea]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Eriboia: another name for Periboia, the mother by Telamdn of the great warrior Aias.

Erichthonius: see Erikhthonios.

Erigéné [Hpwyovn]: a daughter of Aigisthos and Klytaiméstra; sister of Alétés and

Heléné.

Erikhthénios [EpixBoviog, Erichthonius] (also known as Erekthevs I): a king of Athénai,
seeded by Héphaistos in the earth and brought up by Athena [that is, according to one
of the more ridiculously far-fetched stories put about by Zevs, which Hermés

nevertheless managed to get most of the population of old Hellas to accept as fact].



Erikhthénios: son of Dardanos; brother of ilos; father of Trés, who gave his name to

Troia.

Erinyés, the [Epwec; singular Epivug, Erinys]: see Furies.

Eridpis [Epimc): ‘with the lovely hair’; a popular name in old Hellas.

Eriopis: a queen of Lokris. Wife of Oilevs and mother of Aias the Lesser.

Eriphylé [EpipUAn]: daughter of King Talads of Argos and Lysimakhé. By Amphiéraos,
Eriphylé became mother of Alkmaion and Amphilokhos. [Somehow she found herself

retrospectively written into the legend of the necklace of Harmonia.]

Eris, or Discord or Strife ['Epic]: daughter of Nyx (Night) and Zevs. [It may almost be a
surprise, but Eris was not actually the illegitimate daughter of Zevs. It’s complicated.]
Eris is known as the heartbreaker, the great battle-maker [including in domestic and
other contexts], sometimes Eris of the unquenchable fury [though really she’s more
mischievous than furious; just a goddess with a natural penchant for causing trouble].
Counted among her children are Até (Ruin) and Pénos (Toil), plus the Algea (the
agonies), the Androktasiai (the manslaughters), the Hysminai (fighting spirits), the
Makhai (battle-spirits), and the Phénoi (the murders); also the Amphilogiai (the

disputes) and Neiké (the quarrels).

Eros ['Epwc]: the sex-god, son of Aphrodité and Arés. [Lots of people claimed various
alternatives for his parenthood, or even that he was some kind of primordial force. In
fact he was the son of Aphrodité by Phanés, but the story was suppressed for political
reasons.]

Ether: see Aithér.

Ethionémé [HOwovoun]: eighth [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.
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Ethiopia: a later spelling of Aithiopia.

Euandros [EUavdpog, Evander]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Euandros [EUavdpoc, Evander]: a son of King Sarpeddn | of Loukka; became king,
married Deidamya and by her became father of another Sarpeddn, who was to become
Sarpedén ll.

Euarété [EUapgtn]: a moderately popular name in old Hellés.

Euarété: a daughter of King Akrisios and Queen Evrydiké of Argos.

Euarété: a lady of mysterious origins who married King Oinédmaos of Pisa and by him

became mother of Hippodamya.

Euboia [EUBoLa, EUboia, later Evia): the second-largest Héllenic island after Krété.

Euboia lies off the eastern coast of central Hellds, alongside Kadmeis.

Etenos [EUnvog, Evenus]: a son of Arés, renowned as a charioteer.

Euérés [EUnpng, Eueres; also Euérous, EUrjpouc]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Euérés: a Théban shepherd who became father of Teiresias by the nymphé Khariklé.

Euérous: see Euérés.

Euippé [EVintntn, Evippe]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Euippé: (also known as Hippé or Melanippé): daughter of the kéntauros Kheiron.

Eumenidés, the [EUpevideg, singular EUpevic, Eumenis]: ‘the gracious ones’, ‘the

kindly ones’. Another name for the Erinyés or Furies.
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Euphorbus: see Evphorbos.

Euphrosyne: see Evphrosyné.

Euripus: see Evripos.

Euronotus: see Evronétos.

Europa or Europe: see Evropé.

Eurus: see Evros.

Euryale: see Evryalé.

Euryanassa: see Evryanassa.

Eurybia: see Evrybia.

Eurydice: see Evrydiké.

Eurymedousa or Eurymedusa: see Evrymédousa.

Eurynome: see Evrynémeé.

Eurypylus: see Evrypylos.

Eurystheus: see Evrysthevs.

Eurythion or Eurytion: see Evrythion.

Euterpe: see Evtérpé.



Euthymia: see Evthymia.

Eutychia: see Evtykhia.

Evander: see Elandros.

Evarete: see Euaréteé.

Evenus: see Elenos.

Everes: see Euérés.

Evia: a later name for Euboia.

Evippe: see Euippé.

Evnomia [EUvopia, Eunomial]: goddess of good order and lawful conduct; a daughter of

Zevs and Thémis; sister of Diké and Eiréné.

Evphorbos [E0¢popBog, Euphorbus]: a Troian warrior during the war against the

Héllenés.
Evphrosyné [EUppooUvn, Euphrosyne]: ‘the mirthful’. One of the three Graces;
goddess of joyous beauty. Evphrosyné was also known as Evthymia (‘good mood’) or

Evtykhia (‘good luck’).

Evripos [EUpurtog, Euripus]: literally ‘the Strait’ or ‘the Narrows’; a name later applied to

the strait separating the island of Etboia [later Evia] from Kadmeis [later Boiotia].

Evrénotos [eUpdvotog, Euronotus]: the south-south-east wind-god. See Anemoi.



Evrépé [EUpwrn, Europa, Europe]: a mysterious princess from Séros in Kenané. Evrépé
was mother by Zevs of Minos and Rhadamanthys, both of whom would become kings of
Krété, and of Sarpeddn, the grandfather of the Sarpeddn who would lead the Loukkans

in the Troian war. Evropé married Asterion and became queen of Krété.

Evros [Eproc:, Eurus]: the east wind and its god. [Evros seems to have veered south-

easterly sometimes.] See Anemoi.

Evrétas [EUpwtag, Eurotas]: son of King Mylés of Lelegia. Having no male heir, Evrétas

bequeathed his kingdom to Lakedaimon, who married Evrétas’ daughter Sparta.

Evryalé [EUpudAn, Euryale]: ‘the far-roaming’, a very popular name in old Hellas.

Evryalé: one of the Gorgonés.

Evryanassa [EUpudvacoa, Euryanassal: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Evryanassa: a daughter of the river-god Paktolds; wife of Tantalos.

Evrybia [EUpuBia, Eurybia]: daughter of Gaia and Pdntos. Evrybia married the Titan

Kreios and became mother of Astraios, Pallas and Pérsés.

Evrydiké [EUpudikn, Eurydice]: a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Evrydiké: a mysterious nymphé who married the mortal bard Orphevs.

Evrydiké: a queen of Argos; mother of Danaé by Akrisios.

Evrydiké: daughter of Adrastos. Evyrdiké married ilos son of Trés and by him bore the

future King Laomédon | of Troia.



Evrydiké: eldest daughter of King Klymenos of the Minyans. This Evrydiké became

queen of Pylos and mother of King Néstor’s children.

Evrymédousa [EUpupédouoa, Eurymedousa, Eurymedusal: a popular name in old

Hellas.

Evrymédousa: a daughter of the river-god Akheldios. She became father of Myrmidon

by Zevs.

Evrynémé [EUpuvopn, Eurynome]: a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Evrynémeé: an Okeanis, the mother of the three Graces by Zevs. [Most Olympians know
some or all of that story to be a cover for some ancient skulduggery. Their actual mother
was Aphrodité, and their father was Didnysos.]

Evrypylos [EUpUTIUAOG, Eurypylus]: an extremely popular name in old Hellas.
Evrysthevs [EUpuoBeuc, Eurystheus]: son of Sthénelos and Nikippé; a grandson of
Persevs. Evrysthevs became king of Mykénai and Tiryns and later became the second

husband of Hippodamya.

Evrythion [EUpuBiwv, Eurythion] or Evrytion [EUpuTtiwyv, Eurytion]: ‘widely honoured’; a

very popular name in old Hellas.

Evrytion: a king of Phthia; an Argonaut; father of Antigéné.

Evtérpé [EUtépmin, Euterpe]: ‘the well pleasing’; Muse of lyric poetry and music.

Evthymia [E0Bupia, Euthymia]: ‘good mood’; another name for the Grace Evphrosyné.

Evtykhia [EUtuyia, Eutychia]: ‘good luck’; another name for the Grace Evphrosyné.



Fates, the [the Moirai, Moipal. Moerae, Moirae; singular Moipa, Moira]: the three white-
robed sister-goddesses who measure and terminate mortal lives. Klotho ‘the spinner’
would spin the thread of a mortal life; Lakhesis ‘the allotter’ would measure it; and
Atropos ‘the unturning’ would determine the cause of the mortal’s death. [They had a
mixed relationship with Zevs, who liked to emphasise that he controlled the Fates,

although they themselves had other ideas.]

Fear or Phébos [®6Boc, Phobus]: a minor war-deity; son of Aphrodité and Arés; brother
of Deimos and Harmonia. [Definitely one of the war-god’s people, although he also

does much other business on the side. Actually Harmonia wasn’t really their sister.]

Furies or Erinyés, the: the ‘angry ones’ whose job was to punish mortals for their sins.
Also known as the Eumenidés. They were born from drops of blood that fell into the sea
when Krénos threw Ourands’s severed testicles into it. [There were various other
stories of their origin, although most people agreed there were three of them: Alektd,

Mégaira and Tisiphoné.]

Gaea: see Gaia.

Gaia [[dia, Gaea]: the earth-goddess; mother and wife of Ourands and by him the
mother of the twelve Titanés, the three Hekaténkheirés, the kyklopés Argés, Bréontés
and Sterépés. Gaia also gave birth to Péntos and other sea-deities, as well as the
Erinyés (Furies), the Gigantés and the Meliai (ash-tree nymphs), and others. [There’s a
lot more to all of those stories.]

Gaius Julius Caesar: see Julius Caesar.

Ganymede: see Ganymédés.

Ganymédeés [[avupundng, Ganymede; also later known as Catamitus]: son of Trés and

Kallirréé [though there are other stories]. Reputed the most beautiful young man in the



world, who was taken up to Olympos to serve the father-god. [That is, Zevs abducted

him to be what he euphemised his cupbearer.]

Géras ['fjpag]: god of old age, and of the wisdom it brings to mortals; a son of Nyx and

Erebos.

Geryén [[npuwv]: a giant, son of Khrysdor and Kallirréé; grandson of Médousa; nephew
of Pégasos. [Mostly famed for owning cattle and having an unusual arrangement of
body parts. Note, he was a giant but not one of the Gigantés.]

Gigantés, the [[yavteg; singular lyag, Gigas]: a race of giants often employed by the
gods, for example as guards at the Bronze Palace on Mount Olympos. [They weren’t
always especially big, but they were strong and powerful. Not all giants were Gigantés.
The word Gigas refers to one of the Gigantés, but it wouldn’t be capitalised if it referred

to any old giant in the sense of very large person.]

Gigantomachy: a name given to the war between the Olympians and the Gigantés. [Not

to be confused with the Titanomachy.]

Gigantomakhia [[iyavtopayia]: see Gigantomachy.

Glauce: see Glaukeé.

Glaucus: see Glaukos.

Glaukeé [[Aaukn, Glauce]: ‘blue-grey’ or ‘gleaming’; a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Glaukos [[Aalkocg, Glaucus]: ‘blue-grey’ or ‘gleaming’; a highly popular name in old

Hellas.

Glaukos: a mortal fisherman who ate a magical herb and became a sea-god.



Glaukos: king of Kérinthos; father of Bellerophdn.

Golden Fleece, the [Xpucopalov Aépag, Khrysémallos Déras]: the pelt of the winged

ram Khrysomallos of Kolkhis.

Gorgé [[opyn]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Gorgé [lTopyw]: singular form of Gorgdénés; also a name sometimes given specifically

to the Gorgdé Médousa.

Gorgonés, the (Topywveg; singular lopyw, Gorgd): Sthend, Evryalé and Médousa, the
three daughters of Keté and Phorkys. Gorgénés look like women but have snakes
instead of hair, and any mortal who looks them in the eye turns to stone. [Various

sources suggest alternative parentage.]

Gorgoéneion [yopyovelov]: a Gorgd’s head emblem; a device favoured by Athena.

Gorgythion [TopyuBiwv]: third [known] illegitimate son of Priamos. His mother was

Kastianeira of Aisyme.

Graces, the: the Kharités, goddesses of charm and beauty; Aglaia, Evphrosyné and
Thaleia; daughters of Evryndmeé by Zevs. [In fact most of the Olympians know they are
the daughters of Aphrodité by Didnysos. Some populations recognised other goddesses
they called Graces - see Kléta and Phaénna - but Aglaia, Evphrosyné and Thaleia were

the originals.]

Graeae see Graiai.

Graeci, Graecians, Grecians, Greeks: foreign names for the Héllenés. See also

Graikoi.

Graecus: see Graikods.



Graiai, the [[paial, Graeae; singular 'paia, Graia): ‘the grey ones’; Deiné, Pemphredd

and Enyd, daughters of Keté and Phorkys, and sisters of the Gorgénés.
Graikoi, the [[pawoi; singular I'paikog, Graikés): a Héllenic tribe originally from
Kadmeia. [The Romans later applied their name - Graeci in Latin — to all Héllenés, and

referred to Hellas as Graecia.]

Graikés [[paikog, Graecus]: son of Zevs and Panddra; founder of the Graikoi. [That was

a later story circulated for political reasons.]

Great Father: the god-king and god-father, Zevs.

Great Sea, the: the sea which lies between Hellas and Hesperia on its northern shores,
Anatoli in the east and Aigyptos and Libyé in the south, stretching westwards to the

Circle Sea. [What later millennia would call the Mediterranean Sea.]

Grecians, Greeks; also Graeci, Graecians: foreign names for the Héllenés. See also

Graikoi.

Griff, griffin, griffon, gryphon, gryps or grypus: see Gryph.

Gryph [ypuu, griff, griffin, griffon, gryphon, gryps or grypus]: a creature resembling a lion

with the head, wings and talons of an eagle.

Gulf of Salamis: the gulf later known as the Saronic Gulf. It lies east of the Korinthian

Isthmus and leads into the Middle Sea (later called the Aigaian or Aegean Sea).

Hades: see Haidés.

Haidés [[Adncg, Hades]: the unseen, the king of the dead; god of the underworld; one of

the six original Olympian siblings.



Hamadryadés [auadpuddeg; singular Guadpudg, hamadryas): a kind of tree-nymphé,

bonded to a particular tree. She dies when her tree dies.
Harmonia: goddess of harmony and concord; daughter of Arés (god of war) and
Aphrodité (goddess of love). [Actually that story was put about for political reasons.

Harmonia was actually the daughter of Zevs and a Pleids called Eléktra.]

Harpina [Apmuiva]: the naids of a spring near Pisa, daughter of the river-god Asopds; by

Arés, Harpina became mother of the future King Oinémaos of Pisa.

Harpyiai [Gprtulay; singular Gpruta, harpyia): daughters of Thalimas and Eléktra. The

harpyiai appeared half-human, half-bird.

Heaven: Olympos, where the gods dwell. [Actually it was much more complicated than
that. Originally Heaven was synonymous with Ourands — it was a word for the sky, in a
mystical sense, as Ourands was the sky-god. Later, heaven became seen as the high
place where dwelt the gods, synonymous with Mount Olympos. Thus Zevs and Héra

took on the titles of king and queen of heaven.]

Hébé ['HBN]: goddess of youth; daughter of Zevs and Héra; fourth wife of Heraklés, and

mother by him of Alexiarés and Aniketos.

Hecate: see Hekaté.

Hecatoncheir, Hecatoncheires: see Hekatdnkheirés.

Hector: see Héktor.

Hecuba: see Hekabeé.

Hedoné [H3ovn]: the daughter of Eros and Psykhé; the goddess of pleasure.



Hekabé [ExkdBn, Hecuba]: a queen of Troia; wife of King Priamos. [A lady of mysterious

origins but seemingly impeccable breeding.]

Hekaté [Exkdatn, Hecate]: daughter of the Titanés Pérsés and Asteria. [Later bought by
Zevs, Hekaté was a multi-tasking goddess associated with childbirth and nurturing the
young, also with gates and walls, doorways, crossroads, wilderness, lunar lore,

torches, dogs, magic and what later became known as witchcraft.]

Hekaténkheirés [Ekatoyxelpeg, singular Ekatoyxelp, Hekatonkheir; or Exatdyxeipog,
Hekaténkheiros): literally the ‘Hundred-Handers’; giants each with fifty heads and one
hundred arms. Offspring of Gaia and Ourands. See Briareos (or Aigaion), Gygés,

Koéttos.

Héktor ['Ektwp, Hector]: a Troian prince; eldest son of King Priamos and Queen

Hekabé; the greatest of Troian warriors.

Helen: see Heléné. [Not to be confused with Héllen son of Devkalion.]

Heléné [EAévn, Helen]: daughter of Zevs (or some said Tyndareos) by Léda; sister of

Kastor, Polydevkés, Klytaiméstra, Timandra, Phoibé and Philonéé. Heléné married King

Menélaos of Sparta and subsequently eloped with Prince Péris of Troia.

Heléné: a daughter of Aigisthos and Klytaiméstra; sister of Alétés and Erigéné.

Hélenos [‘EAevog, Helenus]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Hélenos: a Troian prince and gifted seer; fourth son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé

of Troia; twin of Kassandra.

Helenus: see Hélenos.



Helice: see Heliké.

Helicon: see Helikon.

Heliké [EAikn, Helice]: a city on the northern coast of Akhaia in the Pelopdnnesos.

Helikon [EAkwyv, Helicon]: a mountain north of the Gulf of Kérinthos, in the area later

known as Thespiai in Boiotia.

Hélios ['HAwoc, Helius]: the Olympian sun-god; son of the Titanés Hyperion and Theia.
Hélios was sometimes called Hyperion (‘the one above’) or Phaéthon (‘shiner’, ‘the
shining’).

Helius: see Hélios.

Hellas [EANGG): a large country at the northern side of the Great Sea, with many islands

around it; the place the Romans named Graecia [Greecel].

Héllen ['EAnv]: son of Devkalion and Pyrrha; father of Déros, Xouthos and Aiolos; the

ancestor of the Héllenés.

Héllenés, the ['EAAnveg; singular "EAAnv, Héllen]: the people of Hellas; the people later
known in some places as the Greeks. There were seven tribes: the Aiolians, Akhaians,
Dérians, Graikoi, l6nians, Magnetés and Makedonés. [Not all of that was entirely
true.]

Heméra [Hpuépa]: goddess of the daytime; daughter of Darkness and Night.

Henikeia [Evikeia): ninth [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Hephaestus: see Héphaistos.
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Héphaistos ['Hdalotog, Hephaestus]: the Olympian god of artisans, blacksmiths,
carpenters, craftsmen, fire, metallurgy, metalworking, sculpture and volcanoes; son of
Zevs and Héra. [The wondrously talented god of craftsmanship and intellect, much
mocked for his physical disability and generally considered geeky. Widely rumoured to
have been borne by Héra without a father, just to spite Zevs for his act in giving birth to
Athena without a mother; but of course that was just a myth, and the truth involved a

rather more down-to-earth instance of infidelity.]

Héra ['Hpa, Here]: the great goddess-queen; one of the six original Olympian siblings;
wife and sister of Zevs; queen of heaven. Héra was also goddess of fertility, marriage
and families, protector of women in childbirth, protector of the rights of married
women, and protector of cattle. [She wasn’t always entirely vigilant regarding all of

that.]

Heracleidae, Heracleids, Heraclids: see Herakleidai.

Heracles, Hercules: see Heraklés.

Herakleidai, the [HpakAeidng, Heracleidae, Heracleids, Heraclids; singular

‘HpaxAeidne, Herakleidés, Heracleid, Heraclid]: the descendants of Heraklés.

Heraklés [HpakAfic, Heracles, Hercules]: ‘fame of Héra’, ‘glory of Héra; he of the many
labours; heroic son of Zevs by Alkméng; foster son of Amphitryon. Through his mother,
Heraklés was a descendant of Persevs. Originally Heraklés was called Alkaios or
Alkeidés. He was married successively to Megara, Omphalé, Deianira. Heraklés was
deified in recognition of his multifaceted prowess and became the Olympian god of
strength and magnanimity, endeavour and resilience, and he married the youth-

goddess Hébé.

Hercules, Heracles: see Heraklés.

Here: a later spelling of Héra.
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Hermés [Eppfic]: son of Zevs and the Pleias Maia; the Olympian messenger-god, god of
speed, escort of the dead to the underworld; trickster-god and patron of thieves; also a
highly gifted healing-god; chief lieutenant to the god-king. [Increasingly handled
communications, intelligence and public relations — effectively the god-father’s

intelligence chief and spindoctor.]

Hermioéné [Eppidvn]: daughter of the future King Menélaos and Queen Heléné of

Sparta.

Herophilé [EpodiAn]: ‘friend of heroes’; a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.
Herophilé: a Troian priestess of Apéllon, and an advisor to Queen Hekabé.

Hesioné [Howovn]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Hesidéné: a daughter of King Laomédon of Troia, and sister of the future King Priamos.
Hesidoné became the second wife of King Telamén of Salamis, and mother by him of the
warrior Tevkros.

Hesperia [Eomnepia]: the Western Land, later known as Italia.

Hespéria [Eomnéplal: a moderately popular name in old Hellés.

Hesperidés, the (Eomepidec; singular Eomepic, Hesperis): nymphai who tend a

wonderful garden at the far west of the world.
Hestia [Eotia]: goddess of hearth and home; one of the six original Olympian siblings.
Hieromnémeé [lepopvnun]: ‘memory of the holy rites’; an Anatolian naias, daughter of

the river-god Siméeis. Hieromnémé married Assarakos and by him became the mother

of Kapys.
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Hippalcimus, Hippalcmas, Hippalcus, Hippalkamon, Hippalkimos, Hippalkmos,

Hippalmos or Hippalmus: see Hippalkimos.

Hippalkimos [ItndAkipog, Hippalcimus, Hippalcmas, Hippalcus, Hippalkamon,

Hippalkimos, Hippalkmos, Hippalmos, Hippalmus]: ‘strong horse’, ‘doughty or heroic

horse’, ‘horse of great prowess’; a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Hippalkimos: the first son of Pélops and Hippodamya.

Hippasos [Intntacoc, Hippasus]: ‘horse’; a son of King Pélops and Queen Hippodamya

of Pisa.

Hippassus: see Hippasos.

Hippé ['Imrin]: daughter of the kéntauros Kheiron. Hippé was also known as Euippé or

Melanippé.

Hipp6 [Imnw]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Hipp6: an Amazdén queen who co-ruled with the sisters Marpesia and Lampedoé.

Hippocoon: see Hippokdon.

Hippocrene: see Hippoukréné.

Hippodamas [Immoddpac]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Hippodamas: nineteenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Hippodamea, Hippodameia, Hippodamia: see Hippodamya.



Hippodamya [Intnodapela, Hippodamea, Hippodameia, Hippodamia]: daughter of King

Oindmaos and Queen Euarété of Pisa; married Pélops and became queen of Pisa.

Hippékampos [irttokaptoc; plural itrtokaptot, hippékampoi]: a species of sea-

monster with the front part of a horse and the rear body of a fish.

Hippokoon [Itrtokowv]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Hippokéoén: a son of King Oibalos and Queen Bateia of Sparta; brother of Tyndareos

and lkarios.

Hippolyta: see Hippolyté.

Hippolyté [IrtrtoAUTn]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Hippolyté: a daughter of Arés and Otréré; sister of Melanippé, Penthesileia and

Antidpé; became queen of the Amazonés.

Hipponomeé [Intrtovoun]: ‘horse-keeper’; daughter of Menoikevs; sister of Kréon and

lokasté. Hipponémé married Alkaios son of Persevs and Androméda, and by him

became mother of Amphitryon, Anaxo and Periméde.

Hipponoos [Itmévoog, Hipponous]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Hipponods: seventh son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia.

Hipponous: see Hipponoos.

Hippo6thoos [ItméBooc]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Hippothodés: eldest [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.
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Hippoukréné [Imtrmoukprivn, Hippocrene]: a spring on Mount Helikén, sacred to the
Muses. It was called ‘horse’s fountain’ because it sprang forth from where the winged

horse Pégasos struck a rock with its hoof.

Hittites: see Khattioi.

Hodedocus or Hodoedocus: see Hodoidokos.

Hodoidokos [Odoidokog, Hodoedocus, Hodedocus]: a king of Lokris. By Agriandmé,

Hodoidikos was the father of Qilevs, and thus grandfather of Aias the Lesser.

Hoi polloi [oi toAAoi]: literally ‘the many’; the common people [often with particular

reference to the noisy, opinionated ones].

Hémados [Opadoc], or Tumult: one of the Makhai; a servant of Arés.

Homoénoia [Opovola): the spirit of concord, oneness of mind, unity of heart; one of the
Praxidikai; daughter of Sotér (the saviour) and Praxidiké (the exactor of vengeance);
sister of Ktésios (Household) and Arété (Virtue). [There’s a good deal of politics to

unpick there.]

Horae, Hours: see Horai.

Hérai, the [Qpai, Horae, Hours]: the goddesses of the seasons and of other natural
portions of time. [Over the centuries, various goddesses were reckoned among the
Hérai, often for political reasons.]

Hospitable Sea, the: the sea at the far north of the world, beyond the Dardanian Strait
and the Bdosporos; known to the Khattioi [Hittites] as the Sea of Zalpa. [In Héllenic,

EV&ewvog MNoévtog, the Euxine Sea; to some people, the Black Seal].

Household: see Ktésios.
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Hyadés, the [ Yadec; singular 'Yag, Hyas): literally ‘rainmakers’; Titanic sisters,

nymphai who bring the rain.

Hyantés [ Yavteg; singular “Yag, Hyas (masculine) or ‘Yatig Hyatis (feminine)]: the

people named after Hyas.

Hyas ["Yag]: son of Atlas and Pleidné; brother to the Hyadés and the Pleiadés; the
ancestor of the Hyantés. Hyas is also the singular form of Hyantés, the people named
after Hyas.

Hyas [Ydg, Ydg; plural 'Yadec, Hyadés]: a rain-making nymphé.

Hydra ["Ydpa]: a Lernaian marsh-monster with nine heads; one of the offspring of

Ekhidna and Typhon.

Hydra, Hydréa or Hydria ['Ydpaq, "Ydp£a or 'Ydpia]: one of the islands in the Gulf of

Salamis [later known as the Saronic islands].

[Hyakinthos: a Spartan officer during the Troian war; son of Hippomédon.]

Hyllas ["YAAQC]: see Hyllos.

Hyllos ["YAAog, or Hyllas]: a son of Heraklés and Deianira.

Hyperénor [ Yrtieprivwp]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Hyperénor: one of Kidmos’s spartoi.

Hyperion [YTmtiepiwv]: ‘the one above’; one of the Titdnés; husband of Theia and by her

the father of Hélios. Hélios was himself sometimes called Hyperion.



Hypnos ["YTtvoc]: god of sleep; son of Darkness and Night; brother of Death.

Hysminae: see Hysminai.

Hysminai, the [Yopivay; singular Uopivn, hysminé]: ‘combats, fights’; the fighting-

spirits, servants of Arés; counted among the children of Eris.

lapetds [lametdg, lapetus, Japetos or Japetus]: a Titdn; son of Ourands and Gaia; father

of Atlas, Promethevs, Epimethevs, and Menoitios.

lapetus: see lapetés.

lapyx [lantu€]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

lapyx: the west-north-west wind and its god. See Anemaoi.

lasion [laciwv, sometimes called "lacog, iasos, lasus]: son of Zevs and Eléktra. lasion

had a relationship with Deméter and became the father of Phildmelos and Ploutos.

lasios [lactog, lasius]: a later spelling of iasos.

lason [lacwyv, Jason]: son of King Aison of lolkés; married Média. Most famous for

captaining the ship Argé and seeking the Golden Fleece.

iasos [lacoc, lasus, Jasus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

fasos: a name sometimes used for lasion the son of Zevs and Eléktra.

lasos: a king of Argos; son of King Triops and Queen Sésé; twin brother of Pelasgés;

brother of Agénor and Xanthos.

lasus: see iasos.
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Icarius: see lkarios.

Icarus: see ikaros.

Ida: a later name for idé; the name of two mountains, one in Krété and one in Anatoli,

overlooking Troia.

Idaea: see Idaia.

Idaia [1daiaq, Idaea]: a popular name in old Hellés.

Idaia: an epithet of the goddess Kybébé.

Idaia: a sea-nymphé; the mother by the river-god Skamandros of King Tevkros.

idas [13ac]: a prince of Apia; twin brother of Lynkevs; one of the Argonauts.

idé ["15n]: the name of two mountains, one in Krété and one in Anatoli, overlooking

Troia.

Idomeneus: see Idomenevs.

Idomenevs [1dopevelg, Idomeneus]: king of Krété at the time of the Troian war; son of
Devkalion and Kleopatra; through Devkalion, Idomenevs was a grandson of Minos, and
a great-grandson of Zevs.

Ikarios [Ikaplog]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Ikarios: a son of King Oibalos and Queen Bateia of Sparta; brother of Tyndareos and

Hippokdon.



ikaros ["lkapog, Icarus]: son of Daidalos; brother of 1apyx. [Best known for allegedly

flying too close to the sun.]

ition ["IAtov]: a city in Anatoli. It was founded by ilos son of Trés (King ilos Il of Dardania).

ilion later became known as Troia, after King Trés.

ition [IAtov]: a city in Epeiros, named after the ilion in Anatoli.

Iliona: see Iliéné.

Ilioné [IAwovn, Ilional: eldest daughter of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia.

Ilioné married King Polyméstor and by him became mother of Deipylos.

Ilium: a later name for ilion (Troia).

ilos ["1Nog, llus]: a moderately popular name in Anatoli, and later in places influenced by

Troian culture.

ilosl:a king of Dardania; son of King Dardanos and Queen Bateia; brother of

Erikhthdnios; uncle of the Trés who gave his name to Troia.
ilosll: a king of Dardania; son of Tros and Kallirr6€; founder of ilion (Troia); father of the
future King Laomédon | and of Princess Themisté. [Trivial observation: this was the ilos

who started a fashion for horsehair plumes.]

ilos I1I: a king of Trofa and Dardania; married Levkippé, and by her became the father of

the future King Laomédon Il and Prince Kapys; grandfather of King Priamos.

Ilus: see ilos.

Inachos or Inachus: see inakhos.



inakhos [lvaxog, Inachos, Inachus]: a river in southern Hellas, in what was later called
Apia or the Pelopénnesos, and its god; a son of Okednds and Tethys. inakhos founded
the city later known as Argos, and became its first king. By his sister Melig, inakhos had

many children, including the future King Phoronevs.

inakhos: the city founded by the river-god inakhos. The city was later renamed Argos,

and would become one of the great cities of Hellas.

16 [1w]: an Argive woman of mysterious origins, who became a priestess of Héra. [This
was the woman whom Zevs turned into a heifer so that Héra wouldn’t notice he was
having an affair with her. Various claims were later made about her, such as that she

gave her name to the I6nian Sea, which she didn’t.]

lokasté [lokdotn, Jocasta]: daughter of Menoikevs; became the wife of Laios, queen of

Thébai and mother of Oidipous.

lolcus: see lolkos.

lolkds [lwAkodg, lolcus]: a kingdom in Magnesia, founded by King Krethevs, at the north

end of what later became known as the Pagasitic Gulf.

ion [lwv]: a son of XoUthos and Kréousa; a grandson of Héllen; brother of Akhaids. fon
gave his name to the ionés or I6nians and indirectly to the later settlement of lonia in

Anatoli. Note: his name was not the source of the I6nian Islands.

ionés, the ["lwveg; singular ion; also the Iénians]; one of the seven ancient tribes of
Hellas, and one of the four major tribes; named after fon son of Xouthos and grandson
of Héllen. The lonés inhabited territory in Attiki and the island of Etboia. Later some of

them travelled and settled in Anatoli, and called their new home lonia.



lonia [lwvia]: a region of west-central coastal Anatoli, settled by I6nian Héllenés some
centuries after the fall of Troia; not to be confused with the I6nian Islands, which
derived their name from another source. See also ionés.

I6nian Islands [16viol vijool]: a later name for the group of islands in the Western Sea,
west and north-west of Elis. The islands include Ithaki and Samé (later called
Kephallenia). Not to be confused with lonia in Anatoli. [Despite subsequent claims that
centred on the similarity of the names, the Iénian Islands did not get their name either
from the lonés or from an Argive woman called 16.]

Iphidanassa [Idiavaocoa]: a daughter of Agamémnon and Klytaiméstra.

Iphigeneia: see Iphigénya.

Iphigénya [Ipyévelq, Iphigeneia]: a daughter of Agamémnon and Klytaiméstra.

iris ["1piq]: she of the whirlwind feet, of the golden wings, of the fleet foot; goddess of
the rainbow, and a messenger of Zevs; daughter of the Okeéanis Eléktra and the sea-god
Thaumas; granddaughter of Gaia the earth-goddess and Pdéntos the sea-god.

isos [looc, Isus]: eleventh [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Isus: see isos.

Italia: the place the Héllenés had previously called Hesperia; a long peninsular country

which stretches down into the Great Sea.

Ithaca, Ithaka: see Ithaki.

Ithaki [16dkn, Ithaca, Ithaka]: an island off the mid-west coast of Hellas; one of what

became known as the I6nian islands. Ithaki was the home of King Odyssevs.



lupiter or luppiter [loUmitep or loumitnp; later Jupiter; also later lwpBLc, 16vis, Jove]: the

Latin name for the god-king. See Zevs.

Ixion [1&iwv]: king of the Lapithai, of the land which became known as Aiolia and later
Thessalia. [Ixion was punished by Zevs for crimes against Olympian hospitality. He was
said to be the first (mortal) kin-slayer in Hellas. He was also said to have made love to a
cloud and thus become the father of Kéntauros, a disabled person who mated with
horses and thus started the race of kéntauroi.]

Ixionidai [I§oviday, Ixionidae]: see Kéntauroi.

Japetos or Japetus: see lapetos.

Jason: see lason.

Jasus: see iasos.

Jocasta: see lokasté.

Jove [also Jupiter]: another name for lupiter or luppiter, the Latin name for the god-

king. See Zevs.

Julius Caesar [IVLIVS CAESAR]: former Roman general and dictator, who was made a

god; known in Rome as DIVVS IVLIVS or Divus Julius (the Divine Julius).

Jupiter: a later name for lupiter or luppiter, the Latin name for the god-king. See Zevs.

Kadmeia [Kadpeia, Cadmea, Cadmeia]: a citadel built by the hero KAdmos. Kadmeia

was to become the centre of the city of Thébai [Thebes].

Kadmeioi [Kadpeioy; singular Kadpeiog, Kadmeios (masculine), Kadpueia, Kadmeia

(feminine); also Kadmeians]: people from Kadmeis.



Kadmeis [Kadpeic, Cadmeis]: the region of southern-central Hellas between the Gulf of

Kérinthos and the Gulf of Euboia; later known as Boiotia.

Kadmos [Kadpog, Cadmus]: a Kenanic prince; son of King Agénor and Queen
Teléphassa of Séros; founder and first king of Thébai; one of the greatest of Héllenic
heroes. [He was later credited with introducing the Phoenician alphabet to Hellas, but
he lived long before the Phoenician alphabet existed. Or Phoenicia, for that matter.]

Kaikias [Kaikiag]: the north-east wind and its god. See Anemoi.

Kakodaimon [kakodaipwyv, cacodaemon, cacodemon, cacodaimon, kakodaemon,

kakodemon]: a kakodaimon is an evil or malevolent kind of daimon.

Kalaios [KaAdioc, Calaeus]: a son of Thyéstés and Asfa.

Kalkhas [KaAxag, Calchas]: an Argive seer; son of Théstor and Polymélé; a descendant

of Apoéllon.

Kalliopé [KaAAomn, Calliope]: ‘beautiful-voiced’, ‘the beautiful of speech’; chief Muse,

and Muse of epic or heroic poetry.

Kallirr6é [KaA\ippon, Callirhoe, Callirrhoe, Callirrhoé]: ‘beautiful flow’, a very popular

name in old Hellas.
Kallirréé: an Okeanis, mother of Gerydn by Khrysaor.
Kallirr6é: daughter of the river-god Akheldios. [This Kallirr6é became the wife of

Alkmaion, and encouraged him to steal the necklace of Harmonia, which got him

killed.]


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Euboea

Kallirréé: an Anatolian naias, daughter of the river-god Skamandros. Kallirr6€ married
King Trés and by him became the mother of ilos, Assarakos, Ganymeédeés, Kledpatra and
Kledméstra.

Kallisto [KaAotw, Callisto]: a nymphé who, by Zevs, became the mother of Arkas.

Kallithéa [KaAMBEa, Callithea]: the wife of King Atys of Maionia; by him, mother of

Lydds and Tyrrhends.

Kalydoén [KaAuvdwv, Calydonial: a city in Aitolia.

Kapys [Kamug, Capys]: a fairly popular name in old Anatoli.

Kapys: son of Assarakos and Hieromnémé; became king of Dardania after the death of

his father.

Kapys: a Troian prince; son of King ilos III; brother of King Laomédon Il; father of

Ankhisés; grandfather of Aineias.

Kapys: a Troian priest of Arés during the war against the Héllenés.

Karkhedon [Kapxndwv, Carthage]: a city in Libyé, founded by Kenanic seafarers [later

called by some people Phoenicians].

Karkhedoénioi [Kapxndovioy; singular Kapxndoviog, Karkhedénios (masculine);
Kapxndovig, Karkhedonis (feminine); adjective Kapxndoviog, Karkheddnios; also

Carthaginians, Karkhedonians]

Karkia or Karkié [Kapkia, Kapkin], also Karkisa or Karkissa [Kapkioa, Kdpkiooa]: a
land in south-west Anatoli, north-west of Loukka and south of Mira. [Later known as

Caria.]



Karystos [Kapuotog, Carystos, Carystus]: a son of the kéntauros Kheiron and the

nymphé Khariklé.

Kaskanoi or Kaskoi [Kaok@vol or Kaokoy; singular Kaok@vog, Kaskanos, or Kdokog, or

Kaskos; also Kaskians]: the people of Kaskia.

Kaskia [Kaokia]: a land on the Hospitable Sea [the Black Sea], at the northern edge of

the world; later known as Paphlagonia.
Kassandra [Kacodvdpa, Casandra, Cassandra, sometimes called Alexandra;
Ale€davdpa]: a Troian princess and gifted seer; second daughter of King Priamos and

Queen Hekabé of Troia; twin of Hélenos.

Kassidépeia [Kaoolomela, Cassiopeia; also Cassiepeia, (Kaoolenela), Cassiope

(Kaoolomn)]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Kassidpeia: a queen of Aithiopia; wife of Kephevs; mother of Androméda.

Kastianeira [Kaotiaveipal: a woman from Aisymé, a town near Troia, who became

father of Gorgythion by King Priamos.

Kastor [Kdotwp, Castor]: son of Tyndareos (or some said Zevs) by Léda; brother of

Polydevkés, Heléné, Klytaiméstra, Timandra, Philondé and Phoibé.

Katrevs [Katpeug, Catreus]: a king of Krété; eldest son of Minos and Pasiphaé.

Kebrén [KeBpnyv, Cebren]: ariver in Anatoli, and its god. Kebrén was father of Oinéné by

the mother-goddess Kybébé.

Kebrionés [KeBplovng, Cebriones]: second [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Kékrops [Kekpo, Cecrops]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.



Kékrops I: an autochthon, human from the waist up, serpent below; the founder and

first king of Athénai.

Kékrops ll: a king of Athénai; son of King Pandion I. By Metiadousa, Kékrops Il became

father of the future King Pandion Il.

Kenané: the coastal lands south of Amourou and north of Aigyptos, adjacent the Great
Sea. Later it was called Khna, then Khanaan [and often known in later millennia as

Canaanl].

Kenanoi, the (Kevavoi; singular Kevavog, Kenands, adjective Kenanic): the people of

Kenané [Canaan].

Kéntauros [Kévtaupog, Centaurus]: disabled son of Ixion and the cloud-goddess

Nephélé; mated with wild horses and thus started a tribe of kéntauroi.

Kéntauroi [kévtaupol; singular kévtaupog, kéntauros; centaurs; sometimes known as
Ixionidae, Ixionidai, 1€&lovidat]: creatures with the upper body of a human on the body

and legs of a horse, where the horse’s head would be.
Kephallenia [KedaAAnvia, Cephallenia; later Keparovid, Kephalonia]: anisland in the
Western Sea, north-west of Elis; one of the I6nian Islands. Kephallenia was previously

called Sameé.

Kephallénés [Kedalfjvecg; singular KedaAArv, Kephallén (masculine) or Keparfvig,

Kephallénis (feminine); also Kephallénians]: the people of Kephallenia.

Képhalos [Kedarog, Cephalus]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Képhalos: a king whose name was later given to the island of Kephallenia (formerly

Sameé); foster father of Arkeisios son of Zevs.



Kephissés [Knoioog, Cephissus]: ariver-god; son of Péntos and Thalassa; father of
Narkissos by the naias Liriépé. [Kephissés was associated with three rivers, one each in
Attiké, Kadmefs (Boiotia) and the north-east Pelopdnnesos. He had an interesting life.]
Kephevs [Kndeug, Cepheus]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Kephevs: a king of Aithiopia.

Kephevs: a king of Tegéa in Arkadia. This Kephevs was one of the Argonauts.

Kérberos [KepBepocg, Cerberus]: a dog with three heads and a venomous snake for its
tail. Offspring of Ekhidna and Typhdn, employed by Haidés to guard the entrance to the

underworld.

Kérés, the [Kijpeg; singular Krp, Ker): death-spirits. [Hang around much of the time

with Arés the war-god.]

Keto [Kntw, Ceto]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Keto: a sea-goddess; daughter of Pontos and Gaia.

Keto: an Okeanis.

Keté: a Nereis.

Khalkiépé [XaAkiomn, Chalciope]: daughter of King Aiétés. Sister of Média.

Khéos [Xdoc, Chaos]: an old god. [Actually one of the original gods, father of Erebos

(Darkness) and Nyx (Night), amongst other primordial deities.]

Khariklé [XapikAw, Chariclo]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.



Khariklé: a nymphé who married the kéntauros Kheiron and by him became the mother

of Hippé, Endefs, Okyrrhéi and Karystos.

Khariklé: a nymphé of Thébai who became the mother of Teiresias by the shepherd

Euérés.

Kharités, the [Xdptteg, Charites; singular Xaptig, Kharis): see Graces.

Kharon [Xdpwv, Charon]: the old god who ferries people across the River Styx on their

way into the underworld.

Kharybdis [XapuBdLig, Charybdis]: a terrible whirlpool which existed in a narrow stretch
of water; often associated with Skylla, a sea-monster which patrolled near Kharybdis
hoping to devour those who avoided Kharybdis.

Khattioi, the [Xattioy; singular Xattiog, Khattios; adjective Khattikan]: a people mostly
living in Anatoli. Their empire was in decline by the time of the Troian war. [Often known

to later millennia as the Hittites.]

Kheiron [Xeipw, Cheiron, Chiron]: a wise, just kéntauros who lived on Mount Pélion;

son of Krénos and Philyra.

Khersidamas [Xepowddpacg, Chersidamas]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Khersidamas: eighteenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Khimaira [Xipaiwpa, Chimaera, Chimera]: a monster with the body of a goat, hind

quarters of a dragon and three fire-breathing lions’ heads. Offspring of Ekhidna.

Khloris [XAwpig, Chloris]: a popular name in old Hellas.



Khrémios [Xpopuiog, Chromius]: sixth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Khrénos [Xpovocg, Chronus]: the god of time, produced by Aithér, Khdos and an egg.

[Not to be confused with Krénos.]
Khrysaor [Xpuoawp, Chrysaor]: named ‘he who has a golden sword’, as he was born
with a golden sword in his hand; offspring of Médousa by Poseidén; brother of the

winged horse Pégasos.

Khrysé or Khrysé [Xpuoi} or Xpuon, Chrysel: a fairly popular name for places and

people in old Héllas.

Khrysé: an island off the coast of Troés.

Khryseis: [Xpuonic, Chryseis]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Khryseis: another name for Astynémé, daughter of the priest Khrysés.

Khrysés or Khrysés [Xpuafic or Xpuong, Chryses]: a priest of Apéllon who lived on the

island of Khrysé at the time of the Troian war.

Khrysippé, Khrysippos [Xpuainmn, Chrysippe; Xpuourmnog, Chrysippus]: ‘golden horse’;

very popular names in old Hellas.

Khrysippos: son of King Pélops of Pisa and the nymphé Axiokhé.

Khrysomallos [XpucopdAAoc]: a golden-woolled, winged ram of Kolkhis, which

provided the famous Golden Fleece.

Khrysémallos Déras [Xpuoopaiov Aépac]: see Golden Fleece.

Khrysothemis [Xpuo6Bepig, Chrysothemis]: a popular name in old Hellas.



Khryséthemis: daughter King Agamémnon and Queen Klytaiméstra of Mykénai.
Khthonia or Kthonios [X6ovia, Cthonia (feminine); X8dviog, Chthonius (masculine)]: an
epithet assigned to a deity with an underworldly aspect; also used as a name in its own

right.

Kthonios: a popular name among deities and mortals, including a Gigas, a kéntauros

and one of KAdmos’s spartoi.

Kilikhia or Kilikia: a coastal land in south-eastern Anatoli, formerly known as

Kizzuwatna, later as Cilicia.

Kirkeé [Kipkn, Circe]: a nymphé, daughter of Hélios by the Okeanis Pérsé.

Kizzuwatna: a coastal land in south-east Anatoli [later known as Cilicia], part of the

Khattikan empire.

Kladeos [KAddeog, Cladeus]: ariver in western Apia (the western Pelopénnesos), and

its god. Kladeos was the son of Okednds and Tethys.

Kleié [KAeww, Cleo, Cleio, Clio]: ‘the glorious one’; Muse of history [also very good on

the lyre].

Kledédéra [KAeodwpa, Cleodora]: ‘famed for her gift’ or ‘glorious gift’, a Thria.

Kledokhareias [KAcoxapeiag, Cleocharia, Kleiokhareia]: a naids of Apia. KleOkhareias

married King Lélex and by him became mother of Mylés and Polykaon.

Kleomeéstra [KAcopeotpa, Cleomestra]: a daughter of King Trés by Kallirréé.



Kleonés [KAewvng, Cleones]: ‘glorious’; a son of King Pélops and Queen Hippodamya

of Pisa.

Kleopatra [KAeomtdtpa, Cleopatra]: ‘glory of the father’; a very popular name in old

Hellas.

Kledpatra: a daughter of King Tros by Kallirréé.

Kledpatra: wife of King Devkalion of Krété; by him, the mother of the future King

Idomenevs, leader of the Krétans in the Troian war.

Kléta [KAnta, Cleta]: ‘the glorious’, ‘renowned’; a somewhat popular name in old

Hellas.

Kléta: a deity of mysterious origin, honoured as one of the Graces in Lakedaimon, along

with Phaénna.

Kléta: a queen of Lelegia; wife of King Lakedaimon; mother of the future Queen Sparta

of Lakedaimon.

Klonios [KAoviog, Clonius]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Klonios: a Kadmeian leader in the Troian war.

Klothé [KAwBw, Clotho]: ‘the spinner’, the Fate whose role it was to spin the thread of a

mortal’s life from her distaff onto her spindle.

Klyméné [KAupevn, Clymenel]: a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Klyméné: an Okeénis. [In some stories the mother of Atlas.]



Klymenos [KAUpevog, Clymenus]: ‘notorious’ or ‘renowned’; an extremely popular

name in old Hellas.

Klymenos: a man of disputed origins who became king of the Minyans; father of many
children including Evrydiké, who became queen of Pylos and mother of King Néstor’s

children.

Klytaiméstra [KAutawunotpa, Clytaemnestra, Clytemnestra]: daughter of Tyndareos (or
some said Zevs) by Léda; sister of Heléné, Kastor and Polydevkés. Klytaiméstra married
King Agamémnon of Mykénai, and by him became the mother of Iphigénya, Eléktra,
Laodike, Oréstés, Khrysdthemis and Iphianassa. Later she married Aigisthos the son
and grandson of Thyéstés, and by him became the mother of Alétés, Erigoné and

Heléné.

Klytaimnéstra [KAutaiwpvrotpa]: a later version of the name Klytaiméstra.

Koios [Koiog, Coeus]: a Titan; son of Ourands and Gaia; husband of Phoibé; by her,

father of Letd and Asteria.

Kokytos [Kwkutog, Cocytus]: the river of lamentation or wailing; one of the five rivers of

the underworld.

Kolkhis [KoAxig, Colchis]: a fabulously wealthy land at the eastern end of the

Hospitable Sea, almost at the end of the world.

Korinthian Isthmus: a narrow neck of land connecting Apia (the Pelopdnnesos) in the
south with the rest of Hellas. To the west of the isthmus lies the Gulf of Kérinthos, and
to its east lies the Gulf of Salamis (later called the Saronic Gulf), part of the Middle Sea

(later called the Aigaian or Aegean Sea).

Korinthioi, the [KopivBiot; singular KopivBioc, Korinthios (masculine); Kopw6ia,

Korinthia (feminine); also Korinthians]: the people of Kérinthos.



Kérinthos [KopwvBocg, Corinthus]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Kérinthos: son of the sun-god Hélios and founder of the city of Kérinthos, which would

become one of Hellas’s most prominent cities.

Kérinthos [KopwvBocg, Corinth]: a great city and kingdom at the north-eastern tip of Apia
(the Polepdénnesos), at the south-eastern edge of the gulf to which it gave its name, and
at the southern end of the isthmus which was named after it. It was founded by
Kérinthos son of Hélios.

Kérinthos: a son of King Pélops and Queen Hippodamya of Pisa.

Koréné or Koronis [Kopwvn, Corone; Kopwvig, Coronis]: ‘crow’; variants of a popular

name in old Hellas.

Koronis: a mortal woman best known as the mother of Asklépios.

Korykia [Kwpukia, Corycia; sometimes called Daphnis): a Thria.

Kérythos [KopuBog, Corythus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Kérythos: son of the mountain-nymphé Oindéné by Paris.

Kéttos [Kottog, Cottus]: a Hekatdnkheiros, called ‘the furious’.

Kétys [KoTug, Cotys]: a Maionian king; son of Manés; father of Atys; grandfather of

Lydds, who would give his name to Lydia.

Kratos [Kpatog, Cratos, Cratus]: the god of power and strength; a son of the Titan

Pallas and the Okeénis Styx. [Known for his brutality.]



Krenaiai (kpnvaiai; singular kpnvaia, krenaia): the nymphai of fountains and springs.

Kréon [Kpgwv, Creon]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Kréon: a king of Thébai; descendant of Kidmos and his spartoi.

Kréousa [Kpgouoa, Creusa]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Kréousa: a naias of the land later known as Aiolia or Thessalia; a daughter of Gaia.

Kréousa: a daughter of King Erekthevs | (Erikthdnios) of Athénai and his wife, Praxithéa.

Kréousa married Xouthos and by him became the mother of Akhaids, ion and Diomédé.

Kréousa: third daughter of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia. Kréousa married

Aineias and by him became mother of Askanios.

Krethevs [Kpn6eug, Cretheus]: a mortal king of Aiolia; son of Aiolos; grandson of
Héllen; founder of lolkds; husband of Tyré the daughter of Salmonevs; father of Aison,

Amythaon and Phérés; grandfather of lason (of Argonauts fame).

Kreios [Kpeiog, Crius, Krios]: a Titan, husband of Evrybia; by her, the father of Astraios,

Pallas and Pérsés.

Krété [Kpntn, Crete]: the largest of the Héllenic islands; home to an ancient civilisation.
Krété lies in the Great Sea, south-east of Apia (the Pelopdnnesos), south-west of

Anatoli, and north of the Libyé-Aigyptos borderlands.

Krénos [Kpovocg, Cronos, Cronus]: husband of Rhéa and father of the six original
Olympians: Deméter, Haidés, Héra, Hestia, Poseiddn and Zevs. [Kronos was in fact the
father-god of the Titanés, after he overthrew his father Ouranés. Krénos was in turn
overthrown by his son Zevs, who established a new and more powerful ruling family, the

Olympians.]



Ktésios [Ktnolog, Ctesius]: the spirit of the household and domestic order; a son of
Sotér (the saviour) and Praxidiké (the exactor of vengeance). [If that sounds odd, it may

be because there was a good deal of politics involved.]

Ktéson [Ktiowv, Cteson]: a king of Mégara; son of King Lélex; father of Pylas, the

founder and first king of Pylos.

Kuanéai [Kuavéal]: the Cyanean Rocks, so called because of their blueish colour;

another name for the Symplegadés, the clashing rocks of the Bésporos.

Kullopodion [KuA\oTtodlov]: a Lyrnessian slave captured by the Héllenés during the

Troian war.

Kuvava: the Sfardic name for Kybébé.

Kybébé [KuBnBn; also Cybele; Kavava; KuBEAn, Kybélé; KuBeAwg, Kybelis]: a mother-

goddess from Anatoli.

Kybélé or Kybelis: see Kybébé.

[Kybelikleia: ‘glory of Kybélé’; the mother of Ankhisés by Kapys.]

Kybelis [KUBeALg]: a moderately popular name in Anatoli.

[Kybelis: a slave in the household of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé.]

Kydoimaés [Kudowpog, Cydoemus]: one of the Makhai, variously known as Battle-Din or

Uproar or Confusion. [Later rebranded himself as Battleshock.]

Kykladés [KukAddec, Cyclades]: a group of islands in the Middle Sea (later the Aigaian

or Aegean Sea).



Kyklopés, the [KUkAwTeg; singular kKukAwY, kyklops]: giants who each have only one
eye, in the centre of the forehead. Argés, Brontés and Sterépés were children of Gaia
and Ouranés. Other kyklopés had other origins. [Many kyklopés were bought by Zevs
and worked for the Olympians, both before and after the Titdnés were put out of

business.]

Kynos [KUvoc]: a king of Lokris; father of Hodoidokos, and thus grandfather of Qilevs

and great-grandfather of Aias the Lesser.

Kynésouros [Kuvoooupocg, Cynosuros]: ‘dog-tail’; a son of King Pélops and Queen

Hippodamya of Pisa.

Kypris [KuTtpic]: ‘the Kyprian’; an epithet of the goddess Aphrodité.

Kypros [KUTtpog, Cyprus]: a large island at the far eastern end of the Great Sea, off the

southern coast of Anatoli; formerly known as Alashiya.

Kythera [KUBnpa, Cythera]: an island just south of the Pelopdnnesos.

Kyzikos [Kulikog, Cyzicus]: a Thrakian migrant who founded a city in north-west Anatoli

and named it after himself. Kyzikos was a son of King Ainevs.

Kyzikos: a city in Mysia. Kyzikos lay on the Sea of Marmara, somewhere east of Troia. [A

later city of Kyzikos was named after it, but was situated further east.]

Labdacus: see Labdakos.

Labdakos [AaBdakog, Labdacus]: grandson of Kddmos the founder of Thébai.

Labdakos was a king of Thébai, father of Laios, and thus grandfather of Oidipous.

Lacedaemon: see Lakedaimon.



Lachesis: see Lakhesis.

Ladon [AddwvV]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellés.

Ladon: a river-god; son of Okednds and Tethys. [Actually associated with two rivers,

one in Arkadia and one in Elis. One of those interesting stories.]

Ladon: a dragon who guarded the golden apples in the garden of the Hesperidés.

Lady Luck: see Tykhé.

Laértés [Aaeptnc]: a king of the Samaians; son of Arkeisios; grandson of Képhalos.

Laértés was best known as father of Odyssevs.

Laios [Adiog, Laius]: a king of Thébai; son of LAbdakos and grandson of KdAdmos. While
he was young, the Théban throne was usurped, and Laios was smuggled out of the city
to Pisa, where he became tutor to King Pélops’s son Khrysippos. Later the Théban

throne was restored to Laios, and he married lokasté and became father of Oidipous.

Laius: see Laios.

Lakedaimon [Aakedaipwy, Lacedaemon]: son of Zevs by the Pleids Taygété.
Lakedaimon married Princess Sparta, daughter of King Evrdtas. Evrétas, lacking a male
air, bequeathed his kingdom to Lakedaimon. The new king renamed the land after

himself, and called his new capital city Sparta after his wife.

Lakedaimon [Aakedaipwy, Lacedaemon]: a land in Apia (later the Pelopénnesos);
formerly called Lelegia. King Lakedaimon renamed the land after himself, and its
capital after his wife Sparta. Later the name Lakedaimon was sometimes used
interchangeably for the city of Sparta and the land of which it was capital. The land later

became known as Lakoniké, then Lakonia.



Lakedaiménioi, the [Aakedaipovioy; singular Aakedatpoviog, Lakedaimonios
(masculine) or Aakedalpyovia, Lakedaimonia (feminine); also Lakedaiménians]: the
people of Lakedaimon; also known as the Spartans. They were famed for their warlike
qualities, their military organisation, their single-mindedness and their brand of terse,

dry, pithy, often sardonic humour [their ‘Lakénic wit’].

Lakhesis [Adxeolg, Lachesis]: ‘the allotter’ or ‘drawer of lots’; the Fate whose role was

to measure with her rod the thread of life allotted to each human.

Lakonia [Aakwvia]: a later name for Lakedaimon or Lakoniké.

Lakoniké [AGkwvikn]: a later name for the land of Lakedaimon, before it became known

as Lakonia.

Lampadés [Aapumtadec; singular Aaptdg, lampas): torch-bearing nymphai.

Lampedé [Aapmedw]: ‘burning torch’; an Amazdén queen who ruled jointly with her

sister Marpesia and Hippo.

Laocoon: see Laokéon.

Laodameia [Aaoddpela]: a very common name in old Hellas.

Laodameia: a daughter of Bellerophdén [said by some to be mother by Zevs of King

Sarpedén of Loukkal.

Laodice: see Laodikeé.

Laodiké [Aaodikn, Laodice]: a very popular name in old Hellas.



Laodiké: A Kyprian princess who married King Elatos of Arkadia and by him became

mother of several sons, including the future King Stymphalos of Arkadia.

Laodiké: the fourth daughter of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia.

Laodiké: a daughter of King Agamémnon and Queen Klytaiméstra.

Laokéon [AGokowyv, Laocoon]: a Troian priest of Zevs; son of Akoités. [The Troian best
known to posterity for being misquoted allegedly saying ‘Beware of Greeks bearing

gifts.’]

Laomédon [Aaopedwv]: ‘ruler of the people’; a moderately popular name in the

Héllenic world.

Laomédon I: a king of Dardania; son of King ilos Il and Queen Evrydiké; brother of

Themisté.

Laomédon ll: a king of Troia; son of King ilos Il and Queen Levkippé; brother of Kapys;

father of the future King Priamos.

Laothoé [AaoBon]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Laothéé: a lover of King Priamos; mother by him of Lykaon.

Lapithai [AamtiBay, Lapiths; singular Aarti®ng, Lapithis]: a tribe descended from Apéllon.

The Lapithai inhabited territory in Aiolia (later Thessalia).

Lapiths: see Lapithai.

Larissa [Aaploc]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.



Larissa: a daughter of Pelasgds, and thus granddaughter of King Triops of Argos. By
Poseidon, Larissa bore the sons Pelasgds, Phthios and Akhaids, who each went on to

found a colony in the land later known as Thessalia.

Larissa: daughter of the infamous Piasos. Larissa married Kyzikos, king of the Dolionés.

Leander: see Léandros.

Léandros [Aéavdpoc, Leander]: a mortal man of Troas, who lived near the coast by the
Dardanian Strait. Léandros was famed for his romantic charm and his strength as a

swimmer.

Léda [Anda]: wife of King Tyndareos of Sparta. Mother of Helénég, Kastor, Polydevkeés,

Klytaiméstra, Timandra, Phoibé and Philondé.

Lélegés, the [AcAeyeg; singular AeAeyE, Lélegx (masculine); AeAeya, Lélega (feminine);
adjective AeAeyikn), Lelegiké]: an ancient people who, before the arrival of the Héllenés,

inhabited what would become Lakedaimon.

Lelegia [AeAeyia]: the land that later became Lakedaimon, then Lakoniké, then

eventually Lakonia.

Lélex [AeAeE]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Lélex: a king said to have been of divine origin [son of either Hélios or Poseidén, or
possibly he was autochthonous]. Lélex gave his name to Lelegia. He married the naias
Kledkhareias and was the father of Mylés and Polykadn. Through Mylés he was the
grandfather of Evrdtas and the great-grandfather of Queen Sparta, after whom a city

was named.

Lésbos [A¢oBoc]: a large island in the Middle Sea [the Aigaian or Aegean Sea], off the

west coast of Anatoli.



Léthé [An6n]: one of the five rivers of the underworld. Drinking its waters causes

forgetfulness.

Letd [Antw]: daughter of the Titanés Koios and Phoibé and [officially, though not really]

the mother by Zevs of Apéllon and Artemis.

Letoidai, the [Antoiday; singular Antoidng, Letoidés (masculine), Antoig, Letois
(feminine)]: Apéllon and his twin Artemis were known as the Letoidai, the children of
Zevs by Letdé. [Though some would say there was more than a little secret family history
there.]

Letreus: see Letrevs.

Letrevs [Aetpeulg, Letreus]: one of the younger sons of Pélops and Hippodamya,;

appointed commander of the Pisan king’s bodyguard. Said to have founded Létrinoi.

Létrinoi [Aétpwvol]: a town of Pisatis in Elis. It was later known as Letrinis [Agtpwic] and

Letrina [Aetpwvad].

Leucippe: see Levkippé.

Leucippos: see Levkippos.

Levkippé, Levkippos [Asukinin, Leucippe; AsUkuttog, Leucippus]: literally ‘white

horse’; very popular names in old Hellas.

Levkippé: an Anatolian woman who married King ilos of Trofa, and by him became the

mother of the future King Laomédon Il, and thus grandmother of King Priamos.

Levkippos: the only son of King Oinémaos of Pisa; a grandson of Arés.



Libas: see Lips.

Libonétos [ABovotog, Libonotus]: the south-south-west wind and its god. See Anemoi.

Libonotus: see Libonotos.

Libus: see Lips.

Libyé: daughter of Epaphos, and thus a granddaughter of Zevs. Libyé became the

mother by Poseidén of the twins Bélos and Agénor.

Libyé: the western part of the southern continent; the part that lies west of Aigyptos.

Libys [AiBug, Libus]: see Lips.

Limnadés [Apuvadeg; singular Auvag, limnas): the nymphai of lakes, ponds and

marshes.

Lips [Aly; later AiBug, Libys; or Aifag Libas]: the south-west wind and its god. See

Anemoi.

Liriépé [Aplomin]: a naids of Kadmeia; mother of Narkissos by the river-god Kephissos.

Locrians: see Lokroi or Lokrians.

Locris: see Lokris.

Lokrians, the: the people of Lokris, who took their name from Lékros, a king of the

Lélegés. See also Lokroi.

Lokris [Aokpig, Locris]: a city and kingdom in central Hellas, founded by King Lékros of

the Lélegeés.



Lokroi, the [Aokpoi; singular Aokpog, Lokrés (masculine); Aokpd, Lokra (feminine);

also the Lokrians]: the people of Lokris.

Lokros [Aokpoc]: a king of the Lélegés who led a migration and founded the city of

Lokris.

Loukka [AoUkka]: a land on the south-western coast of Anatoli, later known as Lykia or

Lycia.

Loukkoi, the [AoUkkol; singular Aoukkog, Loukkos; adjective Aoukkikog, Loukkikés;

also Loukkans, Lykians]: the people of Loukka in Anatoli.

Love: Aphrodité, love-goddess, the daughter of Zevs and Diéné. [In fact Love, or Agapé
(Aydamn), was Aphrodité’s original name. Different stories ascribe different origins.
When Krénos was god-father, the official story was that he cut off the genitals of
Ourands and threw them into the sea, seeding Aphrodité, whose name means ‘risen
from the sea-foam.’ Later, when Zevs was god-father, the story was that Aphrodité was
his daughter by Diéné. Another story is that Love was the daughter of Erebos (Darkness)
and Nyx (Night).]

Luck or Chance: see Tykhé.

Lycaon: see Lykaén.

Lycia, also Lykia: later names for Loukka.

Lycomedes: see Lykomédeés.

Lycurgus: see Lykourgos.

Lycus: see Lykos.



Lydia [Audia]: a later name for the land previously known as Maionia. Lydia took its

name from King Lydés.

Lydés [Audog, Lydus]: son of King Atys and Queen Kallithéa of Maionia; great-grandson

of King Manés; brother of Tyrrhends.

Lydus: see Lydés.

Lykaon [Aukdwv, Lycaon]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Lykaon: a son of Pelasgds. This Lykaon was a king of Arkadia who had numerous sons,

and infamously killed and cooked the youngest of them, Nyktimos, and fed him to Zevs.

Zevs punished him by turning him into a wolf. [There are other stories about what

happened to Nyktimos, which don’tinvolve being cooked.]

Lykaon: ninth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos. His mother was Laothoé.

Lykia, also Lycia: later names for Loukka.

Lykians or Loukkans: people of Loukka in Anatoli.

Lykomédés [Aukopndng, Lycomedes]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Lykomédeés: king of the Dolopians around the time of the Troian war.

Lykos [AUkog, Lycus]: ‘wolf’; an extremely popular name in old Hellas.

Lykos: a regent of Thébai and guardian of Prince Laios son of Labdakos.

Lykourgos [AukoUpyog, Lycurgus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.



Lykourgos: a son of Aleds; a great-great-grandson of Zevs.

Lykourgos: a son of Prénax and thus a grandson of King Talads of Argos; brother of

Amphithéa, and through her, brother-in-law of Adrastos.

Lynceus: see Lynkevs.

Lynkevs [AuykeUg, Lynceus]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Lynkevs: a prince of Apia; twin brother of idas; one of the Argonauts.

Lyrnessos [Aupvnoooc]: a city in Dardania.

Lyrnessus: see Lyrnessos.

Lysianassa [Auclavacoa]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Lysianassa: tenth [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Lysimache: see Lysimakhé.

Lysimakhé [Auvcwudxn, Lysimache]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Lysimakhé: daughter of Abas; granddaughter of Meldmpous. Lysimakhé married King

Talads of Argos and bore several children by him.

Lysimakheé: fifth [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Lysippé [Avoinmn]: a very popular name in old Hellas.



Lysippé: alleged to have been the first Amazén queen, and to have founded
Themiskyra. [Actually she was and she did, but the story was later changed for political
reasons.]

Macedonia, Macedonians: see Makedonia, Makeddnés.

Machae, Machai: see Makhai.

Magnés [Mdayvng]: the first king of Magnesia; son of Zevs and Thyia; brother of Makeddn.

Magnesia [Mayvnoia]: a coastal region in eastern Aiolia (later Thessalia); a kingdom

founded by Magnés son of Zevs.

Magnetés, the [Mayvnteg; singular Mdayvng, Magnés; also Magnesians): one of the

seven tribes of Hellas; the people of Magnesia.

Maia [Mdia]: one of the Pleiddés. Maia was mother of Hermés by Zevs.

Mainadés, the [pawdadeg; singular pawvag, mainas): mortal female followers of
Dionysos. [The mainadés were essentially a religious order of women devoted to the
vine-god. They were much given to ecstasy stimulated by a combination of religion,
alcohol and dancing. Their sartorial style centred around deerskins and ivy wreaths or

bull-head helmets.]

Maionia [Malovia]: a region later called Lydia. [The previous occupants were the Sfard.]

Makedon: the son of Zevs and Thyia; brother of Magnés; founder of the Makeddnés.

[Actually that was a story put about later.]

Makedoénés, the [Makedovec; singular Makedwv, Makeddn; also Makedonians): one

of the seven tribes of Hellds; the people of Makedonia.



Makedonia [Makedovia, Macedonia]: a kingdom in northern Hellas [established more

than half a millennium before Julius Caesar’s time].

Makhai, the [Mdaxai, Machae, Machai; singular paxn, makhé): battle-spirits, minor
deities who make up what Arés the war-god calls his staff. He counted among them
Alké, Deimos, Enyalios, Enyé, Eris, Homados, Kydoimés, Palioxis, Phébos and
Proioxis. [They often had their own views regarding their status. Alala was a noisy
hanger-on.]

Maliadés: see Epimelidés.

Malidés: see Epimelidés.

Manés [Mavnc]: a Maionian king; father of Kétys; grandfather of Atys; great-grandfather

of Lydés, who would give his name to Lydia.

Marpesia [Mapminocial: ‘snatcher’; an Amazén queen who co-ruled with her sister

Lampedé and with Hipp6; mother of Otréré and Oreithyia.

Medea: see Média.

Medesicaste: see Medesikasteé.

Medesikasté [Mndeowkdotn, Medesicaste]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Medesikasté: eldest [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Média [Mndela, Medea]: daughter of Aiétés.

[Mediterranean Sea: see Great Sea.]



Médousa [Mé&douoa, Medusa]: a Gorgd. Unlike her sisters Sthend and Evryalé,
Médousa could be killed. Athena chose as her emblem the gorgoneion, the severed
head of Médousa.

Médousa: second [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Medusa: see Médousa.

Megaera: see Mégaira.

Mégaira [Meyalpa, Megaeral: ‘jealous rage’; a Fury.

Mégara [Meyapa]: a city towards the northern end of the Korinthian Isthmus.

Megara [Meydpal: a Théban princess who became the first wife of Heraklés. [He killed
her and their children having been driven mad, and although it wasn’t his fault he never
forgave himself.]

Melaena: see Mélaina.

Mélaina [MéAawva, Melaena, Melena]: ‘the black’, a Thria.

Melampous [MeAdumoug, Melampus]: a seer originally from Pylos; a son of Amythadn;

brother of Bias. Meldampous became king of Argos.

Melampus: see Melampous.

Melanippé or Melanippos [MeAavinmn or MeAavirtmiog]: ‘black mare’ or ‘black horse’;

very popular names in old Hellas.

Melanippé (also known as Euippé or Hippé€): daughter of the kéntauros Kheiron.

[Actually there’s much more to that story.]



Melanippé: a daughter of Arés and Otréré; an Amazén princess, sister of Hippolyté,
Penthesileia and Antiépé. [Actually she wasn’t a daughter of Arés, but was adopted by
Queen Otréré and raised as one of her daughters.]

Melanippos: ‘black horse’; twentieth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Melena: see Mélaina.

Melia [MeAia]: as a personal name, a later spelling of Melié. Also the singular form of

Meliai.

Meliai [MeAiay; singular MeAia, Melia; also Meliadés, MeAlddec, singular Melias,
MeAwag]: nymphai specific to the ash tree; offspring of Gaia. (Unlike a hamadryas, a
Melia is not bound to an individual tree.)

Meliboea: see Meliboia.

Meliboia [MeAiBola, Meliboea]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Meliboia: one of the wives of Magnés son of Zevs; mother of his son Aléktor. Magnés

named a city after Meliboia.

Meliboia: a city in Aiolia (later Thessalia). The city was founded by Magnés son of Zevs,

who named it after one of his wives.
Melidés: see Epimelidés.
Melié [MeAin; sometimes MeAia, Melia]: an Okeanis; by her brother the river-god

I'nakhos, Melié became the mother of Phoronevs, who would become king of the city

later known as Argos.



Melpoméné [MeArtopévn]: the chanting one; Muse of chorus and later of tragedy.

Méné [MrAvn]: another name for Artemis, in her moon-goddess aspect. [Actually there’s

much more to it than that.]

Menestheus: see Menesthevs.

Menesthevs [MeveoBelc, Menestheus]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Menesthevs: son of Peteds; king of Athénai at the time of the Troian war.
Menoeceus: see Menoikevs.

Menoetius: see Menoitios.

Menoikevs [Mevolkelg, Menoeceus]: son of Penthevs; a descendant of KAdmos’s
spartoi; father of Kréon, lokasté and Hippondmé, and thus both grandfather and father-
in-law of Oidipous.

Menoitios [Mevoitioc, Menoetius]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Menoitios: son of Aktor and Aigina; became an Argonaut; father of Patroklos.

Mésés [Meong]: a later alternative name for the wind-god Skiron. [Mésés seems to
have been a variable northerly wind-god, sometimes blowing from the north-west and

sometimes from the north-north-east.] See Anemoi.

Messenia [Meoonvia]: a later name for the part of the south-western Pelopénnesos

earlier ruled from Pylos.

Méstor [MAotwp]: ‘adviser’ or ‘counsellor’; a moderately popular name in old Hellas.



Méstor: fifth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Methéné [MeBbwvn]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Methéné: a queen of Meliboia; a woman of mysterious origins; wife of King Poias, and

mother by him of Philoktétés.

Metiadousa [Mntiadovoaq, Metiadusa]: a mysterious lady who married King Kékrops Il

of Athénai and by him became mother of the future King Pandion Il.

Metiadusa: see Metiadousa.

Métis [Mijticl: ‘wisdom’, ‘skill’, ‘craft’; an Okeéanis; goddess of wisdom; mother of

Athena.

Metépé [Metwmn]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Metopé: a nymphé, daughter of the river-god Ladon. Metépé married the river-god

Asop0s and bore several children including Aigina.

Midas [Midac]: an Anatolian king [most famous for the story of the ‘golden touch’].
Middle Sea, the: the sea which links Hellas in the west, Thraki in the north, Anatoli in
the east and Krété in the south. It was known by numerous local names, and later by the
common name Aigaian [Aegean].

Minos [Mivwc]: a king of Krété; son of Zevs and Evrépé; brother of Rhadamanthys and
Sarpedodn the elder. After his death, Minos was made one of the judges of the

underworld.

Minotaur: see Minétauros.



Minétauros [Mwvwtaupocg]: a creature borne by Queen Pasiphdé to a bull. It had the

body of a human and the head of a bull.

Minyans: see Minyés.

Minyés [Mwueg; singular MwvOag, Minyas (masculine); Mwvua, Minya (feminine);
adjective Mwvudiog, Minyaios; also Minyans]: an ancient people who lived in what

would later be called Boiotia.

Mira [Mipa]: a land in Anatoli, south of Troas and Mysia, and north and west of Arzawa.

[In later centuries the region would be part of what was known as Lydia.]

Miraian: see Mireis.

Mireis [Mipeic; singular Mipeug, Mirevs; also Miraians, Miraian]: the people of Mira.

Mnemosyné [Mvnuoouvn]: goddess of memory; daughter of Gaia and Ourands, and

mother (by Zevs) of the nine Muses [according to one version of the story].

Moerae, Moirae, Moirai: see Fates.

Mount Helikén [EAkwyv, Helicon]: a mountain north of the Gulf of Kérinthos, in the area

later known as Thespiai in Boiotia.

Mount Ida: see Mount idé.

Mount idé: the name of two mountains, one in Krété and one in Anatoli, overlooking

Troia.

Mount Nysa: the mountain where Diénysos was raised.



Mount Olympos: the highest mountain in Hellads. Mount Olympos rises north of
Thessalia and lies approximately 1,600 stadia [around 20 miles, 30 kilometres] inland
from the Middle Sea [later called the Aegean Seal]. To the north, Mount Olympos faces
lands inhabited by local tribal groups in the region later known as Pieria [[iepia]. See

Olympos.

Mount Olympus: see Mount Olympos.

Mount Parnassés: a mountain in central Hellas, lying about 800 stadia [roughly 90

miles or 150 kilometres] inland from the Korinthian Gulf.

Mount Sipylos [ZituAog, Sipylus]: a mountain in western Anatoli, about 280 stadia
[roughly 30 miles or 50 kilometres] from the coast. [Known to later millennia as Mount

Spilin Turkey.]

Mount Sipylus: see Mount Sipylos.

Modusai, the [MoUoay, singular MoUoa, Mousal: the nine deities of inspiration. See

Muses.

Muses, the: the nine deities of inspiration [Apdllon’s harem]; daughters of Zevs and
Mnemosyné [according to one version of the story]. See Erato, Evtérpé, Kalliépé,
Kleid, Melpoméné, Ourania, Polyhymnia, Terpsikhoré, Thaleia. [Their roles were
basically as follows: Eratd covered art related to love and sex; Evtérpé handled lyric
poetry and music; Kalliépé was chief Muse, and was responsible for epics; Kleié was
the history Muse; Melpoméné dealt with chorus and later tragedy; Ourania with
astrology; Polyhymnia religious matters; Terpsikhéré choral song and dance; and

Thaleia covered what was left, which essentially tagged bucolic poetry onto comedy.]

Mykénai [Mukfivai, Mycenae]: a great city in north-east Apia (later the Pelopdnnesos).



Mykenaioi, the [Muknvaiot; singular Muknvaiog, Mykenaios (masculine), Muknvaia,

Mykenaia (feminine); also Mykenaians]: the people of Mykénai.

Mylés [MUANc]: a son of King Lélex by the naias Kledkhareias. Mylés succeeded his

father as king of the Lélegés, and by the Pleias Taygété became the father of Evrétas.

Mynés [MUvnc]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Mynés: a king of Lyrnessés in Anatoli at the time of the Trofan war; husband of Brisefs.

Myrmidén [Muppuwdwv]: a son of Zevs by Evrymédousa. Myrmidén became king of
Phthia in Aiolia (later Thessalia), and gave his name to its people, the Myrmidonés.
Myrmidén married Peisidiké and fathered several children including Antiphos and

Aktor.

Myrmidénés [Muppidovec; singular Muppdwyv, Myrmidén (masculine), Muppdovn,
Myrmidoénég, (feminine); also the Myrmidoéns]: warriors of Phthia and Aigina, famed for

their military excellence.

Myrtilos [Muptihoc]: a famous charioteer of Elis; son of Hermés and the mainds Myrté.

Myrté [Muptw]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Myrté: a mainas; by Hermés, the mother of the famous charioteer Myrtilos. [The speed-
god slept with Myrté once when Diénysos took him to a party and got him drunk

senseless].

Mysia [Muoia]: a land in northern Anatoli, adjacent the Sea of Marmara, and east of
Troas. [The migrant Dolionés gave the region this name, which meant something like
‘hidden place’ or ‘mysterious place’. It was largely depopulated in the decades after the
Troian war, and the name Mysia fell into abeyance, but was readopted by later

inhabitants.]



Naiadés (vaiddec; singular vaidg, naias): the freshwater-nymphai. These included the
krenaiai (pertaining to fountains and springs), the limnadés (pertaining to lakes,

marshes and ponds) and the potamidés (pertaining to rivers).

Narkissos [Napkiooog]: son of the river-god Kephissés and the naids Liriopé; a mortal

hunter of Kadmeia, notorious for his self-obsession.

Navplia [NaumAia]: a port in Apia (the Pelopénnesos), on the Argélic Gulf. Navplia was

founded by Navplios son of Poseiddn, and served the city of Argos.

Navplios [NauTAloc]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Navplios: a son of Poseiddén by Amymoéné; a celebrated seafarer; founder of Navplia.
Navplios: an Argonaut. This Navplios was a descendant of Navplios son of Poseiddn.
Navplios: a king of Euboia; a descendant of Navplios son of Poseiddn; father of
Palamédés, who led the Euboian contingent in the Troian war. [This Navplios was highly
controversial, and the subject of stories even more colourful than those of his

aforementioned namesakes.]

Navplios: a Krétan merchant, seafarer and slave-trader. [No relation to anyone

descended from Poseidén.]

Naxos [Nda&oc] anisland in the Aigaian Sea, previously known as Dia.

Neiké, the [veikn; singular veikog, neikos]: the quarrels; counted among the children of

Eris.



Neilos [NeiAoc]: a great river that rises in Aithiopia in the far south of the world and
flows northwards into the Great Sea at its delta in Aigyptos; the god of that river, son of
Okeanos and Tethys.

Neleus: see Nelevs.

Nelevs [NnAguc, Neleus]: a king of Pylos; son of Poseiddn and Tyré; brother of Pelias;

father of many children including the future King Néstor of Pylos.
Neméa [Nepea]: a sacred site in the north-east of Apia (the Pelopdnnesos), about a
day’s walk from Kérinthos. Neméa was famous for its monstrous lion, its religious sites

and its games.

Némesis [Nepeolg]: goddess of justice and retribution; bringer of divine wrath,

especially against those who challenge the gods; daughter of Zevs and Thémis.

Neoptolemos [NeomtoAepog, Neoptolemus]: the son of Akhillevs and Deidamya.

Neoptolemus: see Neoptolemos.

Nephélé [NedeAn]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Nephélé: an Okeanis.

Nephélé: a cloud-goddess.

Nereidés [Nnpnidec; singular Nnpnic, Nereis): sea-nymphai who were daughters of the

sea-god Nerevs and the Okeanis Doris.

Nereis: eleventh [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Nereus: see Nerevs.



Nerevs [Nnpeug, Nereus]: a Titan, eldest son of the sea-god Pdntos and the earth-
goddess Gaia. By the Okeanis Doris, Nerevs became father of the fifty Nereidés, a
family of sea-nymphai who lived mostly in the Middle Sea [the Aigaian or Aegean].
Néstor [Neotwp]: a king of Pylos; a son of Nelevs and Khloris. Néstor led the Pylians
throughout the Troian war and was revered by the Héllenés for his wisdom. Néstor’s
first wife, and mother of his children, was Evrydiké, the eldest daughter of King
Klymenos of the Minyans. His second wife was Anaxibia, daughter of Atrevs and
Aerdpé, and thus the sister of Agamémnon and Menélaos.

Nicippe: see Nikippé.

Night: see Nyx.

Niké [Nikn] or Victory: goddess of achievement, success and triumph; a daughter of
the Titan Pallas and the Okeénis Styx; sister of Zélos, Kratos and Bia. [A goddess more
friendly to Athena than to Arés.]

Nikippé [Nwintn, Nicippe]: ‘victorious mare’; a popular name in old Hellas.

Nikippé: wife of King Sthénelos of Mykénai, and by him the mother of Evrysthevs. [Not

to be confused with the daughter of Pélops and Hippodamya.]

Nikippé: a daughter of Pélops and Hippodamya.

Nile: see Neilos.

Niébé [NwoBn]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Niébé: daughter of King Phoronevs by the nymphé Telediké; sister of Apis. By Zevs,

Niobé became the mother of Pelasgés, also known as Argos Pelasgés, who gave his



name to the city of Argos. [Nidbé’s son was the city’s fourth king after inakhos,

Phoronevs and Apis.]

Niobé: daughter of Tantalos and Evryanassa.

Némos [Nopoc]: the spirit of law.

Nétos [Ndtoc, Notus]: the south wind and its god. See Anemoi.

Notus: see Nétos.

Nycteus: see Nyktevs.

Nyctimus: see Nyktimos.

Nyktevs [NukteUg, Nycteus]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Nyktevs: father of Antidpé, and thus grandfather of Amphion and Zéthos, sons of Zevs.

Nyktimos [NUktipog, Nyctimus]: youngest son of King Lykaon of Arkadia. [There are

different stories of who his mother was, and what happened to him.]

Nymphai, the [vOudai, nymphs; singular voudn, nymphé, nymph): minor female
deities associated with the air, mountains, woodland, water features, the sea and so
on. See Alseidés, Atlantidés, Aurai, Daphnaiai, Dodonidés, Dryadés, Epimelidés,
Hamadryadés, Hesperidés, Hyadés, Krenaiai, Lampadés, Limnadés, Meliai,
Naiadés, Nereidés, Nysiddés, Okednidés, Oreiddés, Pegasidés, Pleiddés,

Potameéidés, Seirénés, Thriai.

Nysa [NUoa]: the mountain where Didnysos was raised.



Nysiddés, the [Nuowddec; singular Nuotdgc, Nysids): another name for the Hyadés and
the Pleiadés together. The name derived from Mount Nysa, where they raised the young

god Didnysos.

Nyx [NUE] or Night: daughter of Khdos and sister of Erebos. [One of the oldest

goddesses. By Erebos or Darkness, Nyx became the mother of Agépé or Love.]
Ocean: see Okeanos.

Oceanids: see Okeénidés.

Oceanus: see Okeédnds.

Ocyrhoe or Ocyrrhoe: see Okyrhoi or Okyrrhoi.

Odysseus: see Odyssevs.

Odyssevs [Oduooelg, Odysseus; also Oliseus (OAMoelc), Olyseus (OAuoelg),
Olysseus (OAucoelg), Olyteus (OAutelg), Olytteus (OAuTtel(), Olysseus (QAuvcoelg)
and Oulixés (OUAiENQ)]: king of Ithaki and Sdmé; son of Laértés by Antikleia; one of the
leaders of the Héllenic coalition at Troia. Odyssevs was famous for his cunning and his
sharp wits.

Oebalus: see Oibalos.

Oedipus: see Oidipous.

Oeneus: see Oinevs.

Oenomaus: see Oinomaos.

Oenone: see Oindné.



Oibalius, Oibalus: see Oibalos.

Oibalos [OiBaiog, Oebalus, Qibalius, Oibalus]: a king of Sparta, who married the

nymphé Bateia and became the father of Tyndareos, Hippokdon and Ikarios.

Oidipous [Oidimoug, Oedipus]: a son of King Laios and Queen lokasté of Thébai.

Oidipous became infamous for killing his father and marrying his mother.

Oileus: see Oilevs.

Oilevs [OiAeug, Oileus]: a king of Lokris; an Argonaut; father of Aias the Lesser by

Eridpis.

Oinevs [Oivelg, Oeneus]: ‘wine-man’; a king of Kalyddn credited with introducing

winemaking to Aitolia.

Oinémaos [Oivopaog, Oenomaus]: a king of Pisa; son of Arés and the naias Harpina;

father of Alkippé, Hippodamya and Levkippos.

Oinéné [Oivévn, Oenonel: an oreids of Mount idé; daughter of the river-god Kebrén and
the mother-goddess Kybébé. Oinéné became the first wife of Paris and bore him a son,

Kérythos.

Okednidés, the [Qkeavideg, Oceanids; singular Qkeavig, Okeénis): a family of sea-

nymphai; the three thousand daughters of the Titanés Okeands and Tethys.

Okeanos [Qkeavocg, Ocean, Oceanus]: a Titan, son of Ourands and Gaia; brother and
husband of Tethys, and father by her of the Okeanidés. [Okeands ruled what was called
the world-ocean, the great river that encircled the known world. The world-ocean

wasn’t actually where the ancient Héllenés thought it was, because generally speaking



three thousand years ago they didn’t know much about what later millennia might

describe as anything north of the Balkans, south of the Sahara or east of Turkey.]

Okyrhéi or Okyrrhéi [Qkupdn or Qkuppon, Ocyrhoe or Ocyrrhoe]: a popular name in
old Hellas.

Okyrrhoi: an Okeanis.

Okyrrhoi: a daughter of Kheiron and Khariklé.

Oliseus [OAuceUg; also Olyseus (OAloeug), Olysseus (OAuvooeUg), Olyteus (OAutelq),

Olytteus (OAutteug), Olysseus (QAucoelg)]: a variation on Odyssevs.

Olympia [OAuptial: a sanctuary in western Apia (the western Pelopdnnesos), near the
confluence of the Rivers Alpheids and Kladeos, approximately 90 stadia [10 miles, 16

kilometres] inland from the I6nian Sea. Not to be confused with Mount Olympos.

Olympians, the: the family of gods who dwell in the Bronze Palace on Mount Olympos
in Hellas. The six original Olympians were the siblings Deméter, Haidés, Héra, Hestia,
Poseiddn and Zevs. The next seven to join the council of the Olympians were Aphrodité,

Apéllon, Arés, Artemis, Athend, Héphaistos and Hermés.

Olympos [OAuptmoc, Olympus]: the high mountain where the Héllenic deities live.
Olympos can also refer to the deities who live there, and their families. See also Mount
Olympos.

Olympus: see Olympos.

Olyseus [OAwoeug; also Oliseus (OAuoec), Olysseus (OAuvooeug), Olyteus (OAutel(),

Olytteus (OAutteug), Olysseus (QAucoeglg)]: a variation on Odyssevs.



Omphalé [Opdarn]: a Miraian queen, to whom Heraklés was enslaved for three years
as punishment for a murder. [She made him wear her clothes while she wore his
famous Neméan lion-skin. This apparently appealed to both of them, as they

proceeded to get married.]

Omphalés [Opdaroc]: the ‘navel of the world’; the place Zevs identified as the centre
of the world. The Great Father simultaneously launched two eagles from the ends of the
world, instructing them to fly at equal speed. Their paths crossed above Delphoi, and
Zevs placed at exactly the right spot a stone to mark the Omphalds, the world-navel.
[That was another of the more far-fetched yarns spun for political reasons, regarding

the takeover of a certain shrine.]

Oneiroi, the [6velpoy; singular dvelpocg, dneiros): the dreams, children of Erebos and

Nyx; noncorporeal divine beings employed mainly by Zevs as messengers.

Oracles: people who offer divinely-inspired counsel and/or predictions. The word can
also refer to their utterances. [Oracles were commonly consulted by wealthy Héllenés
to tell the future of a new-born child. Oracles famously delivered their forecasts in
riddle form.]

Orchomenus: see Orkhomenoés.

Oreads: see Oreiadés.

Oreiadés [0pe1adec; singular Opetdg, oreids): mountain-nymphai.

Oreithyia [Qpeibula]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Oreithyia: a Nereis.

Oreithyia: a nymphé, grandmother of Adonis.



Oreithyia: daughter of Queen Marpesia; sister of Queen Otréré; became queen of the

Amazonés, and ruled jointly with Antiopé.

Oréstés [Opeotng, Orestis]: a son of King Agamémnon and Queen Klytaiméstra.

Orestheus: see Oresthevs.

Oresthevs [Opeabelc, Orestheus]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Oresthevs: a son of Devkalion and Pyrrha.

Orestis: see Oréstés.

Orkhomenés [Opxopevog, Orchomenus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Orkhomenés: a son of Thyéstés and Asia.

Orpheus: see Orphevs.

Orphevs [Opdelg, Orpheus]: a mysterious bard; an Argonaut; husband of the nymphé

Evrydiké.

Orseis [Oponic]: the naias of a spring in Aiolia (later Thessalia). Orsefs married the hero
Héllen son of Devkalion. Her sons by Héllen — Déros, Xouthos and Aiolos — between
them founded four of the seven tribes of Hellds (Déros the Ddrians; Aiolos the Aiolians;

and Xouthos, through his sons Akhaids and I'on, the Akhaians and the I6nians).

Orthos [OpBoc, Orthus] or Orthros [OpBpoc, Orthrus]: a two-headed dog, offspring of
Ekhidna and Typhén; brother of Kérberos. [Orthos worked for Geryén.]

Orthrus or Orthus: see Orthos.



Otrera: a variant spelling of Otréré.

Otréré [Otpripn]: the first queen of the Amazdénés; the mother by Arés of Hippolyté,
Penthesileia and Antidpé. [In fact, the first queen of the Amazénés was Lysippé. The
story was later changed for political reasons, after Arés fathered several children on

Otréreé.]

Oudaios [OUddiog, Udaeus]: one of Kidmos’s spartoi, and an ancestor of the seer

Teiresias.

Ougaritis: see Oukarito.

Oukarito [OUkapttw]: an important coastal city in Amourou on the Great Sea. Later it

was called Ougaritis [often known to later millennia as Ugarit].

Oulixés [OUAi&Ng, Ulixes, Ulysses]: a variation on Odyssevs.

Ourania: an epithet of the love-goddess; ‘Heavenly Aphrodité’ [OUpavia Appoditn].

Ourania [OUpavia, Uranial: ‘the celestial one’; Muse of astrology.

Ouranés [OUpavoc]: heaven, the sky. [Actually an old god of heaven, husband of Gaia

(Earth). Ourands was father of Kronos and reputedly of Aphrodité.]

Pactolus: see Paktolés.

Paktolos [[MaktwAodg, Pactolus]: a river that flows through Sardeis in Anatoli, and its

god; father of Evryanassa the wife of Tantalos.

Palamédeés [[MaAapndng]: an Euboian prince who fought in the Troian war; a son of King

Navplios, and thus a descendant of Poseidén.



Palioxis [[MaAiwéLg]: the spirit of flight; one of the Makhai; twin sister of Profoxis.

Pallas [[MaAAag, masculine] and Pallas [[MaAAdg, feminine]: very popular names in old

Hellas.

Pallas: a second-generation Titdn; son of Kreios and Evrybia. This Pallas became father

of Niké by Styx.

Pallas: a Gigas borne by Gaia and fathered by the blood of the castrated Ouranés

[allegedly].

Pallas Athena [[MaAAag ABnva]: a name sometimes given to Athend. [People in later
centuries would debate where the name came from. Actually it was a clever play on
words. From rtaAAakic (pallakis), ‘young woman’, Pallas Athena was ‘the young woman
of Athénai’ — a fondly understated description of the immensely powerful patron-
goddess of whom they were overtly proud. On the other hand, mdA\w, ‘to brandish’,
hinted at her warlike prowess and her status as the goddess who wielded weapons on
behalf of Athénai — and who, they might like to think, was herself a weapon wielded by
their city against its enemies. (On the ‘young woman’ side, | once heard the soul-
goddess Psykhé say she suspected it may have hinted at the maiden-related sexual
fantasies of some Athenian men, as so many of them seemed to sexualise virginity, for
reasons Psykhé said she didn’t fully understand, but suspected was simply about

patriarchal insecurity and consequent desire for power.)]

Pammon [[Mappwv]: sixth son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé.

Pan [[Mdv]: a mysterious nature-god.

Pandaros [[Mavdapoc]: a Troian warrior most famed for his archery; son of Lykaén son

of Priamos, and through him, an illegitimate grandson of the Troian king.

Pandion [[Mavdiwv]: the name of two early kings of Athénai.



Pandion I: a king of Athens; son of King Erekthevs | (Erikthénios) by the naias Praxithéa.
Through his father, this Pandion was the grandson of Héphaistos. [That wasn’t true. See
Erikhthénios.] By the naias Zevxippé€, Pandion | was father of the future King Erekthevs

Pandion ll: a king of Athens; son of King Kékrops Il by Queen Metiadousa.

Pandora [[Mavowpa]: ‘the all-gifted’, ‘she who has all gifts’; the first woman, created by
Héphaistos on the orders of Zevs because Zevs wanted to balance Promethevs’s gift of
fire with a corresponding bane. It was Panddra who brought all the evils of the world to
mankind. [There are other views regarding Panddra’s identity and the nature of her
giving, but these have largely been ruthlessly suppressed by Zevs, in the public

interest.]

Panddra: a daughter of Devkalion and Pyrrha, and thus granddaughter of the original

Pandoéra.

Panéptés: see Argos.

Pantheon, the: literally ‘all the gods;’ the collective noun for Héllenic deities. Some

temples were given the name ‘the Pantheon’ as they were dedicated to all the gods.

Paphlagonia: a land on the Hospitable Sea [the Black Sea], at the northern edge of the

world, previously populated by the Kaskoi.

Paris [[apic]: a Troian prince, originally named Aléxandros; second son of King Priamos
and Queen Hekabé. [Paris eloped with Heléné in an incident commonly blamed for the

start of the Troian war, although of course there was more to it than that.]

Parnassos [[Mapvaocooc]: a mountain in central Hellas, lying about 800 stadia [roughly

90 miles or 150 kilometres] inland from the Korinthian Gulf.



Pasiphaé [[Naoipan]: daughter of Hélios and the Okeanis Pérsé. Pasiphaé married King

Minos of Krété and infamously became mother of the Mindétauros.

Patroclus: see Patroklos.

Patroklos [[atpokAog, Patroclus]: ‘glory of his father’; a Lokrian prince; son of King
Menoitios. During the Troian war Patroklos was the second-in-command, best friend

and lover of Akhillevs.

Pegasidés [[nyaoidec; singular MNnyaocig, Pegasis]: people associated with the springs

of the winged horse Pégasos. The term had specific applications (see below).

Pegasidés (singular Pegasis): springs associated with the hoof-strikes of the winged

horse Pégasos; also the nymphai of those springs.

Pegasidés (singular Pegasis): another name for the Muses. In their case, the term

derived from the fact that the spring Hippoukrénég, a Pegasis, was sacred to the Muses.

Pégasos [[yaococ, Pegasus]: a divine winged stallion, out of Médousa by Poseidén.

Pegasus: see Pégasos.

Peisidice: see Peisidiké.

Peisidiké [[Melodikn, Peisidice, Pisidice]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Peisidiké: an Aiolian princess; daughter of King Aiolos (and thus a granddaughter of

Héllen) by Queen Ainarété.

Peithé [[MNeBw]: ‘persuasion’, ‘winning eloquence’; one of the Okeanidés. [Peithd was

the goddess of talking people into things. Although she was a sea-nymphé she



nevertheless spent most of her time on land, and at one time was in a relationship with

Hermés.]

Pelasgians: see Pelasgoi. Not to be confused with the Pelasgiotai.

Pelasgiétai [[MeAaoyitay; singular MeAaoywwtng, Pelasgiétés (masculine);
MeAaoywwtig, Pelasgiodtis (feminine): inhabitants of Pelasgidtis in Aiolia (later

Thessalia). Not to be confused with the Pelasgians or Pelasgoi.

Pelasgiétis [[MeAaoywtic]: a colony founded by Pelasgds son of Poseiddn.

Pelasgoi [[MeAaoyoi; singular MNeAaoyog, Pelasgds (masculine); NeAaoyic, Pelasgis
(feminine); also Pelasgians]: a name for the people who lived in what became Hellas

before the Héllenés.

Pelasgés [[eAaoyoc, Pelasgus]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Pelasgés (also known as Argos Pelasgés): a son of Zevs by Nidbé the daughter of
Phoronevs and Telediké. This Pelasgés became the fourth king of the city of inakhos,

and was the one who renamed it Argos.

Pelasgés: a son of King Triops and Queen Sésé of Argos; twin brother of fasos; brother
of Xanthos and Agénor. This Pelasgds had a daughter, Larissa, who went on to have

three children by Poseiddn. [This Pelasgés was credited with introducing agriculture to
his kingdom, with Deméter’s assistance, and for founding the sanctuary of Deméter in

Argos.]

Pelasgds (sometimes known as Thessalian Pelasgés): one of the sons of Poseiddn
and Larissa; grandson of the Pelasgds who was a son of King Triops and Queen Sdsé.

This was the Pelasgds who founded Pelasgidtis.



Pelasgos: (sometimes known as Arkadian Pelasgoés): a mortal of disputed parentage

who became the father of the infamous Lykaon.

Pelasgus: see Pelasgos.

Peleus: see Pelevs.

Pelevs [[nAcUc, Peleus]: son of Aiakds and Endefs; brother of Telamén, and half-
brother of Phékos. Pelevs became king of Phthia in Aiolia (later Thessalia), leader of the
Myrmidonés, husband of the nymphé Thétis and father of Akhillevs.

Pelias [[MeAiac]: son of Tyré and Poseiddn; a king of lolkds.

Pelépeia [[MeAomelq, Pelopea, Pelopia]: daughter of Thyéstés. Peldpeia bore his

daughter and granddaughter Aigisthos.

Pelopidai [[MeAomtida; singular MNMeAomidng, Pelopidés; adjective Pelopid): descendants

of Pélops.

Pelopénnesos [[MeAomtovvnooc], the, or the Peloponnese: literally ‘the island of
Pélops’; the southern Héllenic peninsula formerly known as Apia, renamed after King

Pélops.

Peloponnese, the: see Pelopdénnesos.

Pélops [[M€AoY]: son of Tantalos and Nidbé. Pélops became king of Pisa and later of the
whole Apian peninsula, which he renamed the Pelopdénnesos; father by Queen
Hippodamya of sixteen children including Atrevs and Thyéstés; father by the nymphé

Axiékhé of Khrysippos.

Péloros [[M€Aopocg, Pelorus]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.
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Péloros: a Gigas.

Péloros: one of Kddmos’s spartoi.

Pelorus: see Péloros.

Pemphredé [MNepdpndw]: one of the Graiai.

Peneios [[Mnvelog, Peneus]: ariver in Aiolia (later Thessalia) and its god; son of Okeandés

and Tethys.

Penelopé or Peneldpeia [[TnveAorn or NnveAdTela]: somewhat popular names in old

Hellas.

Penelopé: a Spartan woman who married Odyssevs and became queen of [thaki.
Peneus: see Peneios.

Penthesilea: see Penthesileia.

Penthesileia [MevBeaoilela, Penthesilea]: an Amazoén princess; a daughter of Arés and
Otrére; sister of Hippolyté, Melanippé and Antidpé. Penthesileia became queen of the
Amazonés. [That’s not all true. Actually there were two leading Amazénés called
Penthesileia: a daughter of Otréré and a great-granddaughter of Otrére.]

Pentheus: see Penthevs.

Penthevs [[Mevbeug, Pentheus]: a king of Thébai; son of Ekhion, the wisest of the

spartoi. His mother was Agaué, the daughter of KAdmos.

Periboia [[NepiBola]: ‘surrounded by cattle’; a very popular name in old Hellas.



Periboia (also known as Eriboia): the mother by Telamon of the great warrior Aias.

Perimédé [[Mepwndn]: daughter of Alkaios and Hippondmég; sister of Amphitryon and

Anaxo.

Perimélé [MepwnAn]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Perimélé: daughter of Amythaon; granddaughter of Krethevs and Tyro; sister of Bias,

Melampous and Aiolia.

Pero [[Mnpw]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Peré: daughter of King Nelevs and Queen Khloris of Pylos. Peré married her cousin Bias

and bore him several children, including Talaés who went on to become king of Argos.

Pérsé [[M€pon; also Persis, Neponig, Perseis]: ‘destroyer’, an Okeanis, wife of Hélios

and mother by him of Pasiphaé.

Persephodné [[Meposdovn]: daughter of Zevs by his sister Deméter; a nature-goddess
who married Haidés and became queen of the dead. [Actually she was abducted by her
uncle Haidés and forced by family pressure to marry him.]

Pérsés [[M€ponc]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Pérsés: a highly destructive god, a second-generation Titan, son of Kreios and Evrybia.

Pérsés married his cousin Asteria and became the father of Hekaté.

Pérsés: a son of Hélios by the Okeanis Pérsé; brother of Aiétés, Kirké and Pasiphae.

King of Aia in Kolkhis.

Persis: see Pérsé.



Persevs [[epoelg]: son of Zevs by Dandé; one of the great heroes of old Hellas;

founder of Mykénai.

Persuasion: the goddess Peithé.

Peteds [[Netewg, Peteus]: an Athenian king; father of Menesthevs.

Peteus: see Peteos.

Phaénna [Dagvva]: ‘bright’, ‘the shining’; a deity of mysterious origin, honoured as one

of the Graces in Lakedaimon, along with Kléta.

Phaéton [®agbwv]: ‘shiner’, ‘the shining’; son of Hélios and Klyméné. [Not a good

driver.] Hélios himself was sometimes called Phaéton.

Phanés [®avnc]: an old god who passed what power he had to Zevs. [But there’s much

more to that story.]

Phegéia [Pnyewa): twelfth [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.

Phémé [®Pnun]: goddess of fame, reputation and rumour; a divine messenger employed

by Zevs for particular purposes. [Prefers to operate on her own initiative.]

Pherae: see Pherai.

Pherai [Depali, Pherae]: a settlement in south-eastern Aiolia (later Thessalia).

Phérés [D<pnc]: a prince of lolkds; son of Krethevs and Tyrd; brother of Aison and

Amythaon; founder of the city of Pherai in Aiolia (later Thessalia).

Philoctetes: see Philoktétés.



Philoktétés [DoktnTNng, Philoctetes]: an Aiolian prince; son of King Poias and Queen

Methoné of Meliboia. Philoktétés was famed as an archer during the Troian war.

Philoméla or Philomélé [PopnAa or didopunAn]: a somewhat popular name in old

Hellas.

Philoméla: thirteenth and youngest [known] illegitimate daughter of Priamos.
Philémelos [P\6unAog, Philomelus, Philomenos, Philomenus]: the son of Deméter
[allegedly] by lasion; twin brother of Ploutos; credited with inventing the chariot,
husbandry, tillage, ploughing and agriculture [which of course he didn’t].
Philomenos, Philomenus: see Philomelos.

Philon6é [d\ovon]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Philonéé: a Spartan princess; daughter of Tyndareos and Léda; sister of Kastor,

Polydevkés, Heléng, Klytaiméstra, Timandra and Phoibé.

Philyra [®W\Upa]: ‘linden tree’; a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Philyra: an Okeanis, mother by Krénos of the kéntauros Kheiron.

Phlegéthon [®AsyeBwV]: the river of fire; one of the five rivers of the underworld.

Phébos [®oBog, Phobus], or Fear: one of the Makhai (battle-spirits); son of Arés and

Aphrodité; close friend and rival of his brother Deimos (Dread). [Has many other

interests beside war.]

Phobus: see Phébos.

Phocus: see Phokos.



Phoebe: see Phoibé.

Phoebus: see Phoibos.

Phoenice, Phoenicia; Phoenicians: see Phoiniké; Phoinikés.

Phoibé [DoiBn, Phoebe]: ‘bright’, ‘shining’; a highly popular name in old Hellas.

Phoibé: An old name for Artemis. [Not really. Phoibé was a Titan, daughter of Ourands

and Gaia.]

Phoibé: a daughter of Tyndareos and Léda; sister of Kastor, Polydevkeés, Heléng,

Klytaiméstra, Timandra and Philondé.

Phoibos [DoiBocg, Phoebus]: An alternative name for Apéllon. [Not really. There are

various stories concerning what happened to the original Phoibos.]

Phoiniké [®owikn, Phoenice, Phoenicia]: what the Héllenés [Greeks] later called
Kenané [Canaan]. The name may derive from the reddish or purple dye produced there
(‘purple land’), or from the palm tree (‘land of the palm trees’), or both.

Phoinikés [Poivikeg, Phoenicians; singular ®oivi§, Phoinix (masculine); ®owikiooa,
Phoinikissa (feminine); adjective ®owikog, Phoinikds; also Phoinikians]: what the
Héllenés [Greeks] later called the Kenanoi [Canaanites].

Phékos [®kog, Phocus]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Phokos: a son of Aiakds and Psamathé; half-brother of Pelevs and Telamon.

Phénoi, the [®ovoy; singular dovog, phonos): the Murders; counted among the

offspring of Eris. [Minor spirits sometimes conscripted by Arés for a major war.]



Phorkys [Popkuc]: a sea-god, son of Péntos by Gaia.

Phoroneus: see Phoronevs.

Phoronevs [®opwvelc, Phoroneus]: the second king of the city of inakhos, the city later
known as Argos. Phoronevs was the son of the river-god inakhos by the latter’s sister,
the Okeanis Melié. By the nymphé Telediké, Phoronevs became the father of Apis and
Niébé. Through Nidbé, Phoronevs was the grandfather of the future King Argos Pelasgés

or Argeios, who was to give his name to the city of Argos.

Phrygia [®puyia]: a kingdom in west-central Anatoli, said to have been founded by the

Brygés [Bpuyeg] who migrated from Makedonia.

Phthia and Phthios [®6ia and ®6ioc]: somewhat popular names in old Hellas.

Phthia [®6ia]: a powerful city and kingdom in Aiolia (later Thessalia).

Phthios [®8io¢, Phthius]: a son of Poseidén and Larissa; the founder of Phthia.

Phthios: a son of King Lykaon of Arkadia.

Phthiétis [PO1TIC]: a later name for the broader region around Phthia.

Phthius: see Phthios.

Piasos [[Miacog, Piasus]: an Aiolian who raped his daughter Larissa and was murdered

by herin revenge.

Piasus: see Piasos.
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Pillars of Heraklés: two mountains at the far west of the world, straddling the strait
where the Great Sea joins the circle of the Ocean. [Later millennia would call the
northern pillar the Rock of Gibraltar, and would debate whether the southern pillar was
Monte Hacho or Jebel Musa.]

Pisa [[MTioa]: a city and kingdom in Apia, later the capital of the empire of King Pélops.
Pisatis [[MioQtic]: a later name for the region around Pisa.

Pisidice: see Peisidiké.

Pittheus: see Pitthevs.

Pitthevs [[MTitBeUc, Pittheus]: a son of King Pélops and Queen Hippodamya of Pisa.
Pleiadés, the [MAs1ddec; singular MAsdg, Pleids): a group of sea-nymphai; the seven
daughters of Atlas and Pleiéné. Sometimes called the Atlantidés, the Dodonidés or the
Nysiddés.

Pleioné [MAsovn]: a sea-nymphé; mother by Zevs of the Pleiddés.

Pleisthénés [[MAci00¢vnc]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Pleisthénés: a son of Thyéstés and Aerdpé.

Plouté [MAoutw]: a popular name in old Hellas. [Not to be confused with Pluto, the

Roman god of the underworld.]

Plouté: a nymphé of mysterious origin, who lived on Mount Sipylos in Anatoli; mother of

Tantalos by Zevs.

Plouté: an Okeanis.



Ploutos: ‘the rich one’; the god of wealth; son of Deméter and [allegedly] lasion; twin
brother of Phildmelos. [A lieutenant of Zevs who runs all the mining interests. More
recently he took on the job of money-god and finance-god.]

Pluto: the Roman god of the underworld. [Not to be confused with Ploutd.]

Poeas: see Poias.

Poena: see Poiné.

Poias [[oiag, Poeas]: a king of Meliboia; son of Thaimakos; an Argonaut, famed for his

archery. By Methong, Poias became the father of the hero Philoktétés.

Poiné [[Mown), Poenal: the spirit of comeuppance, penalty, punishment, retribution and

revenge; an attendant of Némesis.

Pélemos [MdAepoc] or War: an old god of conflict. [Later rubbed out by Arés.]

Polités [[oAitnc]: ninth son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia.

Pélos [[16Aog, Polus]: another name for Koios.

Pollux: see Polydevkés.

Polus: see Pélos.

Polycaon: see Polykaon.

Polydeuces: see Polydevkés.



Polydevkeés [MoAudeukng, Polydeuces, also Pollux]: son of Zevs (or some said

Tyndareos) by Léda; brother of Heléné, Kastor and Klytaiméstra from the same birth.

Polydoéra, Polydoros [[ToAudwpa, NoAvdwpocg]: ‘many-gifted’, sometimes ‘handsome’

or ‘shapely’; very popular names in old Hellas.

Polydoéra: an Okeanis.

Polydéra: a Danais.

Polydéra: daughter of Pelevs and Antigoné.

Polydoros: son of KAdmos and Harmonia; a king of Thébai; father of Labdakos,

grandfather of Laios, and thus great-grandfather of Oidipous.

Polydoros: tenth and youngest son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia.

Polyhymnia [[MoAuupvia): ‘singer of many hymns’; Muse of sacred song, oratory, lyric,

singing and rhetoric.

Polykaon [MoAukdawv]: ‘much-burning’; a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Polykaon: a son of King Lélex by the naias Kledkhareias.

Polymédon [[ToAup€dwv]: seventeenth [known] illegitimate son of Priamos.

Polymélé [[MoAupnAn]: ‘many songs’; a very popular name in old Hellas.

Polyméstor or Polymnéstor [[ToAuprotwp or NMoAvpvrotwp]: a somewhat popular

name in old Hellas.



Polyméstor: a tribal king from Thraki at the time of the Troian war; husband of Princess

Ilioné of Troia; by her, father of Deipylos.

Polyphemos [[ToAUdnpocg, Polyphemus]: a kykléps, son of Poseidén by Thdosa.

Polyphemus: see Polyphemos.

Polyxena: see Polyxéné.

Polyxéné [[MoAuéevn]: fifth and youngest daughter of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé

of Troia.

Pénos [[16vog, Ponus]: the spirit of toil and hardship; counted among the children of

Eris.

Péntos [[1ovtog, Pontus]: the Titan sea-god; by Gaia, Péntos was the father of

Thalimas, and through him he was grandfather of the rainbow-goddess iris.

Pontus: see Pontos.

Ponus: see Pénos.

Poseidén [[MooeldWv]: the great sea-god; one of the original Olympian siblings. Known
as imperial earth-shaker, lord of the earthquake. [Also stole the title ‘girdler of the
world’ from Okeands. Runs the increasingly lucrative seaborne trade business.]
Potamides: see Potaméidés.

Potaméidés, the [motaunidecg, potamides; singular motapnic, potameéis]: the river-

nymphai; sometimes called epipotameéidés [Erumotapideg; singular émumotapnic,

epipotameéis].



Praxidicae: see Praxidikai.

Praxidice: see Praxidiké.

Praxidikai, the [[Mpa&dikal, Praxidicae]: the daughters and attendants of Praxidiké. See

Arété and Homodnoia.

Praxidiké [Mpa&dikn, Praxidice]: goddess of judicial punishment; an attendant of

Némesis.

Praxidiké: an epithet of Persephdéné in her underworldly aspect.

Praxithéa [[Mpa&Bea): a popular name in old Hellas.

Praxithéa: a naias from near Athénaij; sister of Zevxippé. Praxithéa married King
Erikthénios of Athénai (Erekthevs |) and bore him a son, Pandion, who married

Praxithéa’s sister.

Priam: see Priamos.

Priamos [ lNpiapog, Priamus, Priam]: son of King Laomédon Il and Queen Strymo;
descendant of Dardanos; king of Troia at the time of the Troian war. Father by Queen
Hekabé of fifteen children. Their ten sons were Héktor, Paris, Deiphobos, Hélenos,
Antiphos, PaAmmon, Hippénods, Troilos, Polités, Polydoros. Their five daughters were
Ilibné, Kassandra, Kréousa, Laodiké and Polyxéné. Priamos was also father by other
mothers of twenty-one sons: Hippothods, Kebridonés, Gorgythion, Agathon, Méstor,
Khrémios, Déryklos, Democdon, Lykaon, Dios, isos, Antiphonos, Ekhémmon, Aretos,
Deiopités, Dryops, Polymédon, Khersidamas, Hippodamas, Melanippos, Axién; and
thirteen daughters: Medesikasté, Médousa, Aristomakhé, Aristodéme, Lysimakhg,
Demnosia, Demosthéa, Ethionémé, Henikeia, Lysidnassa, Nerefs, Phegéia and
Philoméla. [That’s thirty-one sons and eighteen daughters, forty-nine children

altogether. I’m sure the “fifty sons and fifty daughters’ legend was invented long before



many of the above were born. Various sources name quite a few more acknowledged

sons, but | think they were made up.]

Proioxis: the spirit of attack; one of the Makhai; twin sister of Palioxis.

Prometheus: see Promethevs.

Promethevs [[Mpounbelg, Prometheus]: a son of lapetds. Promethevs was the second-
generation Titan punished by Zevs for giving fire to humankind. [Actually there was far

more to it than that.]

Prénax [[Mp®vaé]: a son of King Talads of Argos and Lysimakhé; a brother of Adrastos

and Eriphylg; father of Lykourgos and Amphithéa.

Propontis [[Mpomovtic]: another name for the Sea of Marmara.

[Prosektiké [MpooekTiki]: a woman of Trods; the wife of Agélaos.]

Prothoénor [MpoBorvwp]: a minor Héllenic leader in the Troian war, from Kadmeia.

Protogéneia [[pwTtoyévela]: “first-born’; a popular name in old Hellas.

Protogéneia: a daughter of Devkalion and Pyrrha.

Psamathé [Wapdbn]: a Nereis; mother of Phékos by Aiakés.

Psyche: see Psykhé.

Psykhé [Wuxn, Psyche], or Soul: a mortal woman who married Eros and was deified as

the soul-goddess. By Eros, Psykhé became the mother of Hedoné, the goddess of

pleasure.



Pylas [[MUAac]: a king of Mégara; son of Ktéson, and through him a grandson of King

Lélex. Pylas founded the city of Pylos.

Pylioi, the [[MUAwoL; singular MUAwog, Pylios (masculine); MNuAia, Pylia (feminine); also

Pylians]: the people of Pylos.

Pylos [[1UAo(]: a city and kingdom in the south-west of Apia (the Pelopénnesos).

Pyracmon: see Pyrakmon.

Pyrakmon [[Mupdkpw, Pyracmon]: ‘fiery anvil’ or ‘fire-anvil’; another name for the

kyklops Argés.

Pyrrha [MUppa] and Pyrrhos [MUPpoc, Pyrrhus]: ‘flame-coloured’ or ‘red’; popular

names in old Hellas.

Pyrrha: the daughter of Epimethevs and Pandéra; wife of Devkalion, and by him the

mother of Héllen, Amphiktyon, Oresthevs, Protogéneia, Panddra and Thyia.

Pyrrhos: another name for Neoptdlemos, the son of Akhillevs and Deidamya.

Pyrrhus: see Pyrrhos.

Pythia [[MuBia]: a priestess and oracle of Apéllon at Delphoi.

Pythian Games: games instituted in honour of the serpent Pythé.

Pythé [MuBw]: a monstrous serpent which guarded the navel of the world at Delphoi.

[Pytho: a sanctuary sacred to Gaia. Later it was taken over by Apdllon and renamed

Delphoi.]



Rhadamanthus: see Rhadamanthys.
Rhadamanthys [PaddupavBug, Rhadamanthus]: a king of Krété; a son of Zevs and
Evropé; brother of Minos and Sarpeddn the elder. After his death, Rhadamanthys was

made a judge of the dead.

Rhéa [P£a, Rheia, Rhia]: an earth-goddess; wife of Krénos and mother of the six original

Olympians, namely Deméter, Haidés, Héra, Hestia, Poseidén and Zevs.

Rheia, Rhia: see Rhéa.

Rhoeo: see Rhoid.

Rhoié [Poww, Rhoeo]: an Anatolian naias, also known as Stryma; daughter of the river-

god Skamandros; wife of King Laomédon Il of Troia; mother of the future King Priamos.

Roma, Romé [Pwun]: a great city in Italia.

Ruin or Até: goddess of defeat and destruction. [Quite a minor goddess, but majorly

psychopathic.]

Rumour: Phémé goddess of fame and reputation. [A minor but actually very powerful
deity; one of the Olympian communications team run by Hermés, though she routinely
undertakes freelance work and prefers to act independently.]

Sabazios [Zapadiog, Sabazius]: another name for Zevs. [Not really. Politics again.]

Sabazius: see Sabazios.

Salaminioi [ZaAapivioy; singular ZaAapiviog, Salaminios (masculine); ZaAapvia,

Salaminia (feminine); also Salaminians]: the people of Salamis.



Salamis: anisland in the Gulf of Salamis (later the Saronic Gulf).

Salmoneus: see Salmonevs.

Salmonevs [SaApwvelc, Salmoneus]: a king of Elis; son of Aiolos; brother of Krethevs;

father of Tyrd.

Samaioi, the [Zapdioy; singular Zapdiog (Samaios, masculine) and Zapaia (Samaia,
feminine; also Samaians]: the people of the island of Samé. Later the island was called

Kephallenia, and the people Kephallénés or Kephallénians.

Sameé [Zaun]: anisland in the Western Sea, north-west of Elis. [Sd4mé was later called

Kephallenia, and was one of the islands which became known as the Iénian Islands.]

Sardeis [2dpdelg, Sardis]: a city in mid-western Anatoli, formerly known as Sfard.

Sardis: see Sardeis.

Saronic Gulf [Zapwvikog koATtog]: the gulf later known as the Gulf of Salamis. It lies
east of the Korinthian Isthmus and leads into the Middle Sea (later called the Aigaian or

Aegean Sea). It was named after King Saron of Troizén.

Sarpedon [Zapmtndwv]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Sarpedon | (sometimes called Sarpeddn the Elder): a son of Zevs and Evrépé; brother
of Minos and Rhadamanthys. This Sarpedén became king of Loukka, father of the future
King Euandros, and grandfather of the future Sarpedén Il. [Some said he was the son of

Zevs by Laodameia the daughter of Bellerophdn.]

Sarpedodn Il (sometimes called Sarpeddn the Younger): son of King Elandros and
Queen Deidamya of Loukka. This Sarpeddn was king of the Loukkans during the Troian

war.



Sarpedoén: a Thrakian son of Poseidén.

Satyroi, the [catupol, satyrs; singular cdtupog, satyros]: minor male nature-deities
associated with wild, rowdy, commonly drunken and/or highly sexual behaviour;

associates of Diénysos; also known as the seilenoi, singular seilenés.

Satyr(s): see Satyroi.

Scamander: see Skamandros.

Scylla: see Skylla.

Sea-nymphai, the (singular sea-nymphé): minor goddesses including the three
thousand Okeanidés, borne by Tethys to her brother and husband Okeanés, and the

fifty Nereidés, daughters of Nerevs and Doris. (See also Seirénés.)

Sea of Marmara: the sea to the north of Anatoli. To the west, the Dardanian Strait leads
from the Sea of Marmara to the Middle Sea (later called the Aigaian [Aegean] Sea). To
the north-east the Bosporos Strait leads from the Sea of Marmara to the Hospitable
Sea. [The Sea of Marmara was also known at times as the Propontis. In later millennia,

the Hospitable Sea would be widely known as the Black Sea.]

Seilenoi, the [ceAnvoi; singular oelAnvog, seilends]: another name for the satyroi.

Seirénés, the [Zepfiveg, Sirens; singular Zelprv, Seirén): sea-dwelling daughters of the
river-god Akheldios; beautiful but deadly-cunning nymphai who lured sailors to their
deaths on coastal rocks. [They were banished from the Olympian presence by Deméter
as a punishment for their having failed to protect her daughter Persephdéné from
abduction by Haidés. This part of the story was suppressed following a judgment of the

Olympian council, but of course it got out.]



Seléné [ZeArvn]: another name for Artemis, in her moon-goddess aspect [although

actually that was not always the case, thanks to divine politics].

Semélé [Zep€An]: a mortal woman who bore the god Didnysos to Zevs [according to

some stories].

Sestoés [2not0oc¢]: a city in Thraki [founded by settlers from Lésbos, half a millennium or

so before Julius Caesar’s timel]. It lay on the Dardanian Strait opposite Abydos.

Sfard: an old name for Sardeis, a city in mid-western Anatoli.

Shades: insubstantial but animate remains of humans after they die. Shades go to

dwell in the underworld.

Sidén [Z3wv]: an important coastal city in Kenané on the Great Sea.

Simoeis [ZpoeLg, Simois]: ariver in Troas, and its god.

Simois: see Simoeis.

Sinon [ZivwvV]: son of Aisimos, and thus a grandson of Autélykos; a Héllenic warrior in

the Troian war, best known for being left behind when the Héllenés sailed away leaving

the famous wooden horse on the beach.

Sipylos [ZirtuAog, Sipylus]: a city in western Anatoli, close to Mount Sipylos.

Sipylus: see Sipylos.

Sirens: see Seirénés.

Sisyphos [Zioudog, Sisyphus]: king of Ephyra. Best known for being punished in the

underworld by having to roll a boulder uphill for all eternity.



Sisyphus: see Sisyphos.

Skamandrios [2kapdavdploc]: a fairly popular name in old Anatoli.

Skamandrios: son of Héktor and Andromakhé, also known as Astyanax.

Skamandros [Zkapavdpog, Scamander]: a river in Trods, and its god. See also Xanthos.
Skiron [2kipwvV]: the north-west wind and its god.

Skylla [ZKUAAq, Scylla]: a sea-monster which lurked near the whirlpool Kharybdis in a
narrow stretch of water, so that sailors who avoided Kharybdis would risk getting too
close to Skylla and being devoured.

Séros [Zopog, later SMpog, also S6ro]: an important coastal city in Kenané on the Great
Sea. Later it was called Tyros [often known to later millennia as Tyre, famous for its
purple dye].

Sésé [2won]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Sésé: a queen of Argos; wife of King Triops, and by him the mother of [asos, Pelasgés,

Xanthos and Agénor.

Sosis [Zwoic]: a later spelling of Sésé.

Sotér [Zwtnp]: ‘saviour’, ‘deliverer’; one of the spirits of safety, preservation and
deliverance from harm. Sotér was the brother and husband of Praxidiké, and by her
became the father of Ktésios (Household), Arété (Virtue) and Homoénoia (Concord).

[There’s a lot of politics behind that story.]

Sotér: an epithet of Zevs and of Didnysos. [Another one with a lot of politics behind it.]



Soteria [Zwtnpia]: ‘saviour’, ‘deliverer’; one of the spirits of safety, preservation and

deliverance from harm. [Politically controversial.]

Soteria: an epithet of Hekaté and of Persephdné. [Again with the politics.]

Sparta [2Ztapta, later Zrtaptn, Sparté]: daughter of King Evrétas and Queen Kléta of
Lelegia. Sparta married King Lakedaimon, who became king of Lelegia. Lakedaimon

renamed his kingdom after himself, and named his new capital city after his wife.

Sparta [Ztapta, later Ztaptn, Sparté]: a great city in Apia (later the Pelopdénnesos).
Sparta was founded by King Lakedaimon of Lelegia. The king renamed his kingdom
Lakedaimon after himself, and his new capital after his wife, Sparta. Later the names
Lakedaimon and Sparta were sometimes used interchangeably for the kingdom and its

capital.

Spartiatai [Zriaptidtay; singular Zraptidtng, Spartiatés (masculine); Zraptiatic,

Spartiatis (feminine); also Spartans]: a race of Héllenés, famed for their warlike

attributes, military organisation and Lakénic humour. [Not to be confused with the

spartoi.]

Spartans: see Spartiatai.

Sparté: see Sparta.

Spartiate: a citizen of Sparta.

Spartoi, the [oTtapTtoi; singular otaptog, spartds): ‘sown men’; warriors who spring up

from the earth where dragon’s teeth are sown. [No relation to Spartans.] The famous

spartoi of KAdmos were Kthonios, Ekhion, Hyperénor, Péloros and Oudaios.



Sterépés [Ztepomnng]: ‘flash’ or ‘lightning-flasher’; a kyklops; son of Gaia and Ourandés;

brother of Argés and Bréntés.

Sthénelos [208¢&velog, Sthenelus]: ‘strong one’, ‘mighty one’, ‘forceful one’; a very

popular name in old Hellas.

Sthénelos: a king of Mykénai and Tiryns; son of Persevs and Androméda; father of

Evrysthevs and others.

Sthenelus: see Sthénelos.

Sthend [206gvw]: ‘the forceful’, one of the Gorgénés.

Strife: see Eris. [Strife was the name formerly used by the goddess Eris, although later

she preferred Discord, which she believed sounded more classy and sophisticated.]

Strymo [Ztpupw]: an Anatolian naias, also known as Rhoid; daughter of the river-god

Skamandros; wife of King Laomédon Il of Troia; mother of the future King Priamos.

Stymphalos [2tUpdaroc]: a moderately popular name in old Hellas.

Stymphalos: an Arkadian king; a son of King Elatos and Queen Laodiké of Arkadia; a

grandson of Arkas, the first king of Arkadia.

Styx [ZTU&]: one of the five rivers of the underworld, and the name of its goddess. Styx
was the first daughter of Okednds and Tethys. She married Pallas and became the

mother of Zélos, Kratos, Niké and Bia.

Symplegadés [ZupumAnyadec]: the clashing rocks of the Bdsporos. Also known as the
Kuanéai or Cyanean Rocks due to their blueish colour. [Formerly a hazard to shipping

intending to pass through the Bésporos from the Sea of Marmara to the Hospitable Sea.



There’s no record of their clashing after [ason and his Argonauts managed to pass

through.]

Talads [TaAaodg, Talads]: a son of Bias and Peré; a king of Argos; an Argonaut; father of

Adrastos and others.

Talaus: see Talaos.

Talos [TaAwc]: a popular name in old Hellés.

Talos: a Krétan automaton made of bronze. [Talos had mysterious origins. Sometimes

he was said to have been of huge stature, but everyone agreed he was immensely

strong.]

Talos: a king of Argos; son of Talads.

Tantalis [TavtaAic]: the city formerly called Sipylos; renamed by King Tantalos.

Tantalos [TavtaAog, Tantalus]: a king of Sipylos (later Tantalis); a son of Zevs by the

nymphé Ploutd; father [by whom is the subject of debate] of Pélops, Nidbé and Brotéas.

Tantalus: see Tantalos.

Tartaros [Tdptapog, Tartarus]: part of the underworld. [In fact it was originally founded
by a god of that name, who was acknowledged as the son of Khaos. Haidés, who had
had the same idea of building an underworld, took over Tartaros’s chtonic territory. But
Haidés liked Tartaros’s idea of a top-security underground prison, so he kept the name
for it. It was the most horrible part of the underworld, used by the Olympians as the

serious offenders’ wing.]

Tartarus: see Tartaros.



Taygété [TalyEtn]: a Pleias, after whom Mount Taygetos and its range were named.

Taygetos [Talyetoc]: a mountain range in Apia (the Pelopdnnesos). The highest peak is

called Mount Taygetos; named after the Pleids Taygété.

Tegéa [Teyea]: a city in Arkadia.

Telamén [TeAapwv]: oldest son of King Aiakés and the nymphé Endefs; brother of
Pelevs and half-brother of Phdékos. Telamdn became king of Salamis and father of the
great warrior Aias.

Teledice: see Telediké.

Telediké [TnAedikn, Teledice]: ‘far justice’; a nymphé of the region later known as Apia
or the Pelopdnnesos; a queen of the city of inakhos, which was later renamed Argos. By

King Phoronevs, Telediké became the mother of Apis and Niébé.

Teléphassa [TnAedaooa]: ‘far-shining’; said by some to be a daughter of the Aigyptian

god Neilos. Married King Agénor of Séros and became mother of Kddmos.

Télephos [TAAedog, Telephus]: a son of Heraklés who became king of Mysia prior to the

Troian war.

Telephus: see Télephos.

Teléstas [TeAcotac]: a senior advisor to King Priamos. [A gentleman of somewhat

mysterious origins, but doubtless impeccable breeding.]

Telkhinés, the [TeAxivec; singular TeAxiv, Telkhin; later TeAxig, Telkhis): daimonic
beings of disputed parentage and characteristics, reputedly clever and inventive, and

known for sorcery.



Terpsichore: see Terpsikhoré.

Terpsikhoreé [Tepyixopn, Terpsichore]: ‘the one who delights in dance’; Muse of choral

song and dance.

Téspra [Téompa]: a small kingdom in north-western Hellas, later called Thesprotis,

then Epeiros.

Tethys [TnOu¢]: a Titan, daughter of Gaia and Ourands. Tethys married her brother
Okeands and by him became mother of the three thousand sea-nymphai who were

known as the Okeanidés.

Teucer, Teucris, Teucros or Teucrus: see Tevkros.

Teucrians: see Tevkroi.

Tevkroi [TeUkpol; singular TeUkpog, Tevkros (masculine), TeUkpa, Teukra (feminine);
also Tevkrians; adjective Teukpiog, Tevkrios]: descendants of Tevkros; also, in a looser

sense, another name for Troians.

Tevkros [TeUkpocg, Teucer, Teucris, Teucros or Teucrus]: a somewhat popular name in

old Hellds, and especially Anatoli.

Tevkros: a king of part of what would later be called Anatoli; son of the river-god
Skamandros and the nymphé Idaia. Tevkros’s daughter Bateia married Dardanos,
ancestor of the Troian kings, which is why the Troians are sometimes referred to as

Tevkrians.

Tevkros: a Héllenic warrior in the Troian war, famous for his archery; son of King
Telamon of Salamis by his second wife Hesidoné, daughter of King Laomeédon Il of Troia.

Younger half-brother of Aias the Great.



Thalassa [6dAacoa]: ‘sea’; a saltwater-nymphé. [Actually an older sea-goddess. One of

Zevs’s more enduring flings.]

Thaleia [©@dAcla, Thaleia]: ‘the abundant’, ‘the rich’; a moderately popular name in old

Hellas.

Thaleia: an Okeanis.

Thaleia: a Nereis.

Thaleia: one of the three Graces; goddess of bounty and bloom, of festivity and good

cheer. Not to be confused with Thaleia the Muse.

Thaleia: Muse of bucolic poetry and also comedy, wit and repartée. Not to be confused

with Thaleia the Grace.

Thalia: see Thaleia.

Thanatos [@dvatoc]: see Death.

Thaumacia: see Thaumakié.

Thaumacus: see Thaiumakos.

Thaumakia [@avpakia): a later name for Thaumakié.

Thaumakié [@avpakin]: a city in Aiolia (later Thessalia), founded by Thaumakos.

Thaumakos [@aupakog, Thaumacus]: the founder of Thaumaki€; father of Poias, and

through him, grandfather of Philoktétés.



Thaumas [@auvpac]: an old sea-god; son of Péntos and Gaia; brother of Nerevs,

Phorkys, Keté and Evrybia. Thaimas was father by Eléktra of Arké, [ris and the harpyiai.

Thea or Thia: see Theia.

Thébai [OfBat, Thebes]: a great city in the south-eastern part of central Hellas. Thébai
was originally founded by Kadmos. Its centre was the citadel Kadmeia. (The region also

became known as Kadmeia, later Boiotia.)

Thébai: a colony founded by Héllenés in Kizzuwatna. [It was destroyed and later

refounded, when it became known as Kilikian Thébai.]

Thebaioi [OnBadioy; singular ©npRdiog, Thebaios (masculine); ©nBdia, Thebaia

(feminine); adjective ©npdiog, Thebaios; also Thébans]: the people of Thébai.

Thébans: see Thebaioi.

Thébé [OnBn]: a very popular name in old Hellas.

Thebes: see Thébai.

Theia [Ociq, Thea, Thia]: a Titan; wife of Hyperion; mother by him of Eds, Hélios, Seléné.
[Actually there’s a lot more to it than that. Theia literally means ‘goddess.’ Theia was

originally a great goddess-queen.]

Thémis [O<puic]: a Titan; goddess of law and the natural order of things; daughter of
Gaia and Ourands, and thus an aunt to the original Olympian siblings. By her nephew
Zevs she was the mother of various deities including Némesis and the three Fates. By
her earlier partner Astraios she was mother of Astraia. [There’s a certain amount of

politics involved there.]



Themiskyra [Ocpiokupa]: the Amazdn capital in north-eastern Anatoli, on the coast of

the Hospitable Sea [the Black Sea], at the mouth of the River Thermaddon.
Themisté [Ospiotn]: daughter of King ilos Il (ilos son of Trés) and Queen Evrydiké of
Dardania; sister of King Laomédon | of Dardania. Themisté married King Kapys of
Dardania (Kapys son of Assarakos) and by him became mother of Ankhisés.

Therapné [Oepdamvn]: a town near Sparta.

Thermédon [Oeppwdwv]: a river in Anatoli, which runs into the Hospitable Sea [the

Black Seal.

Thersander: see Thérsandros.

Thérsandros [@¢poavdpog, Thersander]: ‘bold man’; a moderately popular name in old

Hellas.

Thérsandros: a famous warrior [of disputed origins] who became king of Thébai.
Theseus: see Thesevs.

Thesevs [Onoelg, Theseus]: a great warrior and adventurer, founder-hero of Athénai;
the son of Princess Aithra of Troizén by both the mortal King Aigevs of Athénai and the
sea-god Poseiddn. [Things like that happened in those days.]

Thespiai [@comai]: a city in Boiotia, within the area formerly known as Kadmefs. [lts
people became known as Thespians — nhothing to do with what later millennia might call

actors.]

Thesprotis [OeompwTic]: a later name for Téspra, which later became known as

Epeiros.



Thessalia [@sooaiia]: a region and kingdom in Hellas, previously known as Aiolia.

Théstios [@¢oTl0¢, Thestius]: a king of Aitolia; father of Léda who was to become queen

of Sparta.

Thestius: see Théstios.

Théstor [@cotwp]: a popular name in old Hellas.

Thétis [O<T1¢]: ‘disposer’ or ‘the one who places’; a somewhat popular name in old

Hellas.

Thétis: a sea-nymphé. [There’s much more to it than that. The story was rewritten for

political reasons.] Thétis married Pelevs and became the mother of Akhillevs. [That part

is true.]

Thétis: a Hesperis.

Thia or Thea: see Theia.

Théosa [Oowaoa]: a sea-nymphé, daughter of Phorkys.

Thrace, Thracians: see Thraki, Thrakés.

Thrakés [Oplkeg; singular OpQE, Thrax (masculine); ©pdooa, Thrassa (feminine); also

Thrakians]: the people of Thraki.

Thraki [©@pakn, Thrace]: a large land to the north-east of Hellds. Thréki’s eastern coast
lay on the Hospitable Sea. Its south-eastern coast lay along the Sea of Marmara and,
further south, the Dardanian Strait. Its southern coast lay along the north-eastern

corner of the Middle Sea. [To people of later millennia: Thraki encompassed parts of



what would later be Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey, with coasts on the Black Sea, the Sea

of Marmara and the north-eastern Aegean.]

Thrascias: see Thraskias.

Thraskias [@paokiac, Thrascias]: the north-north-west wind and its god. See Anemaoi.

Thrasymédeés [Opacupundnc]: a Pylian prince; a son of King Néstor. Through his mother

Evrydiké, Thrasymédés was descended from King Klymenos of the Minyans.

Thrax [Opd&]: mortal son of Arés. [Arés could never remember whom the boy’s mother

was.] Thrax gave his name to Thraki.
Thriai [OpLai; singular ©pid, Thria): Three chaste naiddés of Mount Parnassos, who
were the patrons of bees. AThrid had awoman’s head and arms with the lower body

and wings of a bee. They were Mélaina, Kle6déra and Korykia.

Thyéstés [Queotnc]: son of King Pélops and Queen Hippodamya of Pisa; twin brother of

Atrevs; father of Aglads, Kalaios, Orkhomends and Pelépeia, and later of Aigisthos.

Thyia [Quia]: a somewhat popular name in old Hellas.

Thyia: the naias of a spring on Mount Parnassés.

Thyia: the daughter of Devkalion. By Zevs she became the mother of Magnés and

Makeddn.

Thymoetes or Thymoetus: see Thymoités.

Thymoités [Qupoitng, Thymoetes]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.

Thymoités: Troia’s chief priest of Kybébé during the Troian war.



Tilphousia [TIAdouacia]: another name for the Fury Tisiphéné.

Tisiphéné [Tiowpovn]: ‘avenger of murder’; a Fury, sometimes known as Tilphousia.
Timandra [Twdvdpal: daughter of Tyndareos and Léda; sister of Kastor, Polydevkés,
Heléné, Klytaiméstra, Philondé and Phoibé. Timandra married King Ekhemos and
became queen of Arkadia.

Tiresias: see Teiresias.

Teiresias [Telpeaoiag, Tiresias]: a Théban seer. [An early transsexual and detransitioner.]

Tiryns [Tipuvg]: a strong, wealthy city in north-east Apia (later the Pelopdnnesos), a little

over 40 stadia [5 miles, 8 kilometres] south-east of Argos.

Titanés [Tutdvec; singular Titav, Titan): a family of deities. The original twelve members
of the family were the children of Gaia and Ourands: Hyperion, Koios, Krénos, Kreios,
lapetdés, Mnemosyné, Okeands, Tethys, Theia, Phoibé, Rhéa, Thémis. [The Titanés used
to run the Olympians’ patch. Their story was later heavily doctored for political

reasons.]

Titanomachy: a name given to the war between the Olympians and the Titanés. [Not to

be confused with the Gigantomachy.]

Titanomakhia [Titavopayia]: see Titanomachy.

Triopas [Tpiomag]: a later spelling of Triops.

Triops [Tpiwy, Triopas]: a fairly popular name in old Hellas.



Triops: a king of Argos. By Queen Sésé, Triops became the father of lasos, Pelasgds,

Xanthos and Agénor.

Troad, the: a later foreign term for Troas.

Troas [Tpwag; also the Troad]: the region of Anatoli around the city of Troia. Trods is
separated from the rest of Anatoli by Mount idé, and is drained by two main rivers, the
Skamandros and the Simdeis, which join near the city of Troia. Troas is also the word for

a Troian female.

Tréés [Tpweg; singular Tpwg, Trés (masculine); Tpwdag, Troas (feminine); adjective; also

Troians]: the people of Troia.

Troia [Tpoia]: a major city on the far north-western coast of Anatoli [in modern Turkey],
close to the Dardanian Strait. Troia had a semi-Héllenic culture, in which the dominant
religion was worship of the Olympians. Troia was founded by King ilos Il of Dardania,
who called it ilion. It was later renamed after King Trés of Dardania.

Troians: the people of Troia. See Troés.

Troilos: eighth son of King Priamos and Queen Hekabé of Troia.

Troizén [Tpouwlnv, Troezen]: a city in the Argive Peninsula.

Tros [Tpwc]: a king of Dardania; son of Erikhthénios and grandson of Dardanos. Trés
married Kallirr6€, daughter of the river-god Skdmandros. Their children included
Ganymédés, who would become cupbearer to Zevs, and the future King ilos I, who was
to found the city of ilion (Trofa). Trés is also the name for a Troian male.

Tumult or Hémados: a battle-spirit who works for Arés.

Tyche: see Tykhé.



Tydeus: see Tydevs.

Tydevs [Tudeuc]: an Aitolian hero; son of Oinevs by Periboia [or possibly by Oinevs’s
own daughter Gérgé]. Tydevs married Deipylé the daughter of Adrastos and Amphithéa,

and by her became the father of the future King Diomédés of Argos.

Tykhé [TUxn, Tyche]: the goddess of fortune, known to many as Lady Luck. Tykhé was a

daughter of Zevs. [In fact she was an Okeéanis. That’s a complicated story.]

Tyndareos [Tuvddpeog, Tyndareus]: a king of Sparta; son of King Oibalos and his queen,
the nymphé Bateia; brother of Hippokdon and Ikarios. Tyndareos married Léda, and by
her became the father of Kastor, Klytaiméstra, Timandra, Phoibé and Philonéé.
[Polydevkés and Heléné were not his, though they arrived during the same birth as

Kastor and Klytaiméstra.]

Tyndareus: see Tyndareos.

Typhén [Tudpv]: a serpentine giant, father of various monsters. [Of disputed

parentage, but definitely an associate of Ekhidna.]
Tyré [Tupw]: an Aiolian princess; daughter of King Salmonevs of Elis; wife of Krethevs;
mother of Aison, Amythaon and Phérés; also mother by Poseidén of Nelevs (and thus

grandmother of King Néstor of Pylos) and Pelias.

Tyros [TUpoc, Tyre]: a later name for Séros, an important coastal city in Kenané on the

Great Sea.

Tyrrhenés [Tuppnvadc, Tyrrhenus]: son of King Atys and Queen Kallithéa of Maionia;

brother of Lydds, who gave his name to Lydia.

Tyrrhenus: see Tyrrhenés.



Udaeus: see Oudaios.

[Ugarit: a later name for Oukarito.]

Ulixes or Ulysses: Latin variations on Odyssevs.

Underworld, the: the place where human shades go. [A place built by Haidés as his
powerbase, so he could feel superior to his brothers Zevs and Poseidén, who ruled the
sky and the sea respectively.] Its parts included the regions of Elysion, Erebos and
Tartaros, and it contained five rivers: Akhéron, Kokytés, Léthé, Phlegéthon and Styx.
Uproar: see Kydoimoés.

Urania: see Ourania.

Uranus: see Ouranés.

Vengeance: see Némesis.

Victory: see Niké. [A winged goddess who favoured Athend, much to the chagrin of

Arés the war-god.]

Virtue: see Arété.

War or Pélemos: an old god. See Arés.

Western Sea: the sea between Hellas and Hesperia. [Later its southern part became

known as the I6nian Sea, and the northern part the Adriatic Sea.]

Wind-gods: see Anemoi.



Wisdom or Métis: an Okeanis; mother of Athena.

Xanthos: [Zavbog, Xanthus]: ‘yellow hair’ or ‘fair hair’; a very popular name in old

Hellas.
Xanthos: called ‘of the silver pools’, ‘of the silver eddies’; a son of Zevs, and god of the
Troian river Skdmandros. [Local mortals believed Xanthos was just the deities’ name for

Skamandros. In fact Xanthos rubbed out Skamandros and took over his river.]

Xanthos: a son of King Triops and Queen Sésé of Argos; brother of [asos, Pelasgés and

Agénor.

Xanthus: see Xanthos.

Xouthos [Zo0060c¢, Xuthus]: a Phthian prince; a son of King Héllen by the nymphé Orseis.
Xouthos was founder, through his sons Akhaids and ion, of two of the ancient tribes of
Hellas, the Akhaians and the I6nians. With his wife Kréousa, Xouthos also had a
daughter, Dioméde.

Xuthus: see Xouthos.

Zélos [ZAAog, Zélos]: the god of zeal; a son of the Titan Pallas and the Okeéanis Styx;
brother of Niké, Kratos and Bia. [Known for his dedication, commitment, enthusiasm
and competitive drive, which stretched into the realm of rivalry, jealousy and envy.]
Zelus: see Zélos.

Zéphyros [Zédupog, Zephyr, Zephyrus]: the west wind and its god. See Anemoi.

Zephyr or Zephyrus: see Zéphyros.



Zéthos [Z0o¢, Zethus]: a son of Epopevs by Antidpé; twin brother of Amphion son of
Zevs. [Think about it.]

Zeus: see Zevs.
Zeuxippe: see Zevxippé.

Zevs: the king of the gods, ruler of heaven and earth. Called cloud-compeller, cloud-
gatherer, lord of the lightning-flash; youngest but greatest of the original six Olympians
borne by Gaia to Krénos. Zevs was born to become the great father-god or god-father of

the Olympians.

Zevxippé [Zeu&inmn, Zeuxippe]: a popular name in old Hellas. [No relation to Zevs, by

blood or etymology, but a reference to yoking horses.]

Zevxippé: a naias from near Athénaij; sister of Praxithéa. This Zevxippé married King

Pandion | of Athénai.

Zevxippé: wife of King Laomédon | of Dardania.

A note on pronunciation

I think it’s best not to worry too much about how to pronounce the names in myths. In
any case, views will differ regarding what’s ‘correct’.

In writing the Olympian Godfather stories I’'ve departed from the traditional
English spellings of many Ancient Greek names, simply because their most common

pronunciation in English sometimes doesn’t sound very Greek, and | wanted to give



more of a phonetic flavour of old Hellas. Hopefully a reader who is unfamiliar or less

familiar with the pronunciation of Greek names will find this helpful.

Alpha and A

Of course English speakers — even the English ones —don’t all pronounce a given letter
the same way, even in the same context. We don’t even all agree on what to call the
various styles of English pronunciation. So | hope I’'ll be understood if | say that the
Greek letter A (alpha, aAda, lowercase a) is like the English short A in bad, not the long
Ain bay. So:

e The name speltin English as Atreus (Atpe0g) starts with At- rhyming with mat,
not rhyming with mate.

e The nymphé called Asia pronounces her name Ass-EE-a, not as in the English
pronunciation of the continent Asia.

e The goddess Até (Atn) pronounces her name AT-ee, not ATE-ee.

The name of the god of the underworld, usually spelt Hades in English and
pronounced HAY-dees, would in Modern Greek be Adng (AH-this). And in Ancient

Greek, "Adng was pronounced something like HIGH-des, so I've spelt it Haidés.

Accents and other diacritics

In the spellings I've adapted for the Olympian Godfather stories, I’ve added stress
marks similar to those used in Ancient and Modern Greek. I’ve also made more than the
customary English use of diaereses where | think this will make it easier to read the

word in English so that it sounds closer to how an ancient Héllen would have said it. Of



course there’s no harm in ignoring these diacritics and pronouncing it as you see fit, but

| explain below how they work.

Diaereses

In representing some Greek names I’ve simply applied the English usage of the
diaeresis —those two dots over a letter that tell us to pronounce consecutive vowels as
two sounds rather than one. For example, when we see the word naive, the diaeresis
tells us that the ai is pronounced with two sounds — ah-EE, and thus nah-EEV - rather
than with one sound, which would render it nave. So I’ve used a diaeresis in naias
(vaiag), to show that the | has a sound separate from the A in front of it — it’s na-ee-ASS,
not nigh-ASS. Similarly the plural is vaiddeg, na-ee-A-des. And Danéé (Aavan, she of
the golden shower) has a diaeresis too, and so is Da-NA-ee rather than Dan-eye. (I’ll
come back to the acute accent on the second A in those words shortly.)

Similarly where there’s a double-E. In English this would of course usually be
pronounced ee, so a diaeresis is used where a Greek name is intended to have two
separate E sounds. So the name Eétion has a diaeresis on the second E, which would
render the double-E Ee-eh — so Ee-eh-TEE-on, not Ee-TEE-on.

I’ve added a diaeresis in names ending in -e or -es — making them -€ or -€s, to
make it clear that the ending has a distinct vowel sound. Otherwise Arés might look to
an English speaker like Airs, instead of AR-ees, and Alkippé might look like Al-KIPP,
whereas it should be Al-KIPP-ee.

Similarly, where there’s a double-O, which in English would be pronounced oo

as in moon, but the Greek is intended to have two separate sounds:

e Hippocdon (Immokdéwv) would be Hippo-CO-on (not Hippo-COON).
e Hippdnoos (Imnévoog, commonly spelt Hipponous in English) would be Hip-
ON-o0-0ss (not Hipp-o-noose).

e Laokéon (Adokowyv) is La-0-KO-on (not La-o-koon).



Similarly with EA, where the Ais intended to have its own sound separate from

that of the E before it — so not as in the English pronunciation of eat or great:

e Rhéa (P£a)is RHE-a, not Ree or Ray.
e Tegéa (Teyéa)is Teh-GEH-a, not Teh-GEE or Teh-GAY.
e The Algea (the pains, AAyea) are the AL-geh-a, not the AL-gee or AL-gay (and

are not to be confused with algae).

And of course with Ol, where the O and the | are meant to have separate sounds:

e Qilevs (OiAe0g) is Oh-ee-LEH-00s or Oh-ee-LEFS, not OY-leh-oos or OY-lefs.
¢ Inthe name Phoibé, however, the O and | together constitute a diphthong, so

they make a combined sound oy - in this case PHOY-bee.

Stress

| said I’d come back to that acute accent that appears in all the above names, though it
doesn’tin the customary Latin or English versions. Both Ancient and Modern Greek use
a stress mark (a Ttdvog or tonos), to indicate where the emphasis is placed in
pronunciation. | think it’s a rather helpful idea, so I’ve borrowed it in my renderings of
Greek names.

For example, the river of forgetfulness in the underworld, the Léthé, has the
stress mark on the first syllable, so it’s pronounced LEE-thee (A0n). Similarly with the

names of these leading cities (based on Ancient Greek spellings):

e Argos: Apyoc, AR-gos.

e Athénai: ABfjvai, Ath-EE-nay.

e Mykénai: Mukijvai, Mee-KEE-nay.
e Sparta: Zmapta, SPAR-ta.

e Thébai: Ofipay, THEE-bay.



e Troia: Tpoia, TROY-a.

Some other important places:

e Gorgythion: Fopyu@iwv, Gor-gee-THEE-on.
e [thaki:'16akn, Ith-AH-kee.
e Pelopdnnesos (MeAomovvnoog, Pel-o-PONN-e-sos).

e Troas (Tpwag, Tro-ASS).

Examples of personal names would include the following:

e Aineias: Aiveidg, Eye-NEH-ass.

e Androméda: Avdpopuéda, An-dro-MED-a.

e Médousa (Mé€douoa, MED-00-sa, usually spelt Medusa in English).

e Okeands (Qkeavog, O-keh-a-NOS, usually spelt Oceanus in English).

e Persephoéné: Nepoedovn, Per-se-PHONE-ee.

Note that in Ancient Greek, the sea-god Poseiddn has the stress on the final
syllable: MoceWdWv was pronounced something like Poh-say-DAWN (where the first
and second syllables rhyme with got and gay respectively, and the final syllable is a sort
of lengthened -don). In Modern Greek he’s Mooewdwvag, Poh-see-THO-nas.

Some examples of perhaps less well-known names:

e Aithér (AiBnRp, Ai-THAIR; spelt variously in English, where it’s usually
pronounced EE-ther).

e Andromakhé: Avdpopaxn, An-dro-MAKH-ee.

e Asia: Aoia, Ass-EE-a.

e Asklepiés (AokAnmuog, Ask-lee-pee-0S, usually spelt Asclepius in English).

e Astyanax: Aotuavag, Ast-YA-nax.

e Eutérpé: EUtépmnn, Eh-oo-TAIR-pay or Ev-TAIR-pee.

e Evryalé: EUpudaAn, Eh-oo-ree-AH-lay or Ev-ree-AH-lee.



e Deianeira (Aniaveipa, Dee-ee-AN-ee-rah).

o Ketd (Kntw, Kee-TOE, usually spelt Ceto in English).

e Klytaiméstra: KAutawpnotpa, Klee-time-EE-stra. (Incidentally, it’s usually spelt
Clytaemnestra or Clytemnestra in English. The N is believed to have appeared
much later than the mythical Klytaiméstra would have lived.)

e Myrtilos: Muptilog, Mere-TEE-los, usually spelt Myrtilus in English.

e Qindmads: Oivépaog, 0i-NO-ma-os, usually spelt Oenomaus in English.

Some examples of creatures or collectives:

e The snake-haired female who can turn mortals to stone is a Gorgo, Gor-GO
(Topyw; plural Gorgénés, Nropywveg, Gor-GO-nes). In English it’s usually spelt
Gorgon(s).

e The half-human, half-bird harpyia (plural harpyiai) in Ancient Greek is apmuia,
plural dprutay, so it’s pronounced something like HARP-yee-a, HARP-yee-ai. In
English the usual spellings are harpy and harpies.

e The ‘Hundred-Handers’, the Hekatdnkheirés (Ekatoyxeipeg, singular
‘Exkatdoyxepog, Hekatdnkheiros,) are Hek-a-TON-khee-res, Hek-a-TON-khee-
ros.

e The mythical sea-creature hippokampos (imtnékaumog) is hip-OH-cam-pos. In
English it’s usually spelt hippocampus.

e The half-human, half horse centaur, which I’ve spelt kéntauros, is KEN-tow-ros
(kévravpog). Note that the middle syllable rhymes with cow, not with go.

e The bull-headed humanoid, the Mindétauros (Mwvwtaupog) would be something
like Mee-NAW-tow-ros (again with the -tau- rhyming with cow).

e ASeirén—usually spelt Siren in English —is a See-REEN (Zepnv, plural

Zelpiveg, Seirénés, See-REE-nes).

There are codified rules for where the stress is put. Fortunately, one doesn’t
need to understand the rules — just to apply the stress mark — otherwise some

comparisons might appear odd:



e Ekhemos ("Exepog, typically Echemus in English) pronounces his name EKH-eh-
moss. Ekhémmon (Exéppwv, Echemmon) with double-M (double-p or -M)
pronounces his name Ekh-EMM-on.

e Heléné is Hell-EN-ee, from the Greek 'EAévn. But the male equivalent, Hélenos,
“EAevog, is pronounced HELL-e-nos. And the Héllenés (EAAnveg) are the HELL-
ee-nes.

e The Ancient Greek plural of TitAnés has the stress on the penultimate syllable
(Tweaveg, Tee-TAN-es), but the singular Titan has the stress on the final syllable

(Trrav, Tee-TAN).

Combined diacritics

Sometimes it’s necessary to show both that:

e Thevowel has a separate sound (so a diaeresis is needed); and
e The stressis laid on the same syllable (so a stress mark is needed on the same

letter).

So Greek uses combined diacritics.

For example, you’ll note the difference between Palioxis (MaAiwé&lg) and her
sister Proioxis (MpoiwéLig). The first has i, and the second has i. They both have the
stress in the same place (Pa-LEE-o-ksis, Pro-EE-o-ksis), but in Proioxis we need to
show that the | makes a sound separate from the O before it — hence the diaeresis,
which then has to be combined with the stress mark.

Similarly, the speed-god Hermés needs a diaeresis and a stress mark on the
same syllable. The diaeresis shows that the second E has a separate sound (as Hermes
might look as though it’s pronounced Herms), but there’s also a stress mark on the
final syllable, showing that it’s Her-MEES rather than HER-mees.

Some more examples:



e Nereis (Nnpnig)has a stress mark and a diaeresis on the same letter, to show
thatit’s pronounced Nee-ree-ISS.

e Deiphobos (Anidpopog) is pronounced Dee-IF-o0-boss (or Thee-IF-o0-boss).

o Laértés (Aagptne) is La-AlR-tees.

e Forthe name usually spelt in English Troilus I’ve used Troilos, as Tro-EE-los

sounds more like the Ancient Greek TpwiAog.

Combined vowels

In Ancient Greek the name of the wind-goddess Aura (AUpa) would be pronounced
something like A-OO-ra; or the slightly shortened OW-ra, where the first syllable

rhymes with cow not hoe. Similarly with:

e The aurai (aUpav), the air-nymphai.
e Glaukos (TAaUkog), the name of a sea-god and of a mortal king.

e Thaumas (@alpag), the name of a sea-god and of a kéntauros.

Various Greek names end in -aog (-aos, commonly written in English as -aus).
The Aand O in -aos might be more or less run together, as though to rhyme with house,
or the two syllables might be quite distinct, as in AH-0s. I’ve used spellings intended to

reflect the Ancient Greek, such as:

e Agélaos is usually spelt Agelaus in English. The Ancient Greek is Ay€Aaog, A-
GEH-la-os or A-GEH-louse.

e Danads is usually spelt Danaus in English. Ancient Greek is Aavadg, Da-na-OS
(or Da-NOUS, rhyming with house).

e For MevéAaog I've used Menélaos, rather than Menelaus. This would be

pronounced Men-EH-louse or Men-EH-la-os, not Meh-neh-LAY-us.



Similarly, some Greek names are spelt in English with -eus at the end.
Pronunciation of these differs according to the Greek spelling, as some have -go¢ (-EH-
os) at the end, while some have -g0¢ (-eh-O0S or -EFS). So I’ve spelt them with -eos or -

evs endings accordingly. Thus:

e Tyndareos (Tuvdapeog) has -eog, so it’s Tin-DAR-eh-os.
e Odyssevs (Oduooeug), on the other hand, has -e0¢, so it would be O-dee-SEH-
oos or O-thee-SEFS.

e Promethevs (Mpopn0elg) is Prom-ee-THEH-o00s or Prom-ee-THEFS.

Similarly in other contexts where eu is part of the usual English spelling, I've

rendered it either eo or ev, according to the Greek. Hence:

e Devkalion, usually spelt Deucalion in English, has ev: Dev-ka-LEE-on or Deh-o0o0-
ka-LEE-on, from AsukaAiwv.

e The wind-god Evros (Eﬁpoq) might hear his name pronounced EV-ross or AIR-
oss.

e The hero Persevs, usually spelt Perseus in English, has ev: Per-SEH-OOS or Per-

SEFS, from MNepoevg.

Delta and theta

You’ll notice that the D in Greek names differs between Ancient and Modern Greek.
Delta (8éAta, uppercase A, lowercase 8) is pronounced delta in Ancient Greek and
thelta in Modern. In the latter, the sound is that of the English words the, these, this —
not as in thick, thin, thorough.

The softer English TH as in theatre, theology, therapy is provided in Ancient and
Modern Greek by the letter theta (Ancient Greek 8fjta, Modern Greek 8Qta, uppercase
O, lowercase 0, THEE-ta).



E, epsilon and eta

The pronunciation of E in an English spelling of a Greek name can vary, according to
which Greek letter it represents. The goddess Eris ("Epig) pronounces the E at the start
of her name like the E in epic, because it begins with epsilon (EAov, capital E,

lowercase €). Similarly with:

e King Laomédon (Aaopédwyv, Lao-MED-on).

e Princess Polyxéné (MoAué&gvn, Pol-ee-KSEN-ee).

But the goddess Eds (Hwg) pronounces the E at the start of her name like the E
in evil— Ee-OSS - because it starts with an eta (qta, ee-ta, capital H, lowercase n).

Lots of Greek names end in eta. It’s usually transliterated as E in English, and
pronounced as ee. Aphrodité and Niké (A¢poditn, Nikn) are examples, and strictly
speaking the penultimate syllable, the I, would be pronounced ee rather than eye,
hence Af-ro-DEE-tee and NEE-kee. Similarly, the final E in the names Arés, Heraklés,
Hermés, Panéptés is an eta (Apng, HpakAfig, Eppfic, Mavéntng).

Of course pronunciations can evolve over time. In Ancient Greek, the n (eta) at
the end may have rhymed with English say rather than see. So Athena in Ancient Greek
(Aenva) was probably more like Ah-THAY-NAH. In Modern Greek A@nva is pronounced
more like the English, though still with the stress at the end: Ah-thee-NAH. (In English,

of course, it’s usually rendered Ah-THEE-na).

Kappa, C and K

Greek names often came into English via Latin, and Latin has changed over time. So, for
example, a Greek letter K (kappa, kanmna, lowercase K) makes a K sound; but Latin

didn’t always have a K, so Latin transliteration has typically used a C, which made the



appropriate sound in Latin. But of course in English, C is often pronounced like S. As a
result, lots of Greek names translated via Latin into English, and beginning with a C, are
commonly pronounced in English with an S sound that was meant to be a K sound. For

example:

e The hell-hound Kérberos (KépBepog) has entered English as Cerberus, usually
pronounced with Sir- at the beginning.

e The Greek goddess Kipkn, whose name is usually spelt in English (and Latin)
Circe, and commonly pronounced in English Sir-see, would in Greek (and Latin)
be pronounced KIR-kee, so here | spell it Kirke.

e [|’'ve used the spelling Mykénai (Mukijvat or Muknvn, pronounced like Mee-KEE-
nay or Mee-KEE-nee) for the city known in English as Mycenae, which has

commonly come to be pronounced in English My-SEE-nigh.

Then for the sake of consistency I’ve kept the K in Greek proper nouns. I’'ve
rendered “Ektwp as Héktor rather than the more usual Hector. I’'ve used Kloth,
Krénos, Kybelé (KAwBw, Kpovog, KuB£An — pronounced Kloth-OH, KRO-nos, Kee-
BEL-ee) rather than the more common English spellings Clotho, Cronus and Cybele.
And again for consistency with Greek sounds, in relevant common nouns I’ve used K
rather than C. I've also approximated more closely to the Greek words themselves,

such as kéntauros (plural kéntauroi) rather than centaur(s).

Kh, ch and chi (or khee)

The Greek letter X (XI, lowercase ¥X) is typically written in English as chi, which has led to
its English pronunciation chai, like the word for tea, or as in the first syllable of China.

Butin Greek, X sounds a bit like:

e Someone clearing their throat.

e A Scot pronouncing the chin loch.



e A Welsh person pronouncing the chin bach.

e Some Liverpudlians pronouncing the Kin Fazakerley.

Greek X (X, chi, khee) doesn’t have a direct equivalent letter in Latin or English,
so it’s traditionally been rendered CH, which English speakers tend to pronounce as in
cheese, or else simply pronounce like a K. So in Greek names I’'ve used KH, which

sounds more like the Greek. For example:

e Kharon (Xapwv, more usually speltin English Charon - the ferryman on the River
Styx) — pronounces his name more like KHHA-ron than KA-ron.

e The charioteer Khrysippos (XpUoumnmnog, usually spelt in English Chrysippus)
pronounces his name KHHREE-sip-os.

e The hybrid creature the khimaira (xigatpa, usually spelt in English chimaera or
chimera, and again commonly pronounced with a K sound at the beginning) is

more like KHHEE-may-ra.

Gamma and G, gods and generals

The Ancient Greek letter I’ (yappa, gamma, lowercase y), transliterated as G in English,
is like a hard G as in god rather than a soft G as in general. In Modern Greek I has more
of a guttural sound, or a sound like the English Y in yellow. So when Argos Panéptés
says he’s a Gigas (Fiyag), three thousand years ago he’d have pronounced it GEE-gas
(with hard Gs, as in English giggles), but in Modern Greek it’s more like YEE-ghhas.
Incidentally, there’s potential confusion around the English word giant, which
traces its origin through French and Latin to the Greek lNyag (Gigas). The Greek word
might refer to one of the Gigantés, who were a specific group of beings; or it might refer
to any old giant, in the sense of a very large person. So not all giants were Gigantés.
Also, the Gigantés weren’t always especially big, though they were all powerful in some

way. To help avoid confusion, I've used Gigas — capitalised — only to refer to one of the



Gigantés, and I’ve used the English word giant — lowercase — to refer only to very big

beings who aren’t of the race of Gigantés.

H (aitch): pronouncing aspirates, or not

Through at least a couple of centuries, native English speakers as a group have handled
(or’andled) the letter H inconsistently (or hinconsistently). The phrase ‘In Hertford,
Hereford and Hampshire, hurricanes hardly ever happen’ has been known to be
pronounced ‘In’Ertford, ’Ereford and ’Ampshire,’urricanes ’ardly HEVER ’appen’.

At the time of writing, the aspirate sound - like breathing out heavily through the
mouth —is still commonly dropped (so heavy becomes ’eavy). But the practice of
adding aspirates where they’re not actually written (for example saying harrested
instead of arrested) has all but died out. An exception is the name of the letter H itself,
which dictionaries still say is pronounced aitch, but— more so in England than in other
English-speaking countries — often finds itself pronounced haitch.

So English speakers will have little difficulty in understanding that where Ancient
Greek had an aspirate sound, Modern Greek doesn’t. The Greeks have officially
dropped their aitches.

As I’m trying to approximate to Ancient Greek sounds here, I’ve kept the English
H at the start of names, indicating that the aspirate is pronounced. So, for example, for
the name usually written in English as Helen I’'ve used Heléné (Hel-EN-ee), from the
Ancient Greek ‘EA€vn. In Modern Greek the name would be spelt EAévn and
pronounced El-EN-ee. Note that the Ancient Greek spelling has its ‘E (Epsilon) with a
rough breathing mark before it — which looks like a single opening quotation mark —so it
has the aspirate (H sound); whereas the Modern Greek spelling with E doesn’t have a

breathing mark, and doesn’t have the aspirate.



Hoi polloi

Hoi polloi (oi moAMAoi) is Ancient Greek for ‘the many’, usually taken to mean the
‘common’ people. In Ancient Greek it was pronounced hoy poll-OY. (You’ll see that the
rough breathing mark there has moved to the top of the iota, (i). In Modern Greek,
without the aspirate and with simplified vowel sounds, ot toAAoi is pronounced ee-
poll-EE. (Think poly, as in many.)

Incidentally, as hoi polloi means ‘the many’, the common English expression

‘the hoi polloi’ literally means ‘the the many’.

Helen, Héllen, Hellas and Greece

It may be unhelpful that the names speltin English as Helen and Hellen are pronounced
the same in English, but not in Greek, and refer to entirely different mythical characters.

For the person known in English as Helen of Troy, I’'ve used Heléné (Hel-EN-ee,
from ‘EA€vn). This distinguishes her from the mythical Héllen ("EAAnv, HEL-een) who
was the eponymous ancestor of the Héllenés (HELL-ee-nes). Héllen is also the word for
a native of Hellas. Incidentally, the female name Heléné doesn’t appear to be
connected to the name of the country.

Hellas (EAAGg, Hel-ASS) is the Ancient Greek name of the country which in
English is called Greece. In Modern Greek the country’s called either EAAGg (EL-ASS),
which is a formal or poetic variant, often seen in official or ceremonial contexts; or
EAAGSa (EL-ATH-a), which is the standard term used in everyday speech and writing.

The English words Greece and Greek come from Latin. The Romans called
Greece Graecia, and called the Greeks the Graeci (singular Graeca/Graecus). They got
this from the name of the N'pawkoi (which in Ancient Greek is pronounced something like
Grai-KOY, Modern Greek Ghhree-KOY). The Graikoi were a Héllenic tribe. The Romans
encountered that tribe early, and then applied their name to all the other Héllenés too,

lumping them all together as ‘Greeks’.



I’ve referred to the Greeks as the Héllenés (from Ancient Greek "EAAnveg, HELL-
ee-nes; singular "EAAnv, Héllen). Three thousand years ago the Héllenés wouldn’t
really have seen themselves as a single group, although they’d share (versions of) the

same language.

lota and |

The Greek letter usually transliterated as English | is iota (wta, uppercase |,
lowercase ). It’s usually pronounced in English as eye-OWE-ta, but in Greek it’s
pronounced ee-OWE-ta. So when | (twta) is used as a vowel, it’s more like one of the |

sounds in idiot or EE-jit than the one in irony. So:

e Briseis (Bptonig) sounds something like Bris-see-ISS or Bree-see-EES.

e The nymphé fo pronounces her name EE-o, not EYE-owe.

e The rainbow-goddess Iris (Iptg) pronounces her name more like EE-rees than
EYE-ris.

e The Titan lapetds (lanetog, commonly spelt lapetus in English) is Ee-ap-e-TOSS
rather than EYE-ap-e-toss.

e Mount ida (18a) would be EE-da or EE-tha.

Because Greek names commonly came into English via Latin, and because Latin
previously used | where now it would now sometimes use J, some Greek names are
nowadays spelt and pronounced in English with a J where in Greek they’d have the

equivalent of an I. So:

e The hero known in English as Jason is in Greek laocwv, pronounced more like Ee-
ASS-on, so I've used lason.
e Idomenevs (18opeveig) would be Ee-dom-en-EH-o00s or Ee-dom-e-NEVS, not

EYE-dom-en-use.



The Y in an English spelling of a Greek word would be pronounced ee in Greek.

So:

e Ahydra (Udpa) would be a HEE-dra (or EE-thra) rather than a HIGH-dra.

e The Titan called Hyperion (‘Ymepiwv) would be Hee-pair-REE-on rather than
HIGH-pair-ee-on.

o Akyklops (kOKAwWWY, usually spelt cyclops in English) is a KEE-klops.

e The priest Thymoités (Qupoitnv) is Thee-MOY-tees, rather than THIGH-moy-
tees. You’'ll see that the English TH here represents the Greek © (theta), a soft

(voiceless) sound, as in theologian.

Diphthongs (combinations such as ai and ei) have been simplified in Modern
Greek, usually to an ee sound, but in Ancient Greek would have sounded different. At
the end of a word — such as the name Iphigéneia (Ipiyévera) - the ei has been rendered
likey as inyes rather thany as in type, so it comes out as Ee-fee-G(H)EN-ee-a or Ee-
fee-G(H)EN-ya, as opposed to the common English pronunciation Eye-fee-jen-EYE-a.

Because the -ela ending might be shortened to sound like -ya, for simplicity in

some cases I’ve used spellings such as:

e Adrastya (A-DRAST-ya, more commonly in English Adrasteia, and in Ancient

Greek Adpdaotela).
e Hippodamya (Hippo-DAM-ya) for Hippodameia (Inmodaueia).

I’ve made an exception for a certain tragic princess. Usually in English her name
is spelt Medea, and commonly pronounced Med-EE-a. But in the Ancient Greek name
Mndewa the stress is on the first syllable, so it actually sounds more like the English

word media. So I’ve rendered her name Média.

Endings -os and -us



For Greek names that are commonly spelt in Latin and English with -us at the end, I've
used -os, which follows the Greek more closely. For example, the name "Apyog I’'ve
spelt Argos rather than the more usual English spelling of Argus.

Greek has two letters equivalent to the English O. Handily they’re called ‘big O’
and ‘little O’, or omega and omicron. Omega (Quéya, oh-MEG-a or Oh-MEGHH-a,
uppercase Q, lowercase w) is ‘big O’ because it has a slightly longer sound, towards
awe. (That’s awe as it would be pronounced in the UK, not how lots of Americans would
pronounce it). Omicron (Opitkpov, OM-ee-cron, uppercase O, lowercase o) has a
shorter sound. Perhaps it’s best to imagine omicron as in gone, and omega as in going.

Unfortunately, English spellings can’t distinguish, as we have but one O.

Silent letters

English has lots of ‘silent’ letters, often at the start of a word where there’s a double
consonant. So lots of English words that derive from Greek drop a sound that’s
pronounced in the original Greek. An obvious example is the PS in the name of the soul-
goddess Psykhé (Wuxn, usually spelt Psyche in English). In English the P is dropped so
it becomes SIGH-kee, whereas in Greek it would be Psee-KHEE. Similarly the memory-
goddess Mnemosyné (MvnuooUvn) would be Mnee-mow-SEE-nee in Greek, whereas in

English the M is dropped and it becomes Nee-mow-SEE-nee.

Ancient and modern: upsilon, U,V and F

Of course Greek pronunciation has changed over the centuries. In Ancient Greek, the
god-king’s name Zeug would have been pronounced Zeh-ooss (or Dzeh-ooss). When
ZeUg was transliterated into Latin it became ZEVS, still pronounced Zeh-ooss. Think of
the Latin word for god: deus, formerly written as DEVS, and in either case pronounced

deh-ooss. In Modern Greek the final vowel in Zebg — upsilon (OYAov, U) — has changed



to sound like the English F or V. So in Modern Greek, Ze0g is pronounced Zefs. I've
opted for the spelling Zevs, which you can pronounce either as in Latin (Zeh-ooss) or
more like the Modern Greek Zefs. Or you might just think of the common English
spelling Zeus, which most people in the UK would rhyme with juice or puce, and most
people in the USA would rhyme with goose or noose. However you pronounce it, you’re
unlikely to be struck by lightning.

Similarly with the following:

e Akhillevs: AXtAAeUg, probably Ah-khee-LEH-o0s in Ancient Greek, and Ah-khee-
LEFS in modern; traditionally spelt in English Achilleus, or more commonly
Achilles.

o Letrevs: Aetpevg, Leh-TREFS or Leh-TREH-o00s.

e Nelevs: NnAe0g, Nee-LEFS or Nee-LEH-o00s.

e Nerevs: Nnpeug, Nee-REFS or Nee-REH-o0s.

e Pelevs: MnAelg, Pee-LEFS or Pee-LEH-o00s.

e Tydevs: Tudelg, Tee-DEFS or Tee-DEH-o0s.

I’ve kept the spelling Euboia (usually written in English as Euboea) for the island
off Boiotia because in Ancient Greek EGBowa would’ve sounded something like Eh-oo-
boy-a, whereas in Modern Greek EUBowa is more like EV-ee-a. Similarly with Eutérpé

(Ancient Greek Efrtéprtn, Eh-00-TARE-peh).

Anachronisms and artistic licence

In the Olympian Godfather stories I’ve tried to avoid anachronisms. For example, a lot
of the names used by Homer to describe the Greek contingents attacking Troy refer to
place-names that originated after the Bronze Age collapse, which would place them
centuries after the hypothetical Trojan war and the destruction of the city known to

archaeologists as Troy VIIB, around 1200 BCE.



But | confess I've also indulged in some degree of artistic licence regarding a
certain city. In the stories set prior to the historic Bronze Age collapse, I’ve used the
name Sparta for a place that would’ve been called Lakedaimon at that time. There’s no
evidence of the use of ‘Sparta’ during what’s called the Mycenaean period, around
1600-1200 BCE. There isn’t even evidence of Mycenaean-period urban settlement at
Sparta itself; the settlement in that locality was at Therapné, about five kilometres
away. I’ve perpetrated this wholesale inconsistency partly because there’s an
interesting collection of mythological stories around how the place got its name. Also,
‘Lakedaiménioi’ is a bit of a mouthful. Also, perhaps I’ve felt powerless to resist the
modern mythos of the Spartans. I’ve therefore taken their later culture — including their
famous brand of humour (to which | refer as ‘Lakénic’ wit, rather than ‘Laconic’ or
‘Lakedaimdnian’) — and I’'ve rather shamelessly projected this culture backwards in
history, even unto the realm of mythology, in those of the Olympian Godfather stories

which are set prior to the Bronze Age collapse.

The Olympian Godfather stories

As | was writing Olympian Godfather, the story seemed increasingly complicated. So |
decided to remove some of the backstory and putitinto a prequel, Troian Godfather.
In scoping out that one, it dawned on me just how complex the mythical background to
the Trojan war actually was. So | wrote a prequel to the prequel, and called it The

Godfather’s Curse.

It might now seem logical to continue backwards in time, probing ever more deeply into
the earlier stories. So watch out for the prequel to the prequel to the prequel: Titanic

Godfather.



The first three stories in the series are described (or perhaps shamelessly advertised)

below.

Olympian Godfather

The greatest mob story ever told

Zevs is god-father of a divine crime family known as the Olympians, who live in a bronze
palace atop Mount Olympos. From there they control all the divine protection business
in Greater Greece.

The story is narrated by Argos Pandptés, a footsoldier bought out by Zevs when
the Olympians defeated the Titanés and took over their turf many centuries before.

On the basis of his first-hand knowledge of the Olympians, Argos Panéptés
relates a previously unknown story about Zevs’s fear that a palace revolution is about to
happen, to replace him as the Greek god-father. It seems one of his many sons is
plotting — but which one? And who else might be involved?

Héra, Zevs’s sister and wife, resents her husband’s philandering, and has always
craved more power as queen of heaven. Athena, the goddess of war, civilisation,
education, crafts, industry, trade and multi-tasking, increasingly despises male power
and would like to see major changes in heaven and on earth. Aphrodité, goddess of
love, has always appeared peaceable, but is she quite what she seems? And is it
significant that the sneaky and devious Eris, goddess of discord, has recently returned
to Olympos?

The plot thickens when a new god arrives at the bronze palace for the first time in
athousand years — an ex-mortal called Julius Caesar. But Zevs didn't apotheosise him,
so who did? And does this have anything to do with an impending plot to overthrow the
father-god?

Zevs summons his most loyal lieutenant, Hermés, the trickster-god and patron

of thieves, employed by the god-father as his head of public relations. And Hermés,



together with iris — the Olympians’ fleet-footed communications-goddess - sets out to
investigate.

Is the supposed plot just a figment of the god-father’s imagination? Or are we
about to witness an all-out divine war for the first time since the Gigantomachy?

Olympian Godfather: the original pulp epic, and the first theological noir.

Buy Olympian Godfather for Kindle via www.spikybooks.co.uk.

Troian Godfather

The prequel to the greatest mob story ever told

It didn’t all happen quite how people have always said.

Yes, there was a goddess who reacted badly when she wasn’t invited to a party.
An impromptu divine beauty contest. Some weird sex involving a swan. A couple of
political marriages and a controversial love affair. All these played their partin the
Troian war. But ultimately Troian Godfather is a story about who controls destiny —is it
gods, ambitious mortals, or the three controversial sisters called the Fates?

Zevs just wants to enjoy his quiet, comfortable life as god-father of the Olympian
family, the deities who dominate the Héllenic world from their home atop Mount
Olympos.

His wife Héra mostly wants greater power as queen of heaven. And to put an end
to her husband’s philandering.

And Apdéllon, god of light, prophecy, healing and the arts, wants to expand his
worship and his power to the east of the East.

Arés, the Olympian god of war, He Who is Strong in Arm and Doughty of Heart,
may wish to assert himself too.

Meanwhile an extremely ambitious mortal prince called Agamémnon struggles
to overcome his family curse. Can Agamémnon regain the kingdom which was stolen

from him when he was sixteen? Can he learn how to manipulate the favour of gods and



goddesses, to control his own destiny the way no mortal man ever did, and make
himself the most powerful king in the world?

Based on his unrivalled access both to the underworld and to the Bronze Palace
on Mount Olympos, Titanic narrator Argos Pandptés weaves together an epic story of
love and war, intrigue and powerplay on earth and in heaven; of the rivalry of cities, the
rise and fall of dynasties, the fortunes of families both mortal and divine.

More theological noir. The story of The Troian Godfather.

Buy Troian Godfather for Kindle via www.spikybooks.co.uk.

The Godfather’s Curse

The prequel to the prequel to the greatest mob story ever told

It all starts at the wedding of the god-father’s daughter. It was said that on days like this,
you could ask Zevs anything, and he’d grant your wish.

It ends in Tartaros, the serious offenders’ wing of the underworld, where Haidés
torments lost souls for all eternity.

And on its winding path, we meet the most stupidly entitled king in all of ancient
history. We meet a man brought back from the dead, who shacks up with Poseiddn at
the sea-god’s modest semi-detached underwater palace at Aigai. We encounter a
wildly over-protective father who plays a deadly game with the suitors of his beautiful
daughter, who incidentally isn’t as chaste as her father believes. We see mortal royalty
set out to build an empire. We witness the efforts of the war-god Arés to start the
greatest conflict in world history, to elevate himself in the pantheon.

We meet the arai, the curses who serve heaven. Those nameless incorporeal
beings, so low in divine status that they don’t even get to live in the basement of the

Bronze Palace —yet who are so vital to the workings of Olympian justice.



The curses do a lot of the leg-work in the matter of chastening mortal Héllenés.
But how does a curse work? Can a whole family be cursed for the actions of one man?

And can a curse decide to go her own way, to act independently of the will of the
goddess of retribution?

In a sweeping epic tale of ambition on earth and in heaven, of loyalty and
betrayal, of sex and violence and miscellaneous skulduggery, The Godfather’s Curse
answers all these and other important theological questions. Questions that could get
you killed, or worse.

Is the king of the gods actually bound by the will of the Fates? Does the god of
prophecy actually control the future? Should there be gender balance on the Olympian
council?

And what might happen if War and Retribution get into bed, and not just
metaphorically?

The Godfather’s Curse: pure theological noir.



